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ASAT debris will burn out in 6 months,
scientis

says ISRO
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A DAY after NASA claimed that debris

from India’s anti-satellite (ASAT) mis-
sile test hasincreased the collision risk
to the International Space Station (ISS)
by 44 percent, Tapan Misra, senior ad-
visor to ISRO chairman said on Tuesday
that Indian scientists will not do any-
thing to shame India and that the de-
bris from “Mission Shakti” will burn
out in the next six months.

“Ithas happened at about 300 kilo-
metres in space where the wind pres-
sure is low, but it is enough to burn
them (the debris) down in another six
months,” Misra said, in response to a
question about the risk to the ISS raised
by a student at the Gujarat National
Law University (GNLU), where the sci-
entist was present for an open house

session on the topic “Indian Human
Spqce Programme and its legal impli-
cation”.

Misra was former director of
Ahmedabad-based Space Applications
Centre (SAC), a crucial arm of ISRO that
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ISRO scientist Tapan Misraat
Gujarat National Law University
on Tuesday.

is working on India’s plans for human
space flight Gaganyaan.

He said the DRDO experiment was
“notan explosion” butwas more like a
“bullet”. The distinguished ISRO scien-
tist said, “The Chinese did an experi-
ment at 800 kilometre altitude where
the air pressure is not much. The de-

t countering NASA

bris is stll flying amu.nd."

The ISRO scientist’s co_m'ments
come on a day after the a(lmlnusgrator
of the United States’ 'N‘allmnml
Aeronautics and Space Adm'lmslrau(m
(NASA) Jim Bridenstine said that the
space agency had i(lcnl:ﬁ‘cfl 400 pieces
oforbital debris from India’s anu-sqtel-
lite test that posed a risk to ‘thc'lss,

The International Space Station was
launched way back in 1998 a_nq has
been seen over 54 crewed missions.
Jim had said that a similar test con-
ducted by China in 2007 had_ posed
greater risk than the recent Indlaq test.

Misra said there already existed
space debris in large numbers, a'nd that
several countries were monitoring
them through a network of radars,
cameras and telescopes. “They are co-
operating with each other...If you see
space debris (on a collision course), you
can always change the course of the
satellite,” Misrasaid, adding thatIndia
would not do anything “deliberately”
that would cause accidents in space.

During his talk, Misra also said that

China was a “formidable power” in
space and the “biggest player” in Asia
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