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GNLU and VVGNLI collaborate to enhance
research and training in labour studies

Apr 5, 2025,1035 PM IST

Gujarat National Law University (GNLU), Gandhinagar, signed a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with VWV Giri National
Labour Institute (VWGNLI), an autonomous institution under the
ministry of labour & employment, Govt of India, on Friday. This
collaboration aims to foster research, policy development, and
capacity-building in the fields of labour markets, social security,
and human resource management. "Under the Mol, GNLU and
VVGNLI will undertake joint research, consultancy projects, and

| COLLEGES DEVELOPMENT
ECONOMY ENVIRONME customised training programmes. The agreement also facilitates

' faculty exchange and student internship opportunities,” said an
official.

The Times of India
Saturday, April 05, 2025
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15th convocation '
of GNLU today

'Ahmedabad: Gujarat Na- :
‘tional Law  University :
(GNLU) will host its 15th :
‘convocation for the gradua- :
‘ting batch of 2024 on Satur- :
day on its Gandhinagar :
A total of 286 degrees :
will be conferred during the -
convocation, officials said. '
The event will be presided
over by Justice Bela Trivedi
of the Supreme Court, She
also serves as the Visitor of
GNLU. The convocation
address will be delivered by
Justice Aravind Kumar of
the Supreme Court.

~ Senior judges and advo-
cates from the state willalso
participate in the event, offi-

The Times of India
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World needs brilliant and

ethical lawyers: Kumar

As many as 286 GNLU students awarded degrees by Supreme
Gourt Justice Bela Trivedi and Justice Aravind Kumar

| Ahmedabad Mirror Bureau
feedback@ahmedabadmirror.com

Posts @ahmedabadmirror

he world needs not only bril-

liant but also ethical lawyers,

Supreme Court Justice Aravind

Kumar said while addressing
Gujarat National Law University
(GNLL) students at the 15th convo-
cation on Saturday which also wit-
nessed the presence of Supreme Court
Justice Bela Trivedi.

As many as 286 students of the UG
2019-24 and PG 2023-2024 batches
were awarded degrees by Justice
Trivedi and Justice Kumar. Of these, 16
were PhD scholars, 85 were LLM post-
graduates -- 67 students from
Gandhinagar campus and 18 students
from Silvassa campus — and 185 stu-
dents of the undergraduate LLB (Hons)
program.

“The world does not need more
brilliant lawyers, it needs more ethical
lawyers,” Justice Kumar said while call-
ing the graduates “future defenders of
justice, guardians of the constitution
and warriors of truth.”

“As lawyers, your duty is to serve
justice, not always to profit, but to
serve truth with courage... Your flaws,
your cracks, your vulnerability make

W

you human. Don't be disturbed by
those cracks. They also make you capa-
ble of empathy, compassion and
growth. Never be ashamed of them, let
them groom something beautiful,” he
turther said.

As many as 38 gold medals were
awarded to the meritorious students of
the Undergraduate (UG) and
Postgraduate (PG) programs to recog-
nize their exceptional academic perfor-
mance and contribution in various
tields ot legal education. This induded
five new gold medal categories, added
in the year 2025. As many as 35 GNLU
scholarships in the form of tuition fee
reimbursement have also been award-

Ahmedabad Mirror
Sunday, April 27, 2025

- | . [ ¥}
Justice Bela Trivedi (centre) hands over degrees with Justice Kumar (R)

ed to 23 brilliant students for the aca-
demic year 2022-23 and 2023-24.

Justice Trivedi, in her address, said
. ‘The study of law does not end with
degrees. Your degree is nota finish line
but the foundation of your bright
future. Excellence in the professional
field will be achieved only when you
are honest with your work.”

