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STRIKING HARD TO BREAK THE MOULD 
Ashwin Sadhu

IRONSMITHA! Woman at work in the city on Friday 

Ahmedabad: Ponzi scamster Imtiazali
Syed of Juhapura, who had duped hun-
dreds of investors of crores of rupees,
has once again gone into hiding.

Police sources said that this time it is
not only Syed who has gone underground
but his wife and son too are untraceable.
“We carried out unsuccessful raids at
Syed’s house located in Juhapura,” said
Navrangpura police officials.

Investigators said that the court had
granted bail to Syed earlier this year with
the condition of repaying the investors’
money. However, soon after that inves-
tors started contacting Navrangpura po-
lice with complaints of non-payment of
money by Syed.

“When the complaints against Syed
started to mount, the court warned Syed
to start paying back the money,” said sub-
inspector A B Gohil of Navrangpura po-
lice station. Police sources said Syed lat-
er fled from the city. “We hunted for Syed

in his home town Khambhat, Vadodara
and also in Mumbai but he was not
found,” said Gohil.

A former bank employee, Syed was
suspended for allegedly cheating the
bank. Soon, he started a non-banking fi-
nancial firm three years ago.

Police said promising high returns,
Syed had lured hundreds of investors to
invest in his company. “He had opened an

office in a shopping centre near Nehru
Bridge,” said inspector Jugal Purohit,
who was the first to arrest Syed during
his tenure in crime branch. Four com-
plaints for cheating investors of Rs 3
crore were registered against Syed. “Lat-
er, all the cases registered against four
scamsters were transferred to local po-
lice from crime branch,” said police
sources.

Syed was the first to be arrested. After
that, Harshad Panchal and Abhay Gand-
hi too were arrested by police. According
to the investigators, the scam runs into
more than Rs 500 crore. “However, as only
a few came forward with their com-
plaints, the official figure is around Rs 10
crore.

Imtiazali Had Got Bail On Condition That He Repay Investors
Ponzi accused goes missing 

Ahmedabad: The Agriculture
Produce Market Committee
(APMC) on Friday launched 51
Songhwari Raths with an aim to
sell onion and potato at a subsi-
dized rate to people in the city.
These raths will sell a maxi-
mum of 1kg onion and 1kg pota-
to to a person and the rates will
be at Rs 22 and Rs 23 respectively.

The raths were a part of the
move by the APMC to give onion
and potato at subsidized rate to
residents who are burdened
with the increasing prices of
vegetables. However, now
APMC has decided to give only
one kg of each of these vegeta-
bles at a very subsidized rate.

APMC chairman Babu
Jamndas Patel said that as the
vegetable prices were increas-

ing, it was decided to provide
quality potato and onions to
people at a reasonable rate. “Af-
ter factoring into the transpor-
tation cost, the APMC will not
have a profit even of a single ru-
pee,’’ he said, adding that the
idea to have such rath was float-
ed by chief minister Anandiben

Patel and so it was picked up. 
Sources said that on Friday

onion was sold at a rate of Rs 9-
Rs 18 a kg while potato was sold
for Rs 16-Rs 20 a kg. Officials said
that the best quality onion
which is available for Rs 18 in
the market was being sold for Rs
22 a kg. In areas like Satellite, the
same onion was being sold for
Rs 30 a kg while potato at Rs 28 a
kg. The raths will be moving in
various allotted areas in the city. 

Ranip resident Kiran Patel
said she was very happy to see
the vehicle with photos of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and chief minister Anandiben
Patel. “I bought potato and on-
ion at subsidized rates. But the
ceiling of one kg is a problem for
a big family. They should give at
least two kg per person,’’ she
said.

APMC’s onion-potato
raths roll out discounts

APMC Ahmedabad has launched
51 Shonghawari raths 

Yogesh Chawda

Ahmedabad: After an alert
by the central intelligence
bureau (IB) about a group of
terrorists trying to cross the
Pakistan-Rajasthan border
via the Rann on Friday, the
state security agencies have
been put on high alert. The
agencies include the anti-ter-
rorist squad (ATS), special
operations group (SOG) of
border districts and quick re-
sponse teams. The alert has
put the number of intruders
at 15.

