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Ahmedabad: This can’t be ter-
med as a development model.
According to the recently relea-
sed figures of shortfall of doc-
tors, specialists, radiographers
and nursing staff in rural are-
as, Gujarat finds itself among
the BIMARU states —Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan
and Uttar Pradesh.

The figures released by the
Union ministry of health and
family welfare exposed the se-
vere shortfall of doctors in the
state. According to the report,
Gujarat has been witnessing a
shortfall of 1,140 specialists aga-
inst the required strength of
1,288 in community health cent-
res (CHCs). Besides, the state
has just 1,105 doctors working at
the primary health centres
(PHCs) against the required
strength of 1,314. 

The shortfall of doctors
may become a big hurdle in co-
ping with health-related issues
in the flood-hit areas of the sta-
te where there is a strong proba-
bility of epidemic. 

Activists working in the ru-
ral health sector have also come
across paucity of doctors in ru-
ral areas of Gujarat.

Smita Bajpai, an activist
working with a voluntary orga-
nization, said that the issue is
very complex. “Doctors these
days prefer private practice
even though the government
has good remuneration in offer

for them for working in rural
areas,” said Bajpai. Regions
like Kutch and Dang have been
witnessing severe shortfall of
doctors and specialists at PHCs
and CHCs, she said, adding that
the areas where infrastructure
development is not proper, doc-
tors do not prefer to go.

Pankti Jog, who works for
the rights of saltpan workers,

said that there is just one doctor
for three PHCs at Kharaghoda
in Surendranagar district near
Little Rann of Kutch, and he al-
so has to take care of mobile he-
alth van in that area.

State health minister Shan-
kar Chaudhary and health
commissioner J P Gupta were
not available for their com-
ments on the issue.
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1,288 Posts Of

Specialists
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SHORTFALL OF SPECIALISTS AT CHCs
State Required Shortfall

➤ Uttar Pradesh 3,092 2,608
➤ Rajasthan 2,284 1,787
➤ Tamil Nadu 1,540 1,464
➤ West Bengal 1,396 1,271
➤ Odisha 1,508 1,154
➤ Gujarat 1,288 1,140
➤ Madhya Pradesh 1,336 1,047
➤ Kerala 900 860
➤ Andhra Pradesh 772 613
➤ Chhattisgarh 620 559

RADIOLOGISTS AT CHCs
State Required Shortfall

➤ Uttar Pradesh 773 691
➤ Rajasthan 571 366
➤ Odisha 377 321
➤ West Bengal 349 271
➤ Tamil Nadu 385 266
➤ Maharashtra 360 254
➤ Kerala 225 207
➤ Gujarat 322 166
➤ Andhra Pradesh 193 156
➤ Jharkhand 188 149

NURSING STAFF AT PHCs AND CHCs
State Required Shortfall

➤ Uttar Pradesh 8,908 4,496
➤ Odisha 3,944 2,533
➤ Maharashtra 4,331 1,902
➤ Bihar 2,838 954
➤ Gujarat 3,568 858
➤ Jharkhand 1,643 589
➤ Karnataka 3,795 502
➤ Himachal Pradesh 1,071 405
➤ Chhattisgarh 1,875 399
➤ Uttarakhand 670 321

NOT A HEALTHY SCENARIO Specialists include surgeons, obstetrics and
gynaecologists, physicians and paediatricians

SHORTFALL OF DOCTORS AT PHCs
State Required Shortfall

➤ Uttar Pradesh 3,497 1,288
➤ Chhattisgarh 790 446
➤ Odisha 1,305 346
➤ Madhya Pradesh 1,171 225
➤ Karnataka 2,353 220
➤ Gujarat 1,314 209
➤ West Bengal 909 188
➤ Assam 1,014 82
➤ Jharkhand 327 56
➤ Uttarakhand 257 42

A Chandkheda resident
has filed a complaint with
Chandkheda police for
theft of valuables worth Rs
1.92 lakh and $1,500. Accor-
ding to the complaint by
Dayanand Sharma, a
resident of Dhartinagar,
Tragad Road, someone
entered his residence
between April 20 and July
28 after breaking lock on
the main door and stole
the valuables including
gold and silver ornaments,
wrist watches and cash
from the safe. 

