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Principal secretary, General
Administration Department

(personnel),
Kathikithala
Srinivas; and
GAD secretary
Dhananjay Dwi-
vedi; are sud-
denly being crit-

icized for playing favourites and
ignoring the rule of seniority in
the posting of officers. A very se-
nior official said on the condition
of anonymity that Srinivas and
Dwivedi had placed officials
close to them in key positions
without considering the issue of
seniority. He further said that the
duo had been giving the excuse
that the Chief Minis-
ter’s Office (CMO)
wanted the officers
posted in the depart-
ment given to them.
“Take the case of
1998 batch IAS officer
Sanjeev Kumar who
is very close to Dwi-
vedi. He has been
posted as secretary,
finance (expenditure)
where he will scrutinize propos-
als of additional chief secretaries
(ACS), principal secretaries and
other secretaries senior to him.
This will cause embarrassment
to senior officers,” said the offi-
cial.
He also gave the example of an-
other junior officer, R C Meena,
who is again believed to be very
close to Dwivedi. Meena, who
belongs to the 1997 batch, has
been posted as secretary, tribal
development department, that
was earlier headed by Arvind
Agrawal, a 1984 batch IAS officer
of ACS rank. Pankaj Kumar of the

Mitra was posted in the tourism
department five years back, it
was considered a post for shunt-
ed officers.

Bhadoo the
enlightened one 
Ajay Bhadoo seems to dislike

artificial light. The 1999 batch
IAS officer was recently appoint-

ed secretary to
chief minister
Anandiben Pa-
tel. Soon after
planting himself
in the cabin that
was once occu-

pied by A K Sharma (additional
principal secretary to the then
chief minister Narendra Modi),
Bhadoo changed the seating ar-
rangement in the office and re-
moved all curtains so that nat-
ural sunlight could flood in. He
avoids using artificial light, os-
tensibly to ‘save electricity’. Bha-
doo has fast established himself
not only in the CMO but has also
taken charge as chief executive
officer, Gujarat Infrastructure
Development Board. As for A K
Sharma, the senior officer is now
in the Prime Minister’s Office.

Finally, Taneja
gets empanelled 
P K Taneja has finally been

empanelled as additional
secretary in the
central govern-
ment. The 1984
batch IAS offi-
cer missed the
empanellment
list in January
this year be-

cause the state government
would not give him vigilance
clearance. 

commissioner of Ahmedabad. R
P Gupta and Raj Kumar (both of
1987 batch) are also lobbying for
the post. S Aparna of 1988 batch
was also in the race but she is
believed to have opted out. D
Thara CEO, AUDA, could have
been a contender but the 1995
batch officer is considered rela-
tively junior for the post.

No reward 
for Mitra
The transfer of Vipul Mitra to

the relatively unimportant
post of director
general, SPIPA,
is the main topic
of discussion in
the Sachivalaya
these days. Pri-
or to his trans-

fer, the 1986 batch IAS officer
was principal secretary, state
tourism department, for five
years. In this capacity, Mitra had
succeeded in boosting tourism in
the state by roping in Bollywood
superstar Amitabh Bachchan as
the brand ambassador of Gujarat
tourism. It was, therefore, ex-
pected that in appreciation of his
work, the state government
would give him a better assign-
ment than directorship of SPIPA.
Some say that despite his suc-
cess in turning around the tou-
rism department, Mitra was not
in the good books of chief minis-
ter Anandiben Patel because of
his independent actions. He was
not favoured by tourism minister
Saurabh Patel either because he
had ignored the minister in tak-
ing decisions. However, another
section of babus believes that
Mitra has been given the task of
rejuvenating SPIPA in the same
manner as he had boosted tou-
rism in the state. After all, when

Navalawala to
Delhi’s rescue
B N Navalawala, advisor to

Gujarat chief minister and
former water resources secre-
tary in the central government,
has been appointed Technical
Advisor to the Delhi government
in an effort to end water woes of
the national capital. Sources
said that his appointment in
Delhi government was report-
edly suggested by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi. Earlier, Na-
valawala was advisor to Modi
when the latter was chief minis-
ter of Gujarat. Navalawala, who
was working for the Gujarat
government in an honorary ca-
pacity, has now started work on
a long-term plan for ending wa-
ter shortage in Delhi.

