‘Citizens

must b

l..

'
ooooo

always vigilant’

Times News NETWORK

Ahmedabaq: Shyam Divan,
one of the counsels for petitio-
Ners m the Aadhaar case in
which the Supreme Court re-
oent.ly gave a verdict, participa-
ted in an open house organized
a.tGujarat National Law Univer-
31t_y (_GNLU) on Saturday. Divan
§a1d In his speech that Aadhaar
1s de-fanged but not destroyed.

He said that corporates and the

government are bound to come
roaring back with new legisla-
tions and strategies. “It is the
eternal task of citizens to rema-
invigilant,” hesaid. b
“Thoughit(Aadhaar)isase-
emingly well-organized system,
the troubling aspect is the elec-
tronic tracking of = L
aperson as he pro-
gresses through li-
fe,” he said. “The -
tracking willeven-

tually usher in a surveillance

_state. The collection of datawill
.enable the state to build profiles
of individuals.” He said that
profiles will give thestateand its
organs tremendous power over
individuals. -
Divan pointed to two affida-
vitsfrom the petitioners that in-

dicated thedangers of Aadhaar:

urt has dramatically scaled
‘down the Aadhaar monster;’ le-

Shyam Divan at GNLU
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-usurely our Constitution is nOtl, '

~ acharterof atotalitarianstate,” |
-he said. “The necessary linking
-of all services with the Aadhaar
manifests a deep distrust of the

state towards the citizenry The
~ stateregardsusas
a nation of kna-

ves, a tragic dis-.
| i tortionof arepub- .
: = lican govern-
ment” . ‘

' Divan said that the apex co- |
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avingashrunken and relatively ,
skeletal creature. “The dissen-
ting judgement gives us hope
and it is the principles in this
thatwillendure,” hesaid.
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