A senior official con-
firmed the news. “While the
alert is for Rajasthan, we
share the Rann and border.

Thus, we have decided to take
precautionary action. We
have been coordinating with
Border Security Force (BSF)
and other agencies. We have
also been looking at tradi-
tional routes taken by infil-
trators and have strength-
ened security around them,”
said a senior official in Gand-
hinagar.

Security experts said that
the continual cease-fire vio-
lations on the border in the
north is the attempt to divert
the attention of security
forces so infiltrators can take
advantage of the situation
and can sneak into the coun-
try through the desert border
in Gujarat and Rajasthan.

Cops on toes after
IB’s terror alert 

Ahmedabad: After four stu-
dents of a Mumbai school
committed suicide fearing
reprimand from school au-
thorities, the city police were
on their toes to find two teen-
agers who had gone missing
fearing rebuke from the
school authorities.

However, Ramol police act-
ed fast enough to deploy a
team to find the missing stu-
dents and at the end of a cou-
ple of days, the cops found
both the boys sleeping under
Khokhra Underbridge on 
Friday. 

Two teenagers, Ballu (14)
and Deepak (13), both resi-
dents of Ramol area ran away
from the School after they
were caught on CCTV camera,

deflating cycle tyres on the
school campus.

However, after a missing
person complaint was lodged
with Ramol police, the cops
found them on Friday evening
from Khokhra area. “They
have been handed over to their
family” said Ramol police offi-
cials. 

Police sources said both
Ballu and Deepak are students
of Om Shanti School in Ra-
mol. “Since a few days the
school authorities had re-
ceived a complaint about cycle
tyres being deflated in the
school premises,” added po-
lice sources.

Police officials said that
following repeated com-
plaints of tyre deflating, the
school authorities had in-
stalled CCTV cameras near

the school gate.
“Two days ago both Ballu

and Deepak were caught de-
flating tyres on CCTV cam-
eras. “Both thought that they
would be reprimanded by the
principal, hence instead of go-
ing home they ran away,” said
police officials.

When Deepak and Ballu
did not return home, their par-
ents lodged a missing persons
complaint with Ramol police
station.

“We then deployed a team
to find both the teenagers and
on Friday found them sleeping
under the Khokhra over-
bridge. For two days the kids
had not eaten anything except
some biscuits. We fed them
and then handed them over to
their family,” said Ramol po-
lice inspector Paresh Solanki.

Police trace two runaway kids 

Ahmedabad: Mitesh Vankar (7)
needs to be carried to school as he
can barely stand. He has lost func-
tion in his right leg ever since he
had a fall while playing and hurt
his head. His grandparents
rushed him to the local CHC hop-
ing that his wounds would be
treated. Now, they wish they
hadn’t taken him — his perma-
nent disability would have been
avoided.

Mitesh’s grandfather Laxman
Vankar, a farm labourer, said he
took Mitesh to the local Haldarwas
Community Health Center (CHC) after he
fell while playing in the house.

“A nurse there gave him tetanus injec-
tion and sent us home. After that, Mitesh
started complaining of a severe pain in
his leg. We took him back to the CHC but
they sent us home saying that the injec-
tion was bound to give some pain and it
would heal,” said Laxman.

After some days, Mitesh lost any
movement of the limb. He was taken to

Civil Hospital Ahmedabad
where an MRI revealed
that there was no problem
with his brain. Tests also
revealed that the boy didn’t
suffer from polio either. 

“Eventually the doctors
told us that the injection
had caused nerve damage,
which resulted in the loss
of movement of the limb,”
said Laxman.Mitesh’s
grandparents, who are
poor, have shot off letters to

the CMO and health depart-
ment officials demanding compensation.
“Mitesh’s father died a few years ago. Af-
ter his death, his mother left Mitesh with
them and returned to her maternal home.
We are old. Who will look after a disabled
boy once we die?” asks Laxman.

Manjula Pradeep of Navsarjan Trust
said that the govenrment needs to frame a
policy to address medical negligence. 