Chain snatched: A gold
necklace worth Rs 40,000
was reported snatched
from Satellite. According
to the complaint by Trusha
Patel, 28, a resident of
Kaushalya Bungalow, she
was passing from near her
residence at 2.30pm on
July 29 when two persons
came near her on a bike
and snatched her gold
necklace. Patel has filed a
complaint for snatching
with Anandnagar police. 

PUNCH-NAMA

House break-in

READYING FOR FESTIVITIES 

Ahmedabad: In a major re-
lief to tax-payers of Surat,
who had to travel to Ahmed-
abad for their tax dispute ap-
peals, the diamond city will
now have a full-fledged Inco-
me Tax Appellate Tribunal
(ITAT). The ITAT will be the
second tribunal after Ah-
medabad in Gujarat which
may start functioning by end
of August. 

I-T officials said that the
ITAT at Surat will have juris-
diction of the districts like
Bharuch, Dang, Narmada,
Navsari, Tapi and Valsad
along with the union territo-
ries of Diu, Daman and Dad-
ra-Nagar Haveli (DNH). This
will help people to file their

appeals in Surat rather than
coming all the way to Ah-
medabad, said an official.

“On July 24, the notifica-
tion was issued for setting up
of the Surat bench. The ca-
ses of Surat and other areas
of South Gujarat will now be
heard at Surat ITAT. These
cases were earlier heard by
Ahmedabad bench,” said an
I-T official. 

“The bench at Surat is

likely to be made functional
within next two months.
While the ITAT is looking for
suitable place, it may tempo-
rarily function from Income
Tax office premises. 

The ITAT bench in Surat
will offer opportunities to la-
wyers and chartered acco-
untants in Surat as ITAT is a
formal court requiring ex-
pertise, said officials.

It is estimated that at pre-
sent there are around 4,000
appeals which will be trans-
ferred to Surat bench.

The ITAT is oldest Tribu-
nal in India, set up in 1941,
and on the questions of facts,
its decisions are final. On the
substantial questions of law,
however, ITAT decisions can
be appealed in the high co-
urt.

Surat to get Income Tax
Appellate Tribunal

Second In Gujarat After Ahmedabad
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Ahmedabad: A quick mid-
air decision by the pilots of
the Indian Air Force (IAF)
helped rescue a 17-year-old
boy with multiple fractures
in flood-ravaged Patan dis-
trict on Saturday evening. 

At around 6:15pm, the dis-
aster relief cell set up by the
South Western Air Com-
mand (SWAC) received a call
from the state administra-
tion that a 17-year-old boy
Bheema was stranded in flo-
od waters at Bismillahgadh
village of Patan. The messa-
ge was passed to the pilot of
MI175V helicopter Wing
Commander Vikram Thiga-
raman who was on the job of
dropping food packets in the
district.

Moreover, this particular
aircraft did not have a cradle
and other equipment for win-
ching stranded persons. 

“We took a decision mid-
air to attach these equip-
ment. The challenge was to do
it within 15 minutes as the da-
ylight was fading fast and the-
re was thick cloud cover too.

Moreover, there is no scope
for error as the rescue at-
tempt could fail and prove
dangerous for the victim,”
Thigaraman told TOI. 

Besides this, the other
challenge was finding a pro-
per place to hover around as
there were many high-ten-
sion cables and windmills
around. “However, we did it

quickly and lifted Bheema
and his father by 6:55pm,” he
added. Thigaraman was ac-
companied by co-pilot Squad-
ron Leader Mohit Lamoriya,
sergeants Riyazuddin and M
Behra and corporal Mahesh.
Bheema, who had multiple
fractures in his lower body,
and his father were taken to
the medical camp in Thara. 

