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Ahmedabad University may I:ru the
newest of all the varsities in the city but
it was one of the first to set up virtual
classrooms, For around 3,200 students
enrolled in its seven schools, the varsity
began online classes on Tuesday. All
students have todo from the comfort of
their homes is to log into the system,
and click tolisten totheteacher’s pre-re-
corded lectures or even to attend live
Sesslons.

Apart from AU, CEPT University
and Gujarat National Law University
are also among the educational insti-
tutesthat have takenalead inswitching
to technology to minimise loss of aca-
demicdays.

Sanjay Chaudhary, Dean of Stu-
dents at Ahmedabad University, con-
firmed they are using technology to re-
ach out to students at home to deliver
planned course contenton time.

Chaudhary, who is also professor at
School of Engineering and Applied Sci-
ences, said, “Wehavedevised an online
lecturing module where faculty mem-
bers can deliver lectures, share lecture
notes, assignments, reading material
etc, Students can raise questions and al-
so interact with the teachers during the

session.” He added, “On Tuesday, we
began online lectures using Zoom (a
video-conferencing tool) and received
great response, Out of 79 students, 74
werepresentfora4s -minuteonlineses-
sion of ‘Machine Leamning’ course.
About 100 students were present for a
session of ‘Probability and Random
Processes’ course. We are using other
Open-SOurc ('tﬁ,hnnlﬂg“les too, todeliv-
eronline coursecontent.”
':-tU{Ivn[shaveadaptﬂdtﬂlheswilfh
quite smoothly.
j Yesha Dalwadi, a fourth year iIMBA
studentof AU, said, "“Iheﬂrslsessiunof

online classes went surprisingly well
was a full houseand wehad a trenflnm-

, :  We were also ;

Sinco we have adiverse mix of students from dif-
ferent locatlons, we are axploring various tools to
take classes online, We have already started ex-
perimenting with online tools to see how effective
they are. We are monitoring this educational proc-
ess to seo how this will grow over time. We want our
students to be engaged with the teaching and
learning process even during these two
weeks. | hope we can have our students
roturn to classrooms as soon as possible.

— Panka]Chandra,
Vice-Chancellor,
Ahmeodabad University

We have asked students to go home. Giving two days

for travel, we plan to start online classes from March
19. We will share pre-recorded lectures and study
material through Google classroom, Primary
Domain Controller server, e-malls etc. Students
will be given online assignments. Teachers will
employ platforms such as KAHOOT and HOT
POTATOES to conduct quizzes. We are inthe
process of acquiring ZOOM software to hold
online classes. Students already have remote

access to GNLU library resources consisting of

e-books, e-journals and databases.

— Jagadeesh ChandraTG

In-charge Registrar, GNLU

sald time.

We have 12 weeks of lecture-based classes In this ses-
sion, of which 10 weeks have been completed. If we close
down academics completely, we will be late Incomplet-
ing the course. For all UG and PG courses, online classes
with provision for discussion, chat, display of drawings
and deslgn will start from next week. Students willbe
able to access lectures from anywhere using their CEPT
e-mallId. The virtual system also has provision of having
axam forms ready that students canaccessata

— Vishwanath Kashikar
CEPT assoclate professor

timES.'I'l'lEH"r'lrln.uI sessions are indeed

them:d—behl alternative to physicals

Jectures.”
M wuatlnm lor admissions to

' the next academic year . win, Director

ceof Undergraduate Admis-
Ald Hansa Sachde-

va said the varsity usually holds interac-
tions with probable candidates in per-
son as well as Skype every year. “This
year, we are planning to carry out Inter-
actions only through Skype. This Is in-
tended to support social distancing,
and provide applicants a convenient

prompts varsities to go vn'tual

ogy to mlnlmlm loss of academic days

No app-titude test for Class 10 kids

The Gujarat Secondary and Higher Secondary Education Board
(GSHSEB) has written to all District Education Officers (DEOs) and Dis-

tiet Primary Education Officers (DPEOs) asked schools not to conduct
the app-based test that helps Class 10 student determine which stream
toopt forin higher classes. The GSHSEB had Introduced Career Mitra
app, a moblle-based application to test a student’s aptitude so that s/he
could make an Informed cholce. However, students have tocome to the
school to appear for the test. Since the Gujarat government has sus-
pended academic sesslons In schools and colleges due to Coronavirus
scare, GSHSEB decided against carrying out the test which was sched-

uled from March 23 to March 28,

and safe way of completing admissions
procedures.”

Meanwhile, CEPT University has
intimated as many as 200 teachers to re-
cord thelrlectures in a week’s time.

The premier urban planning insti-
tute hastwowaysof conducting classes:
lecturesand studiowork. Thev varsityus-
es Google Classroom to conduct virtual
classes. Vishwanath Kashikar, assoclate
professor with the Faculty of Architec-

ture, said, “We have 12 weeks of lecture-
based classesin thissession, of which 10
wet‘-kuh.m-tunurmplutul [fweclose
down academics complete ly, wewillbe
latein completingthecourse, For allun-
der-graduatecoursesand post-gracuate
courses, online classeswith provisionof

dmwﬂn fhﬂtﬂ.ﬂg‘ uwh-ls m

drawingand design work will start from
nextweek, Thebenefitofusingtechnol-
ogy isthatevenwhenitisa pre-recorded
lecture, ﬁlmlentswlllheahletuaskqlm-
tions and discuss the topic. Th wll'uk;
so beable toaccess the lecture from
whereusing their CEPT e-mallid.”
Golngastep further, the varsity
50 planning to conduct online exam:
the govemment announces any <=
sure atter March 29, sald Kashikar, add
Ing: “The virtual system also has prov
slon of having exam forms ready t
students can access at a saicl time. The
will be able to write MCQs and des
tive answers. We tentatively plantol
gin exams on March 30.* CEFE
mulllngtﬂuﬂthh systern to.dy
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