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Seat-crunch forces
parentstostand

As the varsity had not conducted a convocation last year, the graduatmg
| students of 2017 batch were also accommodated in the ceremony. This left
{ noseat for several parents Some were aeeommodated on plastic ehalrs
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# hileitwasamoment of
pride. for the parents
i/ whoattended the con-
/- vocation ceremony of
their children at Guja-
rat Natlonal Law University, many of
them had to watch it standing for a

‘long time. Some even left the audito-

rium, feelinghumiliated. Thevarsity,
which celebrated its ninth convoca-
tion, faced a severe seat crunchin the
auditorium and parents had to stand

for over an hour before plastic chairs -

were put on the stairs for them. This

happened because the varsity had .

not conducted a convocation last ye-
aranddecided toinclude the gradua-
ting students oflastyearin this year’s
ceremony, said sources.

A few parents ended up fighting

for the chairs. They claimed they we-

re treated rudely by the faculty mem-

bers and were made to stand to give

seatsto VIPs.

A student who got his LLB degree
said that it's a once-in-a-lifetime ex-
perience forhis parents to attend the
convocationand thatuniversitysho-
uldhave donebetter seating arrange-
ments. Jayashree Saikia, parentofthe
student told Mirror, “We came all the
way from Guwahati to attend our
daughter’s convocationbutwerema-

de to stand for a long time and even -

shovedby other parents standing be-
hindus.”:
The capacity of the GNLU convo-

cation auditorium was 800 but more.

than 1,000 people had attended the

ceremony. Being questioned on the

space-crunchfacedbyparents, Depu-

ty Registrar Avinash Bhagi told Mir- -

ror, “The varsity first thought of hol-
ding the'ceremony outside: Howe-
ver, due to inconvenience and as we
had distinguished chief guests, ‘the

venue was shifted to the auditorium:

The corivocation of two batcheswere

~

Parents were Ieft standingin the
auditorium during ceremony

Jcondﬁcted andinitially each student
hadregistered two parentsbutended

upbringing4:5Smembersfrom thefa-
mily. We did our best to give seating
arrangements to all parents.” Accor-
dingto sources, 462 studentshad col-
lected their degrees on Sunday.
Another parent who came to at-
tendhisson’s convocationwas asked

-to/vacate the seat. Dharamchand

Gupta told Mirror, “We were abrupt-
lyaskedtovacatethe seatbythefacul-
ty. member because a mediaperson
was supposed to be seated there. But
they did not make alternative arran-
gements. Weleftthe auditorium and
satoutside.”

“I saw parents of two students
fightingin the auditoriumandnobo-
dy came up to control the situation.
There was mismanagement. If pa-
rents are invited to the convocation,
they should be treated properly. This

-is a once-in-a-lifetime event aﬂd no

parentwantstomissit,” said Sandeep,

Salunke. Another LLB student from -

thebatch of 2012-2017 was quitedis-

appointed that his parents were ma- -
. de to stand during the convocation.

Meenu Jain, a parent, said, “ I-was
standing near the exit gate when the

‘ceremony wasonastherewasnopla- ..

 cetoevenstandin theauditorium.”
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- The gold winners

1. AakshiGoel

2. HiteshBorana
3.KritiKishore |
4.MayurlGupta

5. PallaviAnsal

6. AakritiKhanal -
7.AayushiSinghal
8.AshimaSharma
9.AkarshitaDhawan =,
10. Ayushi Toshniwal

- fi.Chethana Venkataraghavan

12.DiptiBajaj
13.Bhatt Himaja

- 14.KritiTuteja -

15. Shivansh Jolly
16.Sudipta Pur'kavastha
T7.Sugandha Rohatgi

18. UditaBhatt

19. AishwaryaRaval
20.Aman Chandola
21.ArnaazJaved Ameer
22.Deepshi ..

23. Gayathree DeviKalliyat
Thazhathuveetil .

24. KrishnaSamir Shah
25. Manjul Mantri

26. Muizz UlIftikhar Drabu

| 27.NikhilAgarwal

28.RitambharaNarang
29.SameerBhat.

- 30.ShrishmaDandekar -

31.TanujaAundhe
32.Vishakha Choudhary

Democracy across

| worldissliding,

says Justice Sikri

Justice Sikri and Justice DY Chandrachud of

the SC were chief guests at the 9th convocation

 Justice AK Sikri (L) and Justice D Y Chandrachud
v v
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.~ spiring young lawyers of . '

Gujarat National . Law

| University took home pe-

arls of wisdom from Justi-

. ce AK Sikri, the second seniormost.

judge of the SC, and Justice DY
Chandrachud at the ninth convo-
cation ceremonyheld on Sunday.

Justice Sikri, who was part of a
special committee that removed
Alok Vermaas CBI chief,said, “To-
day we are undergoing a transfor-

' mation of a different kind. If you
see the world atlarge, eventheva-" .

lues of democracy which were

practised years ago are at stake. .

‘Thereisasliding of democraticva-

lues. Therearesomany challenges -

. wearefacingandeach are of diffe-
rentnature, A]udgehastoperform SRS

avitalrole, onelstoupholdthelaw (&
in the constitution and save the’

democracy and the otherisbridge

. thegapbetweenlawandsociety.”.
' Healsoemphasisedthatlawisa
.- lucrative profession and that:.one

should earn money: by maintai-
ning moral and ethical values. He
said, “Nobody says do not earnin

this' profession.  You are joining

theprofession forearning. Itisone

of the most lucrative professions -

because many a time lawyers are

earning money by resorting to:

wrongmeans,butwhatlamtrying

‘to emphasiseisthatitisnotneces-
saryatall. Whatisnecessaryishard: -
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Aakarshita, Gayathreev Devl ;

26 of the 32 gold
medallists are girls

AakarshitaDhawanwho
received nine gold medalsin
her BA-LLB programme.“My.
‘entirehard work of5years
"= hasfinally paid off;” said Aa-
- karshita, whois presently

~‘workingwithacorporatelaw
~ firmandwantstogetinto.

_/ Iitigationpractice. Gayathree
" Devi voihowonﬂvegold medals
.andiscurrently pursuingher: -
“LLMat Oxford Unlverstty,sald
“Lawlsamlsslonforme 2 '3

work and to mamtam mtegnty of s
Justice DY Chandrachud who
was’part of the bench that delive-
red the Sabarimala verdict, said, -
“As human beings, itis vital that
we show compassion and empat-
hytothosearoundusand thefight
for gender equality cannot be fo-
ughtalone. Menhave akeyroleto
play in demanding and suppor-
ting this societal shift by being a:
part of the conversahon and mo-
vement. 2 .