Teenager from Patan with
multiple fractures rescued 
IAF Pilots

Attached Cradle
For Winching Him

In 15 Minutes
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Pandey gets clearance
Mehsana collector Alok Pandey has

got clearance from the state and the
central governments to go
to his home state Uttar
Pradesh on deputation for
five years. The relieving
order is likely to be issued
by the Gujarat government
shortly. However, it’s not

clear whether Pandey will join as officer
on special duty (OSD) to UP CM Yogi
Adiyanath or deputy CM Dinesh Sharma.
The ‘lightning speed’ with which Pandey
got the clearance is being appreciated by
all. According to sources, revenue secreta-
ry Hareet Shukla was also in the race for
UP deputation. A smart player, Pandey had
earlier claimed that he had no plan to go
to UP and termed his UP visit as a ‘perso-
nal’ one.

Kanwar may become RC in Delhi

Arti Kanwar, an IAS officer of 2001
batch and special commissioner,

commercial tax, has reportedly been
chosen by the Gujarat government to

replace Bharat Lal, resi-
dent commissioner of
Gujarat in New Delhi. Lal, a
1988 batch IFS officer, has
recently been appointed
as joint secretary to
President Ram Nath

Kovind. Kanwar has reportedly requested
the state government to allow her to work
as the RC in Delhi as she wanted to move
to Delhi for personal reasons. Names of
several senior officers like P K Gera, MD,
GACL, Vadodara; and Sujit Gulati, additio-
nal chief secretary (ACS), energy & petro-
chemicals, are also under consideration.

Transfers on hold?
The wait is becoming endless. Amid

speculation of one more round of

transfer of collectors, DDOs, DSPs, few
secretaries and senior IPS officers, a
reliable source has revealed that there is
no hurry on part of the state government
to go for any major transfer of officials till
the assembly elections are over. According
to him, only a couple collectors and DDOs
may be shifted. “Few DSPs, who have
completed three years at a place, will be
changed. Senior police officials are not
going to be shifted till the elections are
over,” he added.

A hectic week for Agrawal
It was a very hectic week for Arvind

Agrawal, additional chief secretary
(ACS), forest & environ-
ment, who was in-charge
chief secretary for a week
as chief secretary J N
Singh was on a tour to
Japan. Rain fury in the
state kept Agrawal busy

for the whole week. Though, he didn’t get
the chance to attend cabinet and
chair committee of secretaries as
both were cancelled due to the
heavy rain, he got an opportunity
to make a presentation before PM
Narendra Modi who had come to
the state for an aerial survey of
flood-affected areas. Many senior
babus feel that Agrawal may
become the fulltime CS when Singh retires
in May 2019.

In-charge acche hain!
It seems, the state government has full

faith in ‘in-charge governance’. If sour-
ces are to be believed, the government has
decided not to appoint any regular DGP
and may ask Geetha Johri to continue as
the in-charge DGP till the elections are
over. There is a possibility that the elec-
tions may be held before Diwali in Oc-

tober. Johri is scheduled to retire in No-
vember. “Government doesn’t want to

appoint Johri as a regular
DGP. If required, the state
government may seek
Election Commission of
India’s nod to continue
with an in-charge DGP
during the election,” said a
source. “She may get an

extension,” he added.

Weighing all options
Sometimes you get posted at a preferred

place, but not placed at a preferred
position. This has appa-
rently happened to at
least four Gujarat cadre
IAS officers in New Delhi.
According to sources,
they want to return to
Gujarat instead of serving

at “sidelined posts” in the national capital.
Two 1987 batch IAS officers —
Raj Kumar, joint secretary,
department of economic
affairs; and R P Gupta, joint
secretary, ministry of coal —
have been shifted to not so
promising posts of director
general, Employees State
Insurance Corporation (ESIC);

and managing director, National Waqf
Development Corporation Ltd. They have
reportedly requested the government to
review their postings and 360-degree
performance reports. Two other Gujarat
cadre officers, G C Murmu and Anita
Karwal, who have not got empanelled to
additional secretary rank, may also prefer
to have a better posting in the state as
senior principal secretary or additional
chief secretary, sources said. However,
their homecoming will lead to some uphe-
aval in the Gujarat bureaucracy.

