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I t is going to be a lengthy ordeal
for first year degree students of
engineering, it seems. After Guj-
arat High Court cancelled the
merit list prepared by the Admis-

sion Committee for Professional
Courses (ACPC) based on percentile
rank criterion, few students filed a pet-
ition in Supreme Court on Monday. 

They have pleaded that the cur-
rent merit list based on percentile
rank be allowed because if it is
scrapped, it will further delay the aca-
demic session. They also stated that
the students have paid their fees and
any change in the admission proce-
dure will only lead to more confusion
and inconvenience following reshuf-
fling of colleges.

The future of nearly 47,000 stu-
dents hangs in balance as the high
court recently scrapped the merit list
prepared on the basis of percentile
rank. Advocate P H Pathak had filed a
petition in the HC, arguing that it was
‘injustice’ to meritorious students if
merit list was prepared focusing on
percentile rank.

“I have checked the literature; it is
made very clear that merit list cannot
be prepared on the basis of percentile
rank. Percentile rank is status and not
measure to prepare merit list. When
merit list is made keeping percentile
rank in mind, meritorious students
are at loss as larger the number of stu-
dents (from specific board), more ben-
efit for them,” Pathak told Mirror. He
filed the petition after he found that

“faulty” percentile rank formula may
disadvantage students from boards
with smaller number of students.

The HC’s order to scrap the merit
list based on percentile rank generat-
ed mix reactions — those who felt
there was ambiguity in the admission
process were in favour of the decision
while those who have secured admis-
sion in the college of their choice were
clearly unhappy and apprehensive
about going through the admission

process again.

‘MAKE EXCEPTION THIS YEAR’
Janak Khandwala, president of Asso-
ciation of Self-Financed Colleges in
Gujarat, said that keeping the future
of students in mind, admissions based
on percentile rank should be consid-
ered this year. “One can imagine the
ordeal students are going through.
Our students have filed a petition in
SC, pleading that if admission process

is carried out again, they will have to
change colleges. This means students
who have paid hostel and transporta-
tion fee will also go through the proc-
ess again. This will cause them and
their parents much inconvenience.”

EARLIER PROCESS CHALLENGED
Pathak said that earlier the admission
in engineering colleges was done on
pro-rata basis. Last year, the ACPC had
included a process of ‘normalisation’
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M anagement, design and com-
munication graduates of pre-
mier institutes in city may get
plenty of opportunities to

hone their entrepreneurial skills at in-
cubation centres before they start their
own ventures. But law graduates aim-
ing to start own law firm or business,
were bereft of any such centre that
could hand-hold potential business
ideas from nascent stage, provide seed-
fund and mentorship to turn it into an
established business.

Gujarat National Law University
(GNLU) has decided to mentor law
graduates aiming to be legal entrepre-
neurs. In a bid to instill business skills to
start a legal venture, GNLU has set the
ball rolling for an incubation centre. In
what seems to be a first of its kind centre
by a law school in India – GNLU Legal
Incubation Centre – will give an oppor-
tunity to two GNLU graduates to be-
come initial incubates as it aims to cre-

ate jobs, train entrepreneurs, have
innovative start-ups, legal firms and
companies.

Director of the law university Dr Bi-
mal Patel said, “It is an effort to incu-
bate the seeds of big results for the
GNLU graduates. To be launched by
the end of first semester in November,
the incubation centre will be started
with Rs 10 lakh to create physical in-
frastructure such as office space, pro-
vide seed funds apart from others to
promote entrepreneurship in the
knowledge-driven profession.”

In charge of the GNLU Legal Incu-
bation Centre, Nidhi Buch said, “Two
GNLU graduates will be incubatees,
while current students will get an op-
portunity to be part of the research
team apart from senior faculty as men-
tors and advisors as they explore non-
academic projects for clients.”

“The idea is to promote legal entre-
preneurship. If graduates do not wish
to take up job, they do not have oppor-
tunities immediately to start firm of
their own. To make them independ-
ent, GNLU is creating a platform to

groom their skills not only to start a law
firm but also take up consultancy work,
pursue research, provide legal opinion
and drafting for companies – national
and international,” Buch told Mirror.

During the six months to two-year
period of incubation, students will get
space, logistics and access to library,
digitised documents and legal docu-
ments available with the varsity apart
from support from senior faculty. Two
students have evinced interest even be-
fore the varsity has invited those inter-
ested. One of GNLU’s past students has
proposed to create awareness about
bio-ethics through a project in fields
like medicine, pharmaceuticals and
technology.

“The idea struck me when I was
working on a paper. In India, there is
not much awareness about bio-ethics
and so I thought of starting something
on the lines. As there is no such help
available to legal students, this centre is
going to nurture many talent and
dreams,” said Kelly Dhru, alumnus
who wants to start a campaign in bio-
ethics with GNLU’s help.
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PERCENTILE RANK MERIT LIST

If the SC rules that
a new merit list
must be prepared
on percentage 
formula, it may

create problems for many students. 
Otherwise there is no problem as all
colleges are affiliated to GTU and
the syllabus will be the same.

WHAT THEY SAY

RUPESH VASANI
Director, SAL Institute of Technology

My son has already
got admission to a
college of his
choice. Why would
I want him to

change the college now. There is no
guarantee of getting admission to a
good college if a new merit list is
drawn.

RAJENDRA PATEL
Parent

to prepare merit list, which was also
challenged, Pathak said. This year, the
ACPC removed the ‘normalisation’
process and prepared merit list based
on percentile rank — with 60 per cent
weightage to board merit and 40 to
Joint Entrance Exam (JEE) marks.

Product: MirrorAhmedabadTB PubDate: 20-08-2014 Zone: Ahmedabad Edition: 1 Page: AMIRPG7 User: dhavalr3011 Time: 08-19-2014 23:31 Color: CMYK