She turther said, “Shortcuts may
seem very fruitful and their pressure
may challenge your beliefs, but at such
times your honesty will play a very
important role.” GNLU Director S
Shantakumar congratulated the grad-
uating students while releasing the
annual report of the university.
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Pro bono is soul of advocacy, true
test of legal acumen is how many
lives you impact: Justice Kumar

P T R,

BRENDAN DABHI
AHMEDABAD, APRIL 26

“THE SOUL of advocacy is pro
bono. The legal profession is not
meerely a career, it is about public
trust. Yes, you must earn and
grow. Butif all you do s bill hours
and chase designations, you will
lose the soul of advocacy,” said
Justice Aravind Kumar of the
Supreme Courton Saturday.
“Thetruetest of your legal acu-
men is not how much you charge
foran appearance, buthow many
livesyou impact. Find time to pick
at least one pro bono case a year.
You may not earn a rupee fromit
butyou will earn blessings thatno
currency can match,” Justice
Kumar, speaking at the 15th con-
vocation of Gujarat National Law
University (GNLU) in
Gandhinagar, said on

The SC judge, who was ele-
vated to the Apex court in 2023
from his previous position as the
ChiefJustice of Gujarat High Court,
further advised the students to
visit legal aid clinics. “Help a
woman in distress, or a person
from the downtrodden class, a
wrongfully imprisoned man.
Every life you save will whisper a
blessingintoyour journey.” Justice
Kumar said.

Thoseinattendance included
SCJustice BelaM Trivedi,whoalso
serves as the Visitor of GNLU

Condemning the recent terror
attack in Kashmir's Pahalgam,
Justice Kumar said, “Our nation
was shaken by a cowardly terror-
istattack.. Innocent lives lost, fam-
ilies shattered, dreams turned to

(L)SCJustice Bela Trivedi with GNLU Director S Shanthakumar;
Justice Aravind Kumar at the convocation. Express

ashes, As we gather here for cele-
bration, let us not forget those
who mourn, Let us condemn in
the strongest terms such acts of
hatred and violence that stand
against the spirit of humanity.”

At the beginning of the cere-
mony, Professor (Dr) S
Shanthakumar, Director of GNLU,
held a moment of silence for the
victims of the attack.

The death by suicide of Vansh
Gaint, a third-year GNLU student,
inMarch found mentionin justice
Trivedi'saddress as shesaid, ‘| was
deeply saddened by therecentin-
cidentof suicide, whichwas quite
unfortunate, on the campus. Life
is very precious, please do not
spoil it by your exasperation.”

She added, “Do not be impa-
tient. You will get everything —
name, fame as you desire — but
you will have to wait and strive
hard by building up your charac-
terand inculcating virtues, Life has
much more to offer to you than
what you deserve and desire. So,
have faith in yourself and in God.
You are the future of India.”

Justice Kumar, too, spoke
about the pressures of the profes-

sionand urged the students pass-
ing out to seek help when re-
quired. He said, “This is a tough
profession; it doesn't just test your
intellect, it strains your soul.
Sleepless night, toxic chambers
wmettmes.unpussnbledeadhnes
and heartbreak, all dressed up in
black. Let me say this plainly, It is
okay to not be okay. Seek help
whenneeded. Talk toyour friends,
cry if you must, rest if you must...
Thereis nothing heroic about de-
stroying your health for your ca-
reer. Let balance be your super-

Onthegendergapin thelegal
system, Justice Kumar said,
“Women have always been the
backbone of justice. Yet, we still
face agap that must be breached.
Itis ourcollective duty as lawyers
tochampion true equality, not just
in the courtrooms but in every
sphere of ourinfluence.” Quoting
aSanskritshloka, he said, “Where
you only worship women, it is
only lip service'. Fenale voices in
policy making are not just neces-
sary, theyarevital toshapingajust
society. To women in this room:
step up, take your rightful place at

The Indian Express
Sunday, April 27, 2025

the table and shape the laws that
governus.We have toensure that
the law reflects the diversity and
strength of all our people. The liv-
ingexample of whatlamsayingis
my esteemed sister Justice
Belaben.”

Referring to herimpending re-
tirement in June, Justice Trivedi
said, “It is a momentous day for
you as well as for me. I will be
completing three decades in the
judiciary. Today will probably be
my last function as a visitor of
GNLU; so, it is momentous for
me... Students, youare on the first
stepofyourcareerandlamonthe
last. I will be demitting my office
with a lot of satisfaction and con-
tentment. I firmly believe lawis a
continuously evolving discipline
and we remain its perpetual stu-
dents.”

