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t a ime when cops from

Gujaratareunder the scan-

ner, an empirical study by

Gujarat National Law Uni-

versity has suggested im-
portant reformstoimprove policeac-
countability and the criminal justice
system. The study asserts on the im-
mediate need to separate the investi-
gative aspect from the maintenance
of law and order.

It also stressed that a positive
change can be brought about if the
policedecision-making processisfre-
ed from political interference.

The study titled ‘Importance of
Police Accountability and its Impact
on the Governance of Criminal Justi-
ce System in the State of Gujarat’ saw

the participation of 469 respondex:lts
igcluding 173 police officers, 296 ju-
dicial officers as well as lawyersinclu-

ding public prosecutors.
The study concentrated on four

districts of Gujarat: Ahmedabad, Va-
dodara, Suratand Rajkot.
Conducted by faculty members
Akil Ali Saiyad and Mardul .Mishtra,
the study’s objective was (0 1den{:1fy
flaws in the existing laws governing
police functionaries, external influ-
ence affecting police accountability,
.nd examine effect of police accoun-
tability on criminal justice as well as

the administrationsystem.

“In the present time, there san ur
o separate Law p_olm
(ones that conduct investigations)
from the Order police (0Ne€s that ma-
intain peace). PubliC accept.am;e_‘ IS
necessary fc:.rapoliceforcetol)?elﬁ(:l-
ent. The efficiency of the police will

gent need t

judicial officials and lawyers as well
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Reason for abuse of power

¢ 157 respondents pointed at political pressure for abuse of pewer

¢ 94 respondentsindicated personalinterest forabuse of power

¢ 133 respondents pointed at financial allurement for abuse of power
¢ 87respondents voiced external patronage as reason forabuse of

power

¢ 32respondentssaid lack of political will hinders police accourntability l

@ 10irespondentsopined procedural safeguard ashindrance to police

accountability

Reason for acquittal of accused | |

¢ 98respondentsopined that the reasonisimproperand flawed

Investigation

e 107 respondentsopined that reasonisimproper

presentation by prosecution

=

“

Observations made

¢ Peopleshould be made aware of law and job description of police
e Functionofpolicesystem should be made more transparentsoasto

curb corruption

e Frequencyandnumber oftraining programmes forcops needtobe

increased

e StatePolice Complaint Authority could be restructured
¢ Natureofcomplaintand bar on cognizance should be modified and
recruitment procedure to police force may be made more rigorous with

psychological and spiritual test

have a positive 1€sponse if there is
support from the pupllc, hence reor-
ganization and reorientation Of. the
police force 1s essential to serlrflf1ge
them to the needs of society, said

Prof Saiyad.
He added, “One approaCh could

be to reorganize the existing setup b}f
removing deficiencies and anomali-
es and redesigning the training pro--
gramme. Another approach, though
adical. would be tobreak completely
from the past, i.e., reconstitute me
entire police forceonascientilic basis

and in accordance with the needs of
[ndian society.”

Other suggestions included ma-
King the investigative officer accoun-
table if a person was acquitted due to
flawed investigation.

It also suggested setting up a sepa-
rate and specialised police complaint
authority at State- and district-level
to inquire into complaints filed aga-
inst police officials. The police must
be equipped with necessary training
and resources to increase the level of
performance, the study averred.




