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SPECIAL CBI judge D L Patel, who
presided over Amit Jethva murder
case trial and was transferred by
the Gujarat High Court for being a
“mute spectator”, while crucial
witnesses turned hostile, has got
respite from the Supreme Court
(SC). The apex court on Monday
set aside the High Court order, di-
recting the court administration
to look into the conduct of the
judge.

The apex court also cancelled
the bail of former BJP MP from
Junagadh Dinu Bogha Solanki, a
key accused in the murder case,
till fresh examination ofeight eye-
witnesses. It also barred him from
entering Gujarat until fresh exam-
ination of 26 other witnesses.

The Supreme Court order on
Patel stated that “condemnation

of the presiding officer and going
to the extent of damning him, al-
beit, in an oblique manner, may
not be justified in the facts of this
case.” The apex court noted that
“no fault can be formed (sic) about
the general observations of the
high court about the role of the
trial court judge who is not sup-
posed to be a mute spectator
when he finds that witnesses after
witnesses are turning hostile.” 

However, the SC was of the
view that “high courts should not
lightly passed (sic) strictures
against the judges in subordinate
judiciary.” 

Special judge Patel, who is on
verge ofretirement after “render-
ing service for more than 30
years”, had reserved the order in
the Amit Jethva murder case trial.
The victim’s father had moved the
high court citing threats to wit-
nesses by Solanki, following
which they had turned hostile.
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SC respite for special judge Japan team to
collaborate
with MSMEs
Ahmedabad: Hyogo Prefe-
cture governor Toshizo Ido,
who is leading a high-level
Goodwill Delegation here,
on Tuesday said that Japan
would like to do business
with Small and Medium
Enterprises in Gujarat with
focus on culture, food, dis-
aster management and
environment. Ido added
that the students in
Ahmedabad and Kobe
would be encouraged to
participate in the student
exchange programmes
between the two coun-
tries.ENS

GNLU student
gets Rhodes
scholarship
Ahmedabad: A student of
Gujarat National Law
University, Sameer Rashid
Bhat, has become the first
Rhodes scholar from the
university and the first
from Kashmir as well. The
Rhodes scholarship, picks
five Indians every year and
aspires to create future
leaders. The students are
awarded the scholarship
on the bases of their intel-
lectual and academic abil-
ities, achievement in ex-
tracurricular activities and
a commitment to public
service.ENS

CEPT to train
civic members

Ahmedabad:The Centre of
Excellence in Urban
Transport, CEPT Unive-
rsity, CRDF has planned a
capacity building work-
shop, in association with
the Pimpri Chinchwad
Municipal Corporation in
Maharashtra, for it mem-
bers. The university on
Tuesday said that the sec-
ond workshop is being or-
ganised under the theme
of‘Making Planning Work
for Urban Development’.
ENS
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