At the convocation for gradu-
atingbatchof2024(UG2019-24&
PG 2023-2024), degrees were
conferred upon 286 students, in-
cluding 16 PhD scholars, 85 LLM
postgraduates comprising 67
from the Gandhinagar campus
and 18 from the Silvassacampus;
and 185 students from the
Undergraduate LLB (Hons.)

As part of the convocation, a
total of 38 gold medals were
awarded to meritorious students.
Further, 35 GNLU scholarships in
the form of tuition fees waiver
were awarded to 23 students for
the academic years 2022-23 and
2023-24.

Earlier, the convocation ad-
dress was delivered by Justice
Kumar while the GNLU Director
presented areportof the progress
of the institution.
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Integrity key to success: GNLU grads told:

Ahmedabad: The Pahalgam
terror attack and the suicide
of Vansh Gaint, a third-year
student, in March weighed
heavily on the 15th convoca-
tion ceremony of Gujarat Na-
tional Law  University
(GNLU) on Saturday. Direc-
tor S Shanthakumar reques-
ted all to observe a two-minu-
te silence for victims of the
terror attack and Gaint at the
beginning of the ceremony.

Justice Bela Trivedi, a Su-
preme Court judge and Visi-
tor to GNLU, alsoshared a few
tips with the students in light
of the suicide.

“Life is precious, please
donotspoil it by exasperation
and impulsions, or falling
prey to temporary materia-
listic pleasures. Do not be im-
patient. At the fag end of my
career, I assure you that you

mm Ieﬂ:: GHLU director S Shanthakumar. Justl Aravid Kurn
and Justice Bela Trivedi with a graduating student

will get everything - name, fa-
me, and success as you desire.
But you will have to wait and
strive hard, building up your
character and inculcating vir-
tues and ethics,” she said in
her address. She also asked
the students to consider the
graduationasasteppingstone
and not as final destination in
thejourney.

Justice Aravind Kumar, a
judge of the Supreme Court,
delivered the convocation add-

ress. He said that the convoca-
tionprovidesstudents withan
opportunity to be guardians
of law and serve the truth. He
also told the students that ma-
ny times the statutes of law
would not guide them, but the-
ir conscience would be the gui-
dingforce. “Integrity isnot ne-
gotiable. Always ask yourself,
am I interpreting law or inter-
pretingto convenience,” he sa-
id.

A total of 286 students we-

Times of India
Sunday, April 27, 2025

convocation, which included
16 PhD scholars, 85 LLM stu-
dents, and 185 students of LLB
(Hons)amongothers. The con-
vocation included 18 students
from the Silvassa campus. In
all, 38 gold medals were con-
ferred to the students for aca-
demic excellence, five of
which were constituted this
year The officials said that 35
students were provided scho-
larships.

Prof Shanthakumar, inhis
address, elaborated on an up-
ward trend in recruitment
from the campus and median
remunerations. He also outli-
ned the works of various cent-
res and special projects with
the state and central govts.

The convocation was at-
tended by judges of the Guja-
rat high court, senior advoca-
tes, and representatives of the
legalfraternity and academia.
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Title: GNLU convocation: SC judge lays stress on ethics, asks lawyers
to measure success with lives touched

Newspaper:The Print
Date:26 April, 2025 08:31 pm IST

Title: Upholding Ethics: The Real Challenge for Future Lawyers
Newspaper:Devdiscourse
Date: 26-04-2025 20:30 IST
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https://theprint.in/india/gnlu-convocation-sc-judge-lays-stress-on-ethics-asks-lawyers-to-measure-success-with-lives-touched/2605275/
https://theprint.in/india/gnlu-convocation-sc-judge-lays-stress-on-ethics-asks-lawyers-to-measure-success-with-lives-touched/2605275/
https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/law-order/3360577-upholding-ethics-the-real-challenge-for-future-lawyers
https://www.devdiscourse.com/devdiscourse-stories