Srinivas likely to
succeed
Mohapatra
If the secretariat grapevine is

any guide, K Srinivas, princi-
pal secretary,
GAD (person-
nel), is leading
in the race to
replace Gu-
ruprasad Mo-
hapatra as Ah-

medabad municipal
commissioner. Mohapatra, a
1986 batch IAS officer, is likely
to get a posting as joint secre-
tary in the central government
by the end of September. The
name of Srinivas, a 1989 batch
officer, was also doing the
rounds for the post of principal
secretary to chief minister
Anandiben Patel. However, giv-
en his closeness to the CM, he is
likely to be appointed municipal

1986 batch has been posted as
MD, GSRTC while his junior Raj
Gopal, an IAS officer of 1987
batch, has been posted as princi-
pal secretary, ports and trans-
port department.
Vipul Mitra, principal secretary,
state tourism department, has
been posted as director general,
Sardar Patel Institute of Public
Administration (SPIPA), where
he will have to report to Dwivedi
as the latter is secretary, ARTD.
And Dwivedi is junior to Mitra by
12 years, said the official.

Sharma wants to
take it easy
Anju Sharma’s transfer as

chief executive officer, 
Gujarat State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (GSDMA), has

surprised many.
However, sources
familiar with the de-
velopment say that
the 1991 batch IAS
officer had herself
requested that she
be given ‘lighter re-
sponsibility’ till she
receives clearance
for central depu-

tation. Sharma was secretary,
women and child development
department, before her transfer.
After Anandiben Patel took over
as the first woman chief minister
of Gujarat, the workload in the
women and children devel-
opment department increased
manifold. Further, as Sharma’s
family has already shifted to Del-
hi, she may have to travel to the
national capital frequently.
Hence, she had requested ‘light-
er responsibility’, sources said.
Sharma was empanelled as joint
secretary in the central govern-
ment last year.

TRUE LIES 

GAD duo 
under fire

Ahmedabad: Maulana Abdul
Kavi, 58, the Hyderabad cleric

recently granted
bail in the ISI con-
spiracy case of
2003, said on Sun-
day that he had
been falsely impli-
cated in the case.

Speaking to journalists at a
press conference in the city on
Sunday, Kavi said that the polit-
ical situation in the country
just before the Lok Sabha elec-
tions was probably responsible
for his sudden arrest by the city
crime branch in March this
year. 

“The case was registered in
2003 but the Ahmedabad crime
branch never sent me a notice
or communicated with me even
once. Then all of a sudden, after
11 years, they arrested me like a

common criminal from Delhi
airport in March 2014,” said Ka-
vi, before leaving for his home
town Hyderabad on Sunday
evening. The cleric is founder
of Madrassa Jamia Ashraf-ul-
Uloom in Hyderabad. He was
arrested when he was on way to
Deoband in Uttar Pradesh to at-
tend a programme of Jamiat
Ulama-I-Hind. 

The Ahmedabad crime
branch had named Quavi as
"wanted" for last 11 years under
a case filed under the Preven-
tion of Terrorist Activities (PO-
TA) Act.

“In 2003, I came to know
from newspapers that I had
been named an accused by the
Gujarat police in a case related
to terror activities. But as I was
never ask by the Gujarat police

to appear before them, I was
freely moving around the coun-
try. I had even visited Gujarat
twice in 2013 and the police
were aware of my visits. Why
did they not arrest me then?”
said Kavi.

He said that he, however,
prayed for the wellbeing of hu-
manity and had full faith in the
judiciary. He was confident that
he would be cleared of all
charges, said Kavi. “Jamiat had
played a major role in the Indi-
an freedom struggle. Now also
we pray for peace and harmony.
We have always criticized ter-
rorism and will continue to do
that,” said Kavi. On allegations
by the crime branch that he was
in touch with Rasool Khan alias
Rasool Party, Kavi said many
people come to meet him and
that if somebody meets him un-
der a fictitious identity, how can
he be held responsible for that. 

I was arrested for
poll reasons: Kavi 

AMC will create 24 artificial ponds at 18 places
for Ganesh visarjan. A court had recently direct-
ed AMC not to allow plaster of paris idols to mix
with river water. These artificial ponds will
come up at Victoria Garden, Somnath Bhudar
Aaraa, Dudheshwar Naranghat, under Dhadhichi
Birdge, Saptarshi Aaraa and Bhadreshwar Ghat
in Sardarnagar.

