
Your ‘chhutta doodh’ might
be making you really sick
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Cattle in cities end up eating plastic which makes milk toxic. It is important 
to clean animals well, or their waste can make its way into milk. It has to be 

thoroughly boiled or pasteurized before consumption.  

As much as 70% of loose milk samples from city was either 
adulterated, contaminated or had microbes, reports CERC

Precautions

70% 51%

Health 
issues

Areas checked

City 5AhmedabadMirror Thursday, August 3, 2017

L
aw students seem to prefer Na-
tional Law University to Guja-
rat University’s five-year in-
tegrated law course if the luke-
warm response to GU colleges

is anything to go by. Three years after it
was launched with much fanfare, GU’s
integrated law course has few takers.
Though lack of awareness was attribu-
ted to initial tepid response, this year
out of 420 seats in five colleges affiliated
to GU that participated in online ad-
mission process, 277 seats remained va-
cant after second round of admission.

In fact, only 393 students registered
for admission against 420 seats (that ad-
mission committee allocates), accor-
ding to Jayesh Solanki, an official of GU
admission committee. Varsity officials
believe the low turnout may be attribu-
ted to low interest in five-year course,
high fee for the course apart from many
students preferring the national level
CLAT for admission to national law
universities across the country.

GU has seven affiliated colleges of-
fering five-year integrated law course.
Of these, five colleges provide admis-
sion based on the central admission sy-
stem. They are GU’s Centre of Excellen-
ce, University School of Law, GLS Law
College, Khyati Institute of Law, LJ
School of Law and Shankersinh Vaghe-

la Bapu Institute of Law. As per data pro-
vided by admission committee, varsi-
ty’s centre of law had 41 seats vacant,
GLS had 7 seats vacant, 84 seats were va-
cant in Khyati Institute, 56 in LJ School
and 89 seats remained vacant in Bapu
Institute. “Students who participate in
the admission process confirm only if

erage 20 students compete for one seat
at NLUs. “When students select institu-
tes to study, they check quality of facul-
ty and infrastructure. Most who opt to
take up integrated law are from English
medium and so they choose colleges
educating in English. At GU, majority
of lectures are taken in Gujarati and
that is major constraint,” he said. 

Placement facility also plays a cruci-
al role in attracting students which may
be another factor going against GU, he
said. Principal of GLS Law College May-
uri Pandya says, “Other varsities, be it
MSU or SP University, have limited in-
take of 120 seats. We have more .”

they have got admission in GLS Law
College. Else, very few choose to take
admission to other colleges,” said Ris-
hikesh Mehta, coordinator for admis-
sion in integrated colleges. 

Director GNLU, Bimal Patel did not
receive call made by Mirror. Mohit
Mangal, a tutor for CLAT said that av-
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taken in Gujarati and
that is a constraint

-Bimal Patel, GNLU Director

A
n insurance firm that had re-
jected a medical claim stating
the patient had been admitted
for diagnosis instead of treat-

ment has been ordered to pay up the
full amount.

Akshay Sheth from Naranpura,
who held the policy from United India
Insurance Company Ltd, challenged
the rejection in Consumer Disputes
Redressal Forum, Gandhinagar. He
proved his daughter Nupur was given
drips, oral medication, injections and
also underwent laboratory tests and so-
nography. Following this, the District
Consumer Disputes Redressal Forum
ruled in their favour.

As per case details, Nupur, a 25-year-
old CA aspirant, suffered acute abdomi-
nal pain on January 18, 2013. When her
condition deteriorated, she was admit-
ted to Kaizen hospital in Memnagar at
11pm. Her parents intimated the insu-
rance agent on January 19, 2013 and he
promptly informed UIICL. Nupur was
discharged on January 22. Sheth, who
was covered for a sum up to Rs 1.75 lakh,
was confident his claim of Rs 26,950
would be accepted.

However, the claim was rejected by
UIICL, calling it mere diagnosis. Sheth
who works with a private company ex-
plained, “No patient is taken for routi-
ne diagnosis at 11in the night. Further-
more, no patient is admitted to a hospi-
tal for routine check-up.”

When Sheth received no favourab-
le reply from either the firm’s Gandhi-
nagar or Chennai office, he approa-
ched Consumer Education Research
Centre on September 27, 2013. CERC
sent two letters to UIICL seeking an ex-
planation. Later, a legal notice was issu-
ed to UIICL on May 26, 2014. Finally a

case was filed with the District Consu-
mer Disputes Redressal Forum, Gand-
hinagar on March 20, 2015.

Advocate Kruti Shah on behalf of
CERC proved Nupur underwent treat-
ment, by submitting reports and letter
issued by the hospital. She said, “UI-
ICL’s advocate argued the plaintiffs did
not intimate company on time. This
too was proved wrong as an email was
sent to the insurance company at 12
pm, which was submitted in the court.”

The forum, on July 3, gave the judg-
ment in the favour of CERC asking the
insurance company to pay Rs 26,950
with 8% interest from the day the claim
was rejected to the day the amount was
paid. It also ordered a payment of Rs
2,500 for mental harassment and Rs
1,000 for legal cost. 

Senior Divisional Manager of UI-
ICL, Gaurang Shah said, “I haven’t rece-
ived the judgement. We will see whet-
her to make payment or go for appeal.”
Later, the company paid Rs 39,783 to
the Sheths.

‘Patient treated so
pay insurance claim’
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REPRESENTATIONAL PHOTO
With students preferring national law varsities, GU’s 5-yr integrated course has few takers; 277 of 420 seats vacant after 2nd round

Gujarat University has seven affiliated colleges offering five-year integrated law course

Akshay Sheth

Insurance firm had rejected claim stating patient
was taken to hospital for diagnosis not treatment
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