TRUE LIES

Palanpur: The death toll in
the devastating floods that ra-
vaged north Gujarat districts
of Banaskantha and Patan
has risen to 186, according to
the data provided by the state
flood control room.

The maximum deaths ha-
ve happened since July 21 in
Banaskantha district that
was pounded by incessant ra-
infall and due to release of
massive quantity of water
from the local dams later.
Control room sources said
that 61 deaths, mostly due to
drowning, have been repor-
ted from Banaskantha alone. 

Chief minister Vijay Ru-
pani has announced that he
would be camping in the dis-
trict for next five days to over-
see relief and rehabilitation
work. On Sunday, Rupani met
the relatives of the 17 people
from a family who died in
Khariya village of Kankrej
taluka. At least 28 bodies have
been recovered from the Ba-
nas river in Khariya and ne-
arby villages alone. He also
interacted with family mem-
bers of the victims and distri-

buted compensation chequ-
es. 

“This is the worst flood of
the century in Banaskan-
tha,” Rupani said. 

He also visited Dhanera,
which was the worst-affected
and met farmers and traders
at the Agriculture Produce
Market Committee (APMC),
which has been forced to
dump nearly 4,000 tonne rot-
ten grains into a 10 hectare go-
vernment wasteland. The
APMC has sought Rs 80 crore
as assistance from the state
government to start everyt-
hing afresh. 

BJP for spitting venom aga-
inst its MLAs for not being
there in the floods. “Where
was Ahmedabad (East) MP
Paresh Rawal when majority
of the areas were inundated?
Where was local MP (Mohan
Kundariya) when Morbi dis-
trict was flooded,” the party’s
spokesman Manish Doshi sa-
id. 

Hitting out at Patel, Rupa-
ni said it was out his greed to
win the Rajya Sabha poll, that
he sent 40 Congress MLAs to
Bengaluru. “Some of them
belonged to those districts
which are badly hit by flood.

Patel forced them to leave the-
ir constituencies, as he was
only concerned about his Ra-
jya Sabha seat,” the chief mi-
nister alleged.

Talking to mediapersons
in Palanpur, Patel refuted Ru-
pani’s allegation that leaving
Gujarat and moving to Beng-
aluru shows the “insensitive
approach” of the Congress
MLAs, at a time when the sta-
te is facing flood-like situa-
tion.

He alleged that Congress
MLAs from Banaskantha and
other flood-affected regions
were forced to leave the state. 

“Assured them of proper
and timely assessment of the
damage caused due to the de-
vastating flood,” Rupani twe-
eted. 

Smarting under severe
criticism over party MLAs
cooling their heels in Benga-
luru resort, senior Congress
leader Ahmed Patel, state
Congress president Bharat-
sinh Solanki, state Congress
affairs incharge Ashok Geh-
lot and others also toured the
flood-hit areas of Banaskan-
tha on Sunday and met relati-
ves of the deceased.

Congress hit back at the

Flood death toll mounts to 186; CM to
camp in Banaskantha for five days 

Cong And BJP
Locked In War
Of Words As

People Suffer 
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi/Ahmedabad:
The Indian Air Force has
cleared 12 national highwa-
ys (NHs), including Dwar-
ka-Maliya highway in Guja-
rat, as emergency landing
airstrips that will enable re-
scue operation teams to re-
ach calamity-affected areas
easily. Although there was
initially a proposal to deve-
lop 21NHs into airstrips, for
now 12 have
been cleared,
with three of
those connec-
ting Odisha,
Jharkhand, and Chhattis-
garh — all Maoist-affected
areas — which also witness
vagaries of nature like flo-
ods and cyclones almost
every year.

