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I
t is indeed a proud moment for
Gujarat National Law University
(GNLU) as one of its students
marks his place as an illustrious

Rhodes Scholar. Meet Sameer Rashid
Bhat (21), who hails from Anantnag in
Kashmir, a final year BA LLB student at
GNLU, who revealed he’d like to work
for the people of his state in the area of
policy making and in constitution law
and human rights, once he completes
his scholarship. 

Bhat finds himself among the five
students selected from India for 2018.
The list includes Nikita Arora, Govern-
ment College, Girls, Punjabi Universi-
ty, Patiala (Women’s Studies); Rahul
Bajaj, RSTM Nagpur University (Law);
Krishnendu Ray, Chennai Mathema-

tical Institute (Theoretical Physics);
Archit Jain, St Stephen’s College, Uni-
versity of Delhi (Economics); besides
Bhat. 

Speaking with Mirror, Bhat said: “It
is a great feeling, and I could not have
done this without the support of my
teachers at the university. I now look
forward to going to Oxford University
and study comparative constitutional
law and human rights.

“I belong to Anantnag, but have li-
ved in Srinagar. Once back from my
stint at Oxford, I would like to work for
people in Kashmir,” he added.

Bhat was selected after a highly-
competitive application and prelimi-
nary selection process. His selection
was finalised by the Committee com-
prising Gopalkrishna Gandhi, and
noted academics, practitioners.

For the uninitiated, the Rhodes
Scholarships, which were instituted

under the will of Cecil Rhodes in 1902,
include all university and college fees,
an annual stipend and travel expenses
to the University of Oxford before the
start of the programme and a return
ticket following the course of study.

Studying at the University of Oxford
will give the chosen scholars access to
world class academics in their field as
well as an international alumni net-
work that includes heads of state, Pu-
litzer Prize winning authors, Nobel
Prize winners and Olympians, stated
official communication from GNLU.

Bimal Patel, Director, GNLU, spo-
ke about how the university is pleased
with Bhat’s achievements. “We are
hoping many more students and fa-
culty members will win the scholars-
hip and contribute more in academics
and research,” said Patel.

Delighted on completing the se-
lection of another batch of Rhodes
Scholars-elect from India, Nandan Ka-
math, the National Secretary, Rhodes
Scholarships for India, said: “Our Rho-
des Scholars-elect are selected after a ri-
gorous process from an outstanding
pool of finalists. We are delighted to be
able to provide our five chosen scho-
lars with unique academic and perso-
nal growth opportunities at the Uni-
versity of Oxford and through our
Scholarship programme. We look for-
ward to participating in their journeys
as they interact with, and seek to influ-
ence, the worlds around them.”

GNLU student is a Rhodes Scholar
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M
ore help could be co-
ming for BJP ahead of
Assembly elections in
its bid to woo Muslim
voters. Sufi seers and

Shia preachers from Uttar Pradesh and
other parts of the country are likely to
land in Gujarat to campaign for the saf-
fron party in coming days. They may
canvass for BJP in 35 to 40 constituen-
cies that have a sizeable number of mi-
nority community voters.

“A section of Sufi as well as Shia
communities is leaning towards the
BJP. The party’s victory in UP substan-
tiates the fact that they have voted for
it there. Their representatives can spe-
ak about development work done by
BJP in UP,” said a source in the party.
He added that it was likely that religio-
us leaders from other parts of the co-
untry too would arrive for campaig-
ning.

However, Sufi Mehboob Ali Chisti,
president of BJP minority cell, said,
“We have not invited or planned to in-
vite any Sufi or Shia preachers in Mus-
lim areas but they are free to come.”

Meanwhile, a Sufi NGO has organi-
sed marches of Sufi and Hindu religio-
us leaders November 15 onwards, clai-
ming to spread the message of commu-
nal harmony. However, the organizer
claims that the programmes are not for
any party’s election campaigning.

“We see political parties trying to
create a divide based on caste and reli-
gion ahead of elections, because of
which people have to suffer. We have
organised various programmes from
November 15, where we will meet peo-
ple and spread the message of commu-
nal harmony,” said Anwar Shaikh,
president of Muhibban-E-Ahlebait Fo-
undation. “Nobody can deny that da-
ys of communal conflict and curfew

have gone. Muslim traders do business
in Hindu localities without any fear,”
he said.

