GNLU team talks it out in Vienna

Just 18, FY student Aastha Mehta is representing GNllI at international moot court as its arguing counsel. She shares her excitement

t is pretty chilly in Vienna right
now, buttheincessantarguments
.1nc|c|i5u|ssic-nsisturningthecit}-‘
hot! Teams from 300 prestigious
universities across the world are
busy presentingtheircasesandarguing
with a conviction that can puzzle and
confuse toparbitratorsin the world.

Welcome to the 20th Internaticnal
Moot Competitionwhichison atJurid-
icum (Law faculty) at Vienna Universi-
ty that has owver 63,000 students from
130 countries studying in its various
faculties. The International Moot
Competition is an event that aspiring
law students from all overthe world re-
allylook forwar d to. However, some get
lucky. Like me. I am part of the six-
member GNLU teamn representing our
university at the moot competition
which is also called the Olympics for
Law Students.

Whilethereareseveralissues, oneof
the main topicsiswhethera party toan
internaticnalcommerdal contract can
seek damages for breach by the other
party when the first party indulges in
childlabour, an unethical practice. The
case topicis very close to my heart.

All counselswill be arguing forand
against all propositions. 1 will be argu-
ing for a defaulting party that has in-
dulgedin child labour against one uni-
wversity. And in another round, I'will be
doingthe exactopposite,

Imagine youngbrainsfrom 300 top
universities of the world focusing on
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oneissuewith variouslegal aspects. Itis
a 3a0-degres experien ce.

So far, we have faced competitors
from University of Hanowver in Germa-
ny, University of Masarvkin Czech Re-
public, University of Pantheon Sor-
bonnein Paris, and University of Turku
in Finland. We will know theresultson
MJIchQ

I am passionately and articulately
arguing the case, covering various legal
angles. [tisamatter of greatprivilege for
me. | am just 18, and the voungest
member of our team which also in-
cludes my co-student Shivansh Jolly
who is addressing the procedural part

of the case.

PoojaParikhand Kriti Kishore from
second year, Shaival Shelat from first
vear and Shardad Sharma from fourth
vearwork hard to research the caseand
provide in-depth insights, Our coach is
Soumyadipta Chanda, a fifth year law
studentwho guides us through the rig-
orous process of international moot
courtcompetition.

Law students across the world and
arbitrators, who have came from vari-
ous coun tries, say they have immense-
Ivenjoyed listeningtoourlegal submis-
sionson this vitalissue, Thismoot gives
us the chance to develop our arguing
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skills, since each teamarguesfromboth
sidesof thecase, forcing law students to
lockatalldimensionsofamatter.
Each university holds inter se com-
petition to select students forthe inter-
national competition. At GNLLU, first
yearstudents to those studying Master
ofLawstake partin thecontest. Though
lama first year student, the university
chose meto be thearguingeounsel.Itis
anhonour.
Sofar,wehavehadtherareprivilege
ofmeetingeminentpersonalitiesinthe
field of International Commercial Ar-
bitration like Dr Ingeborg Schwenzer,
an assodate member of International

"MOOT COMPETIIION

TheInternational Moot Com petition
was conceived by Professor Eric Berg-
stan, farmersscratary ofthe United
Nations Commission on International
Trade Law (UNCITRAL). The basic
structure ofthis moeotis based on a hy-
pothetical case, based generally on
Linite:d Nations Camvention on In-
ternational Sale of Goods (ClSG)and
prineiples of UNCITRAL and Interna
tional Institute for the Unifization of
Private Law (UMIDROIT) made by the
United Nations.

Academy of Comparative Law and
chairman of CI8G Advisory Council,
DrStefan Kroll, leading German expert
on international commercial arbitra-
tion and honorary professor at Buceri-
us Law School in Germany aswel lasDr
Christina Ramberg, a professor of Pri-
vate International Law at Stockholm
University and a Swedish delegate at
UNCITRALWorking Groupin UNO.

Thankfully, all's not just work, We
arehaving agreattime, too. Viennaisa
beautiful city and ple are friendly
here. I love the architecture, very Ro-
manandGothic. The Austriansarevery
proud that for the second consecutive
time the city has been adjudged the
mostliveablecityof the world byinter-
national consulting firm Mercer. The
cityisagreat place toexplore European
artandculture,



