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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 8 

G
UJARAT Chief Minister Anandi Patel called on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Friday here. An official
press release said that Patel tied a rakhi on the Prime Min-

ister’s wrist. Earlier, Patel also held a series of meetings with sev-
eral Union ministers here to discuss issues which have been long

pending with the different central ministries. Dur-
ing her meeting with Railway Minister

Sadananda Gowda, she sought more train con-
nectivity for Gandhinagar.

She apprised Gowda about delays in projects
for want of railway clearance, which is multi-level
and time consuming, and suggested that delegation
of power by the Railway Board to various divi-
sional-level officers and a single-window approach
will enable expeditious clearance of all propos-
als. During her meeting with the Gujarat chief
minister, HRD Minister Smriti Irani told Patel
that her ministry was planning to set up a central
university in Gujarat.

Patel also met Union Ministers Harsh Vard-
han, Dharmendra Pradhan, Prakash Javadekar
and Piyush Goyal and discussed issues related to
shortage of coal for power generation, transmission
constraints, overdue payment of royalty on crude
oil by ONGC and sanction for an AIIMS-level in-
stitution in Gujarat.  Patel tied rakhis to all Union
ministers whom she met and exchanged good
wishes with them, the release added.
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IN a stern warning to all Gujarat fishermen,
Inspector General of Coast Guard (CG)
Kuldip Singh Sheoran on Friday said that no
fishermen will be allowed to venture into the
sea off Gujarat coast if they fail to produce
their biometric I-D cards. “I know that fishing
season will kickstart from August 15. How-
ever, there are still many fishermen who
haven’t acquired their biometric I-D cards.
If we will find any boat having fishermen with-
out that card, we will send it back. Coast
Guard will not allow any fishing activity with-
out that card August 15th onwards,” said She-
oran, Commander of Coast Guard for North-
West region.

Sheoran was speaking at an awareness
workshop for fishermen organised at Gujarat
National Law University here on Friday,
where more more than 330 fishermen from
across the state were specially invited to attend
the day long programme to understand vari-
ous legal and regulatory aspects attached to
their occupation.

According to Sheoran, there are around
1.73 lakh registered fishermen in Gujarat, liv-
ing in more than 900 coastal villages. He also
warned the fishermen from breaking the laws
while fishing into sea near International Mar-
itime Border with Pakistan.

“I know that many of you deliberately
switch off the GPS system to hide your actual
location from us. In search of highly valuable
Tuna fish, you cross the IMB and enter Pak-
istani waters, which eventually lands you in
jails there. I urge you to stop this activity,”
said Sheoran.  “You may come back after
some time, but, your boats will be given to ISI
for terrorist activities against India by Pak-
istan. During your stay in jail, ISI will also try
to lure you and convince you to turn against
your own country. Thus, you are putting na-
tional security at risk,” said Sheoran.

HC junks PIL against Bhadra court construction 
AHMEDABAD: THE Gujarat High Court on Friday rejected a Public
Interest Litigation (PIL) against the permission of construction to a
multi-story court complex close to historic Bhadra fort where the city
civil and sessions court is located.                                                                            ENS

CM ties rakhi

on Modi’s wrist

Gujarat Chief Minister Anandiben Patel ties rakhi on
the wrist of  Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in New
Delhi, on Friday.                                                                       PTI 

‘Biometric I-D
card must for

fishing off 
Gujarat coast’

... meets Petroleum Minister 
NEW DELHI: CHIEF Minister Anandi Patel on Fri-
day met Petroleum Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
to discuss outstanding oil and gas issues between
the Centre and the state. “Both the leaders empha-
sised on increasing cooperation and coordination
between the state PSU Gujarat State Petroleum
Corp (GSPC) and Central PSUs - GAIL and ONGC, in
sharing of data, infrastructure and knowledge,
and redressal of grievances in land acquisition for
oil and gas activities,” an official release said.  PTI


