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UNIONRural Development
Minister Jairam Ramesh on
Tuesday said thatNGOshave
becomea ‘racket’ and ‘mafia’,
and as a conscious ‘strategy’
their participation has been
minimisedbytheCentralgov-
ernment, though there are
some who are doing good
work.Rameshwasaddressing
70 to 100 representatives of
NGOs from the state at the
GujaratVidyapithhere.

Ramesh said that in the
lastfewyearstheroleofNGOs
has been minimised in rural
developmentprogrammes.“It
is truethat inthelast fewyears,
the role of NGOs in the rural
developmentprogrammeshas
decreased. There are many
reasons for it.Ourexperience
withNGOs in somestateshas
not been good. In different
states, we have seen that
NGOs have become a racket.
And this racket has been
formed because politicians
and NGOs have developed a
close association,” Ramesh
said, adding that most NGOs
areeitherinthenameofoneor
theotherpolitician’swife, son,

daughter or some relative. “It
has become amafia,” he said,
adding that “there are some
states like Maharashtra, Gu-
jarat...where someNGOsare
doinggoodwork”.

Ramesh said that it was
thestrategyofthegovernment
to give less importance to
NGOs than they used to get
earlier.Elaboratingfurther,he
said that it was important to
workwith elected institutions
like state governments and
gram panchayats. He added
thatNGOswould beworking
inthoseplaceswherethenum-
ber of these (elected) institu-
tionswas less.
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T
HE Gujarat High
Court (HC) on Tues-
day granted bail to

three convicts in the 2002
Godhra train carnage case
till the pendency of their ap-
peals before HC. The three
were convicted and sen-
tenced to life imprisonment
by a special trial court in
2011. Their appeals against
conviction are pending be-
foreHC.

The three have been
identified as Kasim Abdul
Sattar alias Kasim Biryani
Ghanchi, Irfan Siraj Pado
Ghanchi and Soheb Yusuf
AhmedKalandar.

The three were granted
bail by a division bench of
the High Court comprising
Justices Akil Kureshi and R
PDholaria.

According to I H Syed,
the convicts’ lawyer, they had
based their petitions on the
ground that Abdul Rehman
Abdul Majid Dhantiya alias

Kankatto, another convict in
the case, was granted bail by
the Supreme Court in April
this year. Dhantiya was
granted bail on the ground
that he was arrested in 2002
and since then had been in
jail. The apex court held that
appeals were likely to take
time to be heard.

“The case of the three
convicts was similar to the
one convict whowas granted
bail by the Supreme Court.
The HC took this into ac-
count while granting bail to

them,” Syed said.
A special trial court for

the case had convicted 31
persons and acquitted 63 ac-
cused in 2011. Out of the 31
convicts, 11 were con-
demned to deathwhereas 20
otherswere given life impris-
onment.

The convicts were held
guilty for setting the Sabar-
mati Express train on fire
near Godhra Railway Sta-
tion on February 27, 2002.
Fifty nine persons were
killed in the in the carnage.
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UNION Minister Jairam
Ramesh said here onTuesday
that there was no question of
using force to acquire land for
the nuclear power plant pro-
posed at Mithivirdi village in
coastalBhavnagardistrict.

Addressingmediapersons
here, he said that the consent
clauseof thenewlandacquisi-
tion law did not apply to
Mithivirdi project andneither
the Central nor the state gov-
ernments could forcibly ac-
quire landevenforpublicpur-
pose in this case. “There is no
question of bulldozing to ac-
quire landincasepeopledon’t
wanttogive itup,”hesaid.

According to the provi-
sionsoftheRighttoFairCom-
pensationandTransparencyin
LandAcquisition,Rehabilita-
tion and Resettlement Bill
passed by the Lok Sabha on
August 29, the consent of 80
per cent landholders is re-
quired in the case of acquisi-
tionforaprivatecompanyand
70percentowners’consentfor
a project on public-private
partnershipbasis.However,he
said that the land for a project

for public purpose, as defined
by the new law, could be ac-
quired without the consent of
thelandowners.