Illegal hotels raided: AMC health depart-
ment raided hotels, restaurants and guest
houses which were operating without licence
and selling contaminated food items in Lambha,

Ghodasar, Bhodakdev, Ranip, Vejalpur, Gota,
Sarkhej, Jodhpur, Madhavpura and Shahpur.
The team collected a total fine of Rs 29,000 and
gave notices to 29 units.

Private equity in real estate likely to ex-
ceed ̀̀ 12Kcr: Cushman & Wakefield estimates
that private equity (PE) investment in real es-
tate in India is likely to exceed Rs 12,000 crore by
the end of 2014. The second half of the year is
expected to be approximately Rs 7,900 crore,
while the first half of the year saw investments
of about Rs 4,100 crore. 

CITY DIGEST

24 artificial ponds for immersion

Ahmedabad/Vadodara: After facing
flak from several quarters for not being
able to deliver timely and error-free re-
sults to its students, MS University has
instituted the position of controller of
examinations to streamline the examin-
ation process.

The university has appointed profes-
sor S Ganapathi from the department of
geology of MSU’s faculty of science as a
controller of examinations.

Such a position of controller of ex-
aminations exists in many universities

in the country as an integral part of the
administration of the examination sys-
tem.

MSU has instituted this position on
an honorary basis and any of the exist-
ing permanent staff members of the
university shall be given the additional
responsibility as controller of examin-
ations in future.

Earlier too, MSU had appointed con-
troller of examinations for short peri-
ods from among the teaching staff mem-
bers. Over a decade back, Ganapathi had
once functioned as a controller of exam-
inations.

MSU again creates post
of examination controller 

Ahmedabad: In 2007-08, Karan Pujara, 15,
set out to study diploma from a premier in-
stitute in the city, he found it difficult to buy
high-priced books for his studies. Being a
son of a paan shop owner in Bhuj, Pujara
devised a new way to fulfill his require-
ments by starting an online portal — stu-
dentdesk.in — to exchange books. Pujara
has now put up his project on crowdfund-
ing platform ‘Start51’ to take it to full poten-
tial and help students across the state in
getting books of their choice.

Like Pujara, there are many such bud-
ding entrepreneurs who have put up their
projects on Gujarat’s first crowdfunding
platform. “When I thought of starting my
own business, I had full backing of my fam-
ily, but a lot of young people face difficulties
in turning their dreams into reality. On
this thought, I began the crowdfunding
portal,” said Ateet Bajaj of Start51. “There
are many ideas which need just Rs 50,000 to
Rs 1 lakh. Someone who wants to be an au-
thor or a filmmaker can begin with a mod-
est amount,” explained Bajaj.

Recently, GTU innovation council orga-
nized a month-long training on how to get
their innovative ideas sponsored by partic-
ipating in a unique crowdfunding pro-
gramme. Eight projects were selected out
of 70 entries for Crowd Funding Initiator
(CFI).

A Web Portal Helps Collect Funds For Their Innovations 

Crowdfunding helping budding
entrepreneurs realize their dreams

Jayrajsinh Chavda, 24, is making a music
documentary ‘The Connoisseur’s Journal’. It
tells musical story of various regional artists
from theatre, arts and music background of
Ahmedabad. The documentary has
extensive collection of video footage from
different music genres like rock, metal, hip
hop, EDM, pop, jazz, blues, Hindustani
classical, traditional and Sufi. 

For music lovers

Bhuj-based Karan Pujara is developing
aportal studentdesk.in which helps the

readers and
facilitates them with
easy and free
exchange of books,
magazines and study
material. The
students can find the
used books from
college or from their
area using

location-based tracking of books. The
portal also provides the facility to exchange
magazines. “We want to build a community
of readers by reaching to all libraries and
school/colleges so that readers will have
wide range of books available,” said Pujara.

Exchange your books

Sign Speaks is an android app that is
useful for interacting without knowing

sign language. It is
developed by 22-year-old
Kinjal Chaudhari, an
MTech student. It is an
interpreting app; a
combination of verbal
language as audio, Indian

sign language as video and text. This
mobile app has combination of verbal and
Indian sign language such that by choosing
what to say, one can express him/herself
without knowing another language. This
makes communication possible for
hearing and speaking impaired in their
own sign language.