Ahmedabad: The city
could soon see electric am-
bulances, police cars and
even buses manufactured
by Chinese companies. Chi-
na’s electrical vehicle man-
ufacturing industry is ex-
ploring investments in
Gujarat and also eyeing an
industrial park here.

A seven-member delega-
tion from China was in the
city for two days to identify
a location and seek partners
for joint ventures. The dele-
gation visited Tata’s Nano
plant in Sanand on Thurs-
day.The delegation was in
the state as part of an event
hosted by China India
Trade and Investment Cen-
tre (CITIC). 

“A key advantage of hy-
brid or plug-in electric vehi-
cles is regenerative braking
due to their capability to re-
cover energy that is nor-
mally lost during braking,
as electricity is stored in
the on-board battery. For
the first time, we may soon
see police cars, BRTS buses,
ambulances and even road

cleaning vehicles being
manufactured by these Chi-
nese companies in India,”
said Jagat Shah, secretary
general of CITIC.The dele-
gation members included
manufacturers of electri-
cal vehicles for SUVs, two
and three wheelers, road
cleaning vehicles, city sani-
tary car, ambulance, police
car, among others. The
chairman of the China
Electrical Car Association
and Wenzhou Electrical Car
Association was part of the
delegation. Among compa-
nies at the delegation were
Green Field Motor Co Ltd,
VOCH Group Ltd, YueHua
Control Group Ltd., Zhuji
Yongcheng Auto Co. Ltd.,
Wenzhou Jinpi Machinery
Manufacturing Co Ltd and
JBON Control Industry.

China electric-vehicle makers
seek to plug into Gujarat 

Dhirajkumar Santdasa-
ni, fourth year student
of BTech (Hons), facul-

ty of technology, Cept Univer-
sity recently presented his pa-
per on affordable housing and
entrepreneurship at Interna-
tional Youth Forum organized
by the Federal agency on youth
affairs, Russian ministry. 

More than 800 youth lead-
ers and representatives of
community organizations,
young entrepreneurs and so-
cial innovators, young scien-
tists and artists and art stu-
dents from leading Russian
and foreign universities came
together for this event. 

Santdasani’s paper was on
how housing in India has been
a great challenge. Millions of
houses are required to be build
in a certain time frame. About

99% of these houses are re-
quired by low income groups

or economically weaker sec-
tions of the society. If the time
frame is not maintained, new
slums will come up.

Oil and gas conclave at
PDPU: School of Petroleum
Management, Pandit Deen-
dayal Petroleum University
(PDPU) is organizing a two-
day oil and gas conclave from
September 8 to discuss con-
temporary issues and chal-
lenges faced by the industry.

The concern for energy se-
curity is spreading across the
world and the dynamism of
the oil and gas business envi-
ronment along with its inher-
ent challenges of human re-
sources, finance, marketing,

technology, production and op-
erations management, re-
source optimization and risk
management.

Cept’s faculty of design
turns 24:Cept University’s
faculty of design will celebrate
its 24th foundation day on Sep-
tember 2. The event will be cel-
ebrated with the exhibition on
the opening of a live, full-scale
installation constructed by the
students of second year Mate-
rial Studio as a part of their
project.

Course on international 
humanitarian law:Gujarat
National Law University
(GNLU) is conducting a certifi-
cate course on international
humanitarian law by R P Gun-
puth, who is a visiting profes-
sor from the University of
Mauritius.

Ceptian takes affordable
housing idea to Russia

A group of citizens busted a
flesh trade racket in a residential
complex in KK Nagar late on Fri-
day night. Ghatlodia police reac-
hed the spot and rounded up the
group locked by the local resi-
dents. According to investiga-
tors, the residents of Vasukarna
Tower locked a flat when they
confirmed that there were three
girls with three customers in-
side. The racket was run by a lo-
cal resident. Police said that af-
ter locking them in, the residents

called up police control room.