People from several vil-
lages aroundMithivirdi have
opposed the acquisition of
their land. OnMonday, thou-
sands of farmers marched to
Bhavnagardistrictcollectorate
andsubmittedamemorandum
opposingboththe projectand
landacquisition for it.

The Centre had signed a
memorandumofunderstand-
ing with the Gujarat govern-
ment a couple of years ago in
thisconnection.

Thenuclearpowerplant is
to be set up by a US firm and
the Central government is re-
ported to have diluted certain
conditions for itwithregardto
safety in case of an accident,
thusangeringpeople.

Godhra case: 3 convicts get bail
HC rejects seven
convicts’ bail plea

AHMEDABAD: TheHC
bench rejected the regular
bail plea of sevenother con-
victs in the case. The court re-
fused their plea on thegrou-
nd that they hadabsconded
at the relevant timeandwere
not available for investiga-
tion. The court expressed ap-
prehension that theymight
abscondagain. ENS

2 booked for tax
evasion in Vadodara
VADODARA:Officialsof the
Central excise commissionerate
booked twopersons forallegedly
evading taxduties through illicit
manufactureandsaleofgutkha
fromapremises inVasna in
Anand’sBorsad taluka.While
onePareshAminwasarrested,
anotherAshwinPatel ison the
run.Twogutkha-fillingmachines
andvarious rawmaterialsused
formakinggutkhawereseized.
According toofficials, theduo
haveevadedcentral exciseduty
ofmore thanRs1crore.

GNLUwinsMoot
Court competition

GANDHINAGAR: Students
from theGNLUwon the School
of LawChrist University’sMoot
Court competition. The team
composed of Shivangi Agarwal,
Prerna Jain andAvani Sahajpal.
GNLU students JhoraDasgupta
andGayathreeDevi K. T d vied
with students fromNLUBanga-
lore, Hyderabad, Kolkata and
Jodhpur and have been se-
lected for the prestigious Aditya
Birla Scholarship-2013. ENS

Briefly

State

Noquestion of forcible land acquisition
forMithivirdi nuclear plant, says Jairam

Union Rural Development Minister Jairam Ramesh at
a press conference in Ahmedabad on Tuesday. PTI

Ramesh slams NGO
‘racket’, calls it ‘mafia’

‘LS polls a battle
of ideologies’

AHMEDABAD: JairamRamesh
has said that the 2014 Lok
Sabha electionswill be fought
on thebasis of ideologies be-
tween theCongress andBJP.
Also, he added, though individ-
uals are important in a democ-
racy, the elections are not going
tobebetweenGujarat Chief
MinisterNarendraModi and
Congress vice-president Rahul
Gandhi. “Indiandemocracy runs
on ideologies,” he added. ENS

BJP sweeps
civic bypolls
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RETIRED IPS officer Hi-
ralalGautamdied after pro-
longed illness late on Mon-
day night at a private
hospital in Ahmedabad. He
was 72. Hiralal retired as
Additional Director Gen-
eral of Police.

He was last in the news
whenIGPSatishVermacited
Hiralal’s reportwhichcleared
himinthecaseof threedeaths
in alleged police encounters
of Porbandar in 1996. Verma
was theSuperintendentofPo-
lice inPorbandarat that time.

Verma had cited this re-
port in his defence before
theGujaratHighCourt. The
state government had then
told the court that this report
wasmissing from its records.

The 1967 batch IPS offi-
cer, Hiralal, became most
popular as Ahmedabad Po-
lice Commissioner in 1998-
99.Hewas known as the ‘law
and order expert’ in theGu-
jarat Police.

A senior retired ADGP
officer, who knew Hiralal
closely, said, “He was a law
and order expert. He had
struck peace in the commu-
nally sensitiveVadodara city
as Commissioner of Police.
Even after the Babri Masjid
demolition that peace ac-
cord did not break for ten
long years.?

Hiralal, in his capacity as
IGP CID in 1997, had pre-
pared the report of an in-
quiry into the encounter
killings of JasuGagan Shial,
Ranmal Ram Aher and

Naran Bandhiya Aher on
the directives of theGujarat
High Court. Jasu’s brother,
Hiralal Shial, filed a petition
seeking to reopen the case
and probe the role ofVerma.