Intelligent app
You upload your dream project on a
crowdfunding website, explain why it is
important and how much money you need.
When people read about your project and
are convinced about it, they can chip in with
as much money as they want.
Crowdfunding is fast developing into an
alternative for investor-based projects.

How it works

Jamnagar: Two minor girls
drowned in Jamnagar district
on Sunday, police said. “The two
girls, who were sisters, drowned
in a check-dam at Panchdevda
village in Kalavad tehsil here.
Their bodies have been fished
out," Kalavad police station head
constable P S Parmar said. 

The deceased were identi-
fied as Vilasben Devipujak (14)
and her younger sister Jikuben
Devipujak (12), Parmar said. 

The incident occurred when
Vilas was washing clothes at the
check-dam and suddenly her
younger sister slipped into the
water. In an attempt to save her
sister, Vilas also jumped into the
water but she drowned too, he
said. PTI

Two minor
girls drown

Ahmedabad: The Union min-
istry of earth sciences has
asked Gujarat National Law
University (GNLU) to prepare
two draft laws that will lay the
guidelines for deep sea mining
in the Indian Ocean off India’s
territorial waters, and in Ant-
arctic Ocean. The draft laws
will be called ‘Deep Seabed
Mining Act’, and ‘Antarctica
Act of India’. The Indian
Ocean seabed is rich in pre-
cious metals and can yield nat-
ural resources of great value. 

The US, China, Japan, Rus-
sia and South Korea lead this

race for the natural wealth that
lies untapped beneath the
seabed. So far, India has done
little for commercial explora-
tion of the seabed despite ex-
cellent opportunities to tap
nearly 1.5 million sq km of sea
floor beyond its territorial wa-
ters. 

GNLU director Dr Bimal N

Patel will play a key role in
drafting the new laws. Talking
to TOI, Patel said: “With global
appetite for minerals and rare
metals growing, a proper legal
and regulatory framework will
help India tap the huge eco-
nomic potential of the ocean.”

India is party to the Antarc-
tic Treaty, the Convention on
the Conservation of Antarctic
Marine Living Resources, and
the Protocol on Environmental
Protection for the Antarctic
Treaty. In this backdrop, the
Antarctica Act of India will try
to ensure that the Antarctic re-
mains a natural reserve, to be
explored for peace and science. 

AP

GNLU to draft two key laws
on deep sea exploration

Ahmedabad: A one-year-old In-
dian Rock Python found in cap-
tivity at a tea stall a few metres
away from Navrangpura police
station was rescued on Saturday
night by animal rights activists.
An unidentified person tipped
off the forest department about
the three-feet-long python. The
officials of the department in-
formed snake rescuers, includ-
ing Mukesh Bhati, a wildlife ac-
tivist. 

“But before I could reach
there, other activists had arrived
and rescued the baby python.
The snake was handed over to

the forest department,” said
Bhati. He further said that it was
aclear case of illegal trafficking.
“Snakes can’t live in an area as

busy as Navrangpura. In fact,
there is no record of a snake be-
ing rescued from this locality,”
Bhati said. 

Deputy conservator of for-
est, Ahmedabad, T Karuppasa-
my, said that it appeared to be a
case of illegal trafficking. “Just
three days back, we had conduct-
ed a raid in Mirzapur from where
we rescued four ringneck para-
keets and arrested a trader. This
sent shock waves among traf-
fickers who must have thought it
better to release reptiles from
captivity. The baby python also
appears to have been released by
an illegal trader afraid of legal
action,” said Karuppasamy. 

The baby python in forest 
department’s custody 

Mukesh Bhati

Baby python kept in captivity
rescued from Navrangpura
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Vadodara: Wife of an
Indian fisherman, who died
in a Pakistan jail last
month, has raised question
over delay in informing
Indian authorities about
the death. Samjuben, wife
of deceased fisherman
Bala Naran Singad from
Gujarat's Gir-Somnath
district, who died in a
Karachi jail on July 25, 
said she wanted to know
as to why it took over a
month for Pakistani
authorities to inform India
about the death. She said
that it was only through a
letter of her brother-in-law
that she came to know 
that her husband died on
July 25. PTI

Fisherman
dies in Pak jail 

PiyushMishra@timesgroup.com


