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Ahmedabad: After the state govern-
ment failed to file a reply for over two
years in response to a PIL, Gujarat
high court once again on Wednesday
asked it to come up with an explana-
tion over admission granted to chil-
dren below three years in pre-pri-
mary schools. 

In March 2012, the court sought ex-
planation from the government over a
PIL filed by petitioner Kamal Pandya.
Pandya claimed that according to a
state government circular, no school
can admit a kid below three years of
age.

The guideline was issued in 1996
and provides that at the time of ad-
mission in pre-primary school (play-
group or nursery); the child should
not be less than three years on or be-
fore August 31 of that particular year.
The petitioner contended that admit-
ting kids in school at a very early age
has ill-effects on their mental and
physical development. 

He highlighted that the practice is
widely prevalent. He supplied docu-
ments showing ads issued by certain
schools, and the HC asked the pet-
itioner to make Sant Kabir, DPS, Ve-
dant and Udgam respondents in the
proceedings. 

Several representations were
made before education department
and district education officer to curb
the practice but authorities have not
paid any heed, the PIL said. Two
schools, DPS and Sant Kabir, have fil-
ed replies saying they do not make
kids below three read or count. 

No Reply To HC
Query On PIL Filed

Two Years Ago

Admitting kids at a very early age has ill-effects on their mental and physical development
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Fresh notice to govt over kids
younger than 3 in schools

Gandhinagar: The Gujarat govern-
ment has demanded a Rs 9,000 crore
grant from the Centre for the ambi-
tious Saurashtra Narmada Avtaran Ir-
rigation (SAUNI) scheme to supply of
water to Saurashtra. The scheme was
announced by Modi himself in Sep-
tember 2012, prior to the Gujarat as-
sembly elections when he was the chief
minister.

Under SAUNI, the state govern-

ment has planned to fill 115 dams of
seven districts by a 1,115 km of link
pipelines for all four zones.

Highly-placed sources in the state
government said that, “Under the Gov-
ernment of India’s Accelerated Irriga-
tion Benefits Program (AIBP) scheme,
the districts of Saurashtra are eligible
under the grant criteria for the SAUNI
irrigation scheme. Areas under the
SAUNI scheme are drought-prone and
have lower irrigation development
than the national average.

Gujarat demands ̀̀ 9,000 cr from
Modi govt for SAUNI scheme
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Ahmedabad: Parth Vaidya, a
fourth-year student of BTech
(Hons), faculty of technology,
Cept University, has bagged Un-
esco Secretary General Award at
a youth forum on historical rec-
onciliation in East Asia, held at
Seoul from August 17 to 21. 

During this four-day inten-
sive programme, 50 internation-
al delegates from 24 countries
worked together towards build-
ing up a peaceful Asian union,
under the guidance of eminent
historians and Korean govern-
ment executives. The forum was
conducted by the Korean Nation-
al Commission on Unesco, along
with the Ministry of Education,
Republic of Korea.

GNLU prof bags best paper tro-
phy:Joshua Aston, assistant pro-
fessor at Gujarat National Law
University (GNLU), has been
awarded the best paper award on
‘Human Trafficking and Human
Rights: Need for an Effective Le-
gal Response’ at an international
conference on ‘Contemporary Is-
sues and Challenges of Human
Rights in the Era of Globaliza-
tion’ organized by the Gujarat
Law Society at Sir L A Shah Law
College.

Hindi Pakhwada at NID:Nation-
al Institute of Design (NID) is or-

ganizing a ‘Hindi Pakhwada
Jalsa 2014’ to spread awareness
about the importance of Hindi
as a national language in de-
sign environment. As a part of
the pakhwada, which essential-
ly means ‘one month’ in Hindi,
NID has organized a plethora of
events like workshop on
‘Growth of Hindi in Design’
and slogan writing, t-shirt de-
sign and singing competitions.

Mock parliamentary de-
bate from tomorrow:A
mock parliamentary debating
tournament is back with its
second edition at the Gujarat
National Law University from
August 29. Andre Kua from Sin-
gapore and Daryl Isla from Phi-
lippines, two of the best deba-
ters in the Asian circuit, will be
among the chief adjudicators
of the event.

Cept student wins
Unesco award 

Parth Vaidya with the award
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Chief minister Anandiben Patel will launch ‘Pradhanmantri Jan
Dhan Yojana’ in Gandhinagar on Thursday. The function will be
chaired by CM and finance minister Saurabh Patel will also be pre-
sent on the occasion. The CM will distribute savings account kits
to beneficiaries. Under this yojana, not a single person in the coun-
try will be without his/her own bank account. The banks across the
nation have been given this task. Priority will be given to women
for opening a new bank account. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will launch the yojana in Delhi on Thursday.