Replying to a question on whether
the programme would help the saffron
party, Shaikh, “We are not aligned
with any party. We work for commu-
nal harmony.”

BJP to woo Muslims harder
The party has planned to organise hu-
ge public meetings at seats where the
Muslim votes could make a difference.
This is besides the small rallies in other

Assembly constituencies. “As of now,
we have decided to hold public rallies
in all 182 constituencies in the state.
We have also collected data of 36,000
Muslim women who favoured triple
talaq issue when it was pending before
the Supreme Court. We will also have a
conference for Muslim women,” said a
source from BJP minority cell.

Sufi Mehboob Ali, president of BJP
minority cell, said, “We will hold big
public meetings in 35 to 40 constitu-
encies where Muslim votes will be cru-
cial.”

UP’s Shia, Sufi leaders
to rally for BJP here?
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Party sources say representatives of the communities likely 
to campaign for party on 35-40 seats with Muslim dominance 

We have not invited any
Sufi or Shia preachers in
Muslim areas but they are
free to come

–Sufi Mehoob Ali Chisti, president, 
BJP minority cell

We have organised various
programmes to spread
message of communal
harmony... We are not
alligned to any party

–Anwar Shaikh, NGO president

T
he election frenzy in State
continues. After a gap of one
month, Rahul Gandhi will
once again come to Gujarat

for poll campaigning. Having visited
Saurastra and Central Gujarat zones
in last two months, the Congress vi-
ce-president will visit South Gujarat
during his three-day tour starting
from Wednesday.

Just like in last two visits, Rahul
will visit temples in the region. This
time he will visit the Unai Mata
temple in Vansda, Navsari. The
temple is a place of faith for thou-
sands of tribals as it is believed that
Lord Rama had visited this place.
Then Chief Minister Narendra Modi
had offered prayers here in 2012 and
dedicated development works. Ra-
hul may also visit the Shabridham
temple in Dangs.

Rahul is expected to travel 500
km by road and cover 30 Assembly
seats in six districts. In Surat, he will
address a gathering in Varachha,
known as ‘Mini Saurashtra’. The area
earned this name as migrants from
Saurashtra, especially Patidars, have
settled here. 

Speculations are rife that this will
be the place from where Hardik Patel
declared his support to Congress. Ra-
hul will then visit Bharuch, Tapi,
Navsari, Valsad and Dang districts.
He will address a gathering at Nana
Pondha (Kaparada).

Congress working president and
south zone in-charge Dr Tushar
Chaudhary said, “Rahul will cover
the entire tribal belt of South Gujarat
as well as Surat. During his visit, he
will cover 30 seats, of which 12 are in
Surat. He will address different gro-
ups including women, professio-
nals, ASHA workers, tribals and far-
mers.” Chaudhary added that Rahul
will focus on tribals’ issues like land

rights, water scarcity etc. “Unemplo-
yment and migration are also big
problems of this tribal belt,” he said.

GPCC president Bharatsinh So-
lanki said, “BJP believes in taking out
many yatras but they don’t concent-
rate on local issues. Gujarat CM is di-
verting people’s attention from core
issues by giving statements on non-
issues. Rahul Gandhi will go and lis-
ten to the issues of tribals, Kolis, fis-
hermen, anavils, farmers and trader
community of South Gujarat.”

Rahul returns, to
campaign in South
Gujarat from today
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I look forward to
going to Oxford Uni-

versity and studying
comparative constitu-
tional law and human
rights. Once back from
my stint at Oxford, I
would like to work for
people in Kashmir

Sameer Rashid Bhat

Samir Rashid Bhat

The religious leaders could speak about BJP’s achievements in UP Amit Shah to arrive
on November 4
BJP national president Amit
Shah will arrive in State on
November 4 for four days,
during which he will attend
meetings to finalise election
candidates and meet top
leaders . Sources in BJP said
Shah has scheduled the visit to
his home State to oversee poll
preparations and identify
proper candidates for the 182
Assembly constituencies. The
party has set a target of victo-
ry on 150 seats and is taking all
steps to ensure that strong
candidates are selected from
every constituency.

Rahul will also offer prayers at Unai
Mata temple in Vansda

Will travel to 30 constituencies in six districts
and cover the entire tribal belt in three days
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