Vehicle thief caught: Ateam
of DCP Zone VI caught a teenag-
er for theft of five vehicles and
recovered three of the stolen
scooters from him. A team was
on a drive to check vehicles and
using Eklavya software, it was
verifying whether the rider was
the owner or relative of the own-
er. It caught Akash Dantani with
a scooter near Vastrapur railway
crossing in Vejalpur on Thursday.
When questioned, Akash con-
fessed that he stole vehicles
with his friend Jaimin. The duo
has stolen scooters from Gau-

tam Park Society in Jivraj Park,
Dhananjay Tower in Anandnagar
and Vastrapur garden. In-
vestigators added that they used
to change the number plate be-
fore they using the vehicles.

`̀2.31L stolen from scooter:
A Naroda resident has lodged a
complaint with Naroda police for
theft of Rs 2.31 lakh from his
scooter's glove box. According to
the complaint by Harish Sach-
deva, a resident of Mahashubh
Nagar in Naroda, he had parked
his scooter near Krishnanagar
crossroads between 9pm and
9.30pm on Wednesday. 

PUNCH-NAMA 

Citizens bust
flesh trade 
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Ahmedabad: Zuberi Kabonge stood
by his wife’s bedside at a city hospital
on Friday, waiting for permission to
take her back to Tanzania. Just 21
days back, Theressia Mbata braved
Redo Bentall surgery (Type A dissec-
tion), a complicated operation that re-
placed the defective heart valves of
the 50-year-old woman and re-im-
planted the left and right coronary ar-
teries.

Mbata, a native of Dar-Es-Salaam,
Tanzania, had been on medication
since 2009 after undergoing Aortic
valve replacement surgery. In July,
2014, she complained of back pain
and palpitations and her cardiologist
discovered a serious heart ailment,
which was in a very advanced stage.

She was immediately transferred
to Apollo Hospital, Ahmedabad,
where Dr Utpal Subodh found that
she was suffering from massive as-
cending aortic aneurysm — a bal-
loon-like bulge in an artery. This was
a result of dissection of the layers of
aorta’s wall extending up to iliac ar-
teries bilaterally. In a normal condi-
tion, diameter of aorta is 2.5 cm,
whereas in this case, diameter went
up to 9.7cm. Mbata was also on blood

thinning medications due to previ-
ous surgery. The challenge was to sta-
bilize Mbata and control her anti-
coagulation to perform redo surgery.
The true and false lumen were also re-
quired to fix in the arch of aorta so
that blood would be directed in to true
and false lumens. The achievement
holds significance as there are very
few cases in India, wherein such sur-
geries are performed successfully. As
far as Gujarat is concerned, such life-
saving surgery has been preformed
for the first time. When carried out
for the first time, this surgery has a
mortality varying between 15% to
35% and that too at international lev-
el. If it is carried out a second time, as
required in this case, the risk goes up
to nearly 40%.

City docs save Tanzania woman’s heart

Theressia Mbata and Zuberi Kabonge

Seven-member delegation from
China visited Nano plant

Boy loses limb function,
kin blame tetanus shot 
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Imtiazali Syed 

Police sources said that not only
Syed, but also his wife and son
have gone underground. Syed has
cheated hundreds of investors 

Blood donation camp, today at 
JG International, JG Campus, 
Off Sola Road, Opp Gulab 
Towers, at 9am

Rice Tech Expo, 
today at Gujarat University 
Convention Centre, Gujarat 
University Campus, at 11am 

Exhibition 
“Before the Birth of Time,” today 
at National Institute Of Design, 
Paldi, at 11am

Performance-
cum-exhibition featuring live 
paintings to be done by artists 
organized by Alliance Francaise, 
today at Alliance Francaise 
d’Ahmedabad, besides Food 
Corporation of India, Himali Tower 
Lane, Manekbaug-Shyamal Road, 
Satellite, at 11am 

MARK YOUR
DIARY

WORKSHOP

EXHIBITION

PAINTING

BLOOD DONATION

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Indravadan Shah, deputy manager
of State Bank of India (SBI)’s
Yagnik Road branch in Rajkot, was
arrested for allegedly siphoning off
Rs 97 lakh from the bank. TNN

SBI officer held 
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Mitesh Vankar
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