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Gandhinagar, March 14, 2019: GNLU has organized authors workshop on Environmental Justice in collaboration with The University of Winnipeg, Canada and Canadian Mennonite University, Canada. The workshop is a byproduct of a multi-year project on environmental justice in India. This fulfils the mandate of docket as Queen Elizabeth Scholarship, as well as the overall University’s mission, vision and core values.
 
GNLU recognizes that the existing gaps that underlie the realization of Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and Vision 2030 cannot be adequately addressed without the inputs of institutions of higher learning and research. This authors workshop for policy writers, activists, practitioners and field-based investigators is an excellent intervention towards addressing such gaps.
 
One of the strategic objectives of this workshop is to initiate and strengthen collaborative initiatives with other national, regional and international institutions. Currently, the GNLU can boast of being linked with over 24 international institutions around the world, covering a diverse range of disciplines as well as programmes. This includes a long-term partnership with Winnipeg University and CMU – as co-organizers of the workshop.
 
The thematic focus of the workshop is the impacts of decisions of the National Green Tribunal and state-level green benches on poor and marginalized communities (either rural or urban), with a particular emphasis on water and coastal resources.  There are 15 scholars from both the countries and focused on two broad strategic objectives. The first one is to exchange knowledge among participants – through the invited authors – on pertinent issues dealing with environmental justice, Green Tribunals, PIL and EIA etc. This includes the question of whether environmental research is effective and response adequate. The second objective is to increase knowledge and capacity in writing policy briefs – a key element in influencing policies.
 
The workshop also addresses one or more of various aspects of environmental justice, including but not limited to:
         Procedural justice: opportunities for participation in the political and legal processes that create and manage environmental policy, e.g., public interest litigation (PIL), community involvement in environmental impact assessment;
         Distributive justice: equity in the distribution of risks, benefits and costs of environmental decision making;
         Recognitional justice: recognition of the diversity of participants and experiences in affected communities, including non-human species and abiotic parts of the ecosphere; and
         Restorative justice: attempts made to mitigate or remediate adverse impacts on people and the environment, e.g., enforcement of licensing conditions, rehabilitation and resettlement policies.
 
It encompasses varied research approaches and topics, such as:
         Analysis of PIL cases, including enforcement and compliance;
         Empirical field-based case studies;
         Judicial innovations and activism for environmental protection;
         Legislative or policy analysis, covering formulation, implementation or enforcement;
         Gender analysis of processes, institutions, and outcomes;
         Historical reviews of legislation, policy, institutions or jurisprudence;
         Institutional analysis of specialized green courts and environmental tribunals;
         Indigenous institutions and governance for environmental justice;
         Alternative dispute resolution systems for environmental conflicts; and
         Theoretical, conceptual and methodological aspects.
 
 