Among the 12 NHs clea-
red for being developed into
airstrips are: Dwarka-Mali-
ya highway in Gujarat,
Jamshedpur-Balasore
highway and Chattarpur-
Digha highway (both tou-
ching Odisha), the Kishang-
anj-Islampur highway in
Bihar, Delhi-Moradabad
highway in Delhi-Uttar Pra-
desh, Bijbehara-Chinar
Bagh highway in Jammu
and Kashmir, Rampur-
Kathgodam highway in Ut-

tarakhand, Lucknow-Var-
anasi highway in Uttar Pra-
desh, Kharagpur-Keonjhar
highway in West Bengal,
and Mohanbari-Tinsukia
highway in Assam.

“On the remaining NHs,
discussions and testing are
on and soon they too are lik-
ely to be cleared by the IAF,”
a senior government offici-
al, requesting anonymity,
said. To start with, the
thickness of tar will be in-

creased
and high-
ways will
be made
strong

enough for aircraft to land.
“The highways will be

open for public during nor-
mal times, but in case there
is an emergency, normal
traffic will be blocked and
the stretch will be used for
aircraft,” said the official.
“Also, alternate ways will
be created for normal traf-
fic flow during emergencies
The National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)
has been chosen as the ex-
ecuting agency.

NHAI chairman Deepak
Kumar said: “The bill of qu-
antities has been prepared
and we are waiting for app-
roval from the competent
authority on when to start.”

Dwarka-Maliya
highway to be

used for aircraft 

Ahmedabad: In a first, the
students of Gujarat National
Law University (GNLU) are
doing their intern-ship with
the state Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) and are assi-
sting the staff to prepare the
cases for legal proceedings. 

It is a win win situation
for both students and the
cops. As ACB have got extra
pair of eyes and brains to go
through finer points of the
case, students have got an op-
portunity to work with a go-
vernment organization and
understand procedures in-
volved, said ACB officials.

Keshav Kumar, in-charge
director, ACB, said that in
past one year there is lot of
emphasis on making water
tight cases. Due to which ma-
ny accused in the high profile
cases have been denied bail
after thier arrest. Moreover
the conviction rate has gone
up from 21% in 2016 to 31% till
July this year.

“It would surely be a good

exposure for the future lawy-
ers to hone their skills while
they work with a govern-
ment agency,” he said.

ACB officials said that the
students are working closely
with the legal advisor of the
agency and helping find refe-
rences for corruption-rela-
ted cases including impor-
tant judgements from across
India to prepare better case
papers. They added that the
intern-ship opportunity also
allows working closely with
the field team and helps in
creating awareness about le-
gal rights.

Saubhagya Dubey, a fo-
urth year student from
GNLU who is heading the te-
am, said that for them it is a
whole new world compared
to the course work at the uni-
versity. “We compiled the re-
levant orders for the agency
by Gujarat Vigilance Com-
mission (GVC) and went
through ACB manual. We al-
so understood the process of
a case - right from trap to con-
viction,” he said.

GNLU students to
assist ACB sleuths 
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Congress leaders, led by Ahmed Patel meet flood victims on Sunday. Chief minister Vijay Rupani conducts a survey of flood-affected areas 

Shopping begins for Raksha Bandhan festival 

Gandhinagar:The Indian Air Force (IAF) pressed into service its
Cheetah helicopter to airlift a patient from Abiyana village in

Santhalpur taluka of Patan who
critically needed dialysis on Saturday.
According to the press release issued
by HQ SWAC Gandhinagar, on
arriving overhead the site pilot Wing
Commander Gautam Narain saw the
patient on the top of the roof of a

house completely marooned amid flood waters from all sides. “The
pilot, having made an accurate assessment of the situation and
bearing in mind the importance of saving the life at stake, brought his
Cheetah to a low hover, finally gently resting it on the boundary wall of
the rooftop. Assisted by family members next to him on the roof, the
patient was lifted up over the wall and finally carefully pulled aboard
the aircraft. All this, while the pilot delicately and very skilfully balanced
the helicopter on its skids over the wall. TNN

Man needing dialysis airlifted

Yogesh Chawda
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