Hiralal’s reportonVerma
was the only document that
gave him a clean chit. How-
ever, whenVerma submitted
a petition in the Supreme
Court, challenging Hiralal
Shial’s plea inHCfor reinves-
tigation, the state govern-
ment claimed that the report
wasmissing fromthe records.
It raised doubts on the au-
thenticity of the copy of the
report thatVerma cited.

The case is now being in-
vestigated byHC-appointed
SIT, led by ADGP Shiv-
anand Jha.Hiralal had been
suffering from a long ail-
ment.He had been admitted
to Shalby Hospital for the
last few days.

He was cremated in
Ahmedabad in the presence
of several retired IPS offi-
cers, family members and
relatives.

Hiralal Gautam, ex-police
commissioner, dies at 72
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THE BJP swept the bypolls
to 10 nagarpalikas and one
municipal corporation seat
by winning nine out of 11
seats. Of these, it won two
seats unopposed.

Of the 11 seats, the party
concededonetotheCongress
and one to an Independent
candidate.

The Congress candidate
lost deposit in the contest for
ward number six in Junagadh
municipal corporation.

BJP spokesperson I K
Jadeja said that the people
have once again rejected the
Congressparty.

Elections were held on
September 22 for 10 seats
across nine nagarpalikas, and

one municipal corporation
wardseatofJunagadh.

With the BJP winning
uncontestedUnjha nagarpa-
lika seat, elections were held
for nine seats across eight
nagarpalikas and for one
seat of Junagadh municipal
corporation.

The BJP had fielded 10
candidates. The Congress
fielded nine and eight candi-
dates contested as Independ-
ent. Out of nine nagarpalika
ward seats, the BJP bagged
seven. Overall, there were 27
candidates in the fray.

The Congress won Kadi
nagarpalikaandanIndepend-
ent candidate won Lathi na-
garpalika. The Congress did
notfieldcandidates inUmreth
while in Patdi, Siddhpur,
Vadali and Kadi (ward no 5)
there was straight contest be-
tweentheBJPandCongress.

OF THE11 seats,
the party conceded
one seat to the
Congress and one
to an Independent
candidate
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THREE persons travelling
on a motorcycle died on
Tuesday after a speeding car
coming from the opposite
direction rammed into the
two-wheeler near here in
northwest Gujarat, the po-
lice said.

The mishap took place
near Tara village of Nakha-
trana taluka of Kutch dis-
trict, the police said.

“The carwas heading to-
wards Bhuj from Nakha-
trana while the three youths
were going to attend a fair in

Nakhatrana when the
mishap took place,” Nakha-
trana Police Sub-Inspector

M J Chaudhary told PTI.
“The car driver left the four-
wheeler on the road and
fled,” Chaudhary said.

One of the three, identi-
fied as Dilip Chavda (23),
who hailed from Bhuj
taluka, died on the spot.

The two others, Ashok
Chavda andHiteshVaghela,
residents of Bhuj and
Mandvi talukas respectively,
succumbed to injuries after
they were admitted to a hos-
pital in Bhuj, the police said.
The police have lodged a
case against the car driver
and launched amanhunt for
him, Chaudhary said.

THE 1967 batch IPS
officer, Hiralal, became
most popular as
Ahmedabad Police
Commissioner in
1998-99. He was
known as the ‘law
and order expert’ in
the Gujarat Police

3 killed as car rams into bike

“THE CAR was
heading towards Bhuj
from Nakhatrana
while the three youths
were going to attend a
fair in Nakhatrana
when the mishap took
place,” Nakhatrana
Police Sub-Inspector
M J Chaudhary said

‘Modi responsible
for GST derailment’
AHMEDABAD: JairamRamesh
onTuesdayheldCM Narendra
Modi responsible forderailing
move to implement theGoods
andServicesTax.Hesaid that
while formerBihardeputyCM
Sushil KumarModi stronglyad-
vocatedGST,Gujarat’sModiop-
poses it.HeurgedModi to tell the
countrywhyhewasopposing
theGSTwhenhisparty leaders
SushmaSwarajandYashwant
Sinhaapprovedof it. ENS