Hajis to be vaccinated: AMC Health department has arranged
meningitis and polio vaccination camps for those travelling to Sau-
di Arabia for Haj pilgrimage. The camps will be held at clinic in Da-
napith every Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 12 noon to 5pm.

Unauthorized structures razed: The estate and encroach-
ment department demolished industrial complexes spread over
2,206 sq ft in Isanpur ward. The AMC also demolished temporary
constructions spread over 1,130 sq ft in Vatva ward.

Six food joints sealed: The AMC sealed six restaurants and fast
food joints after they were found operating without proper san-
itation facilities. A team of the civic body sealed Bhairvanath Bhoj-
nalaya and Palav Bhojnalaya in Bapunagar, City Corner, Rajasthan
Ice-cream, Mital Bhaji-Pav and Om Shivam fast food in Vastral.

Swagat programme postponed: Swagat Online Grievances
Redressal Programme which is organized every fourth Thursday
will not be held on August 28. Chandresh Kotake, PR to chief minis-
ter, said in an announcement.
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CM to launch Jan Dhan Yojana 

Ahmedabad: The mighty
Amul was nothing but a tiny
trickle when it was formed by
Verghese Kurien in 1946. The
stories of entrepreneurs from
modest lower-middle class
backgrounds, who dream of
heralding another revolution
in India’s northeast region,
are the same.

Optimistic of converting
adversities into opportunities,
a 28-member group from
Meghalaya are taking classes
on the success stories of micro
and small businesses in Guja-
rat at Entrepreneurship De-
velopment Institute (EDI).

EDI will be taking the
group to Anand’s Amul plant,
various home-run khakra and
farsan cottage industry units

and other micro and small en-
terprises in and around Ahme-
dabad, to help them diversify
their income, create new
sources of economic growth
and generate additional jobs
(including self-employment)
in rural areas.

Officials said the group
will be told Amul’s secret of
success and how it went on to
become one of the largest
dairy businesses in the world.

Talking to TOI, S B Sareen,
faculty and head, centre for
SMEs and business develop-
ment services, EDI said:
“Many small businesses start
ups in the Northeast fail be-
cause of undeveloped areas,
inadequate market research,
insufficient customer aware-
ness and wrong location — list
of potential pitfalls is endless.”

Gujarat gives Meghalaya
business pointers

Ahmedabad: Status of over 10,000 pre-schools that are functional in the state is
ambiguous. These schools operate without any permission or licence because there are
no specific norms about infrastructural requirements. 

According to the Right To Education Act, the requisite age for admission in standard
1 of any primary school is 6 years. However, working parents often choose to put their
children even before three years of age into kindergarten or pre-schools. In Ahmedabad
alone, there are more than 1,200 kindergarten schools. 

Vice-president of Gujarat State School Management Association, Bhaskar Patel,
says: “Kindergarten schools do not need permission to start operations. So, they are
largely unmonitored. With practically no government regulation or quality control
measures in place, pre-schools and kindergartens in the city are making a killing by
charging hefty fees. In the past 20 years, state education department has not granted
permission to any pre-school.”

The reason for this is, there are no specified norms to govern pre-schooling. District
education officer of Ahmedabad city, A K Rathod, says: “Education department does not
have any norms to govern pre-schools. These institutes mushroom without any
supervision and are not guided by any rules or regulations and act more like children’s
crèches.” TNN

No one to rein in kindergartens

Amedabad: Suspended po-
lice inspector and an accused
in the 2003 Sadiq Jamal Meh-
tar encounter case, R L Mava-
ni has sought regular bail
from a special CBI court,
which has kept further hear-
ing on August 30. Mavani was
arrested and charged on De-
cember 21, 2012 by the central
investigation agency along
with seven other cops. All the
accused face charges of
criminal conspiracy, murder,
abduction and illegal deten-
tion. None of the accused has
got bail in this case.

PIL against CBDT directive
rejected: Gujarat high court
dismissed a PIL that took ex-
ception to the Central Board
of Direct Taxes (CBDT) di-
rective to the income tax
commissioners and other of-
ficials to achieve the in-
creased collection targets.
The PIL filed by Jagega Guja-
rat Sangharsh Samiti
claimed that issuing such in-
structions to officials is
against the law, and CBDT
should be restrained from
following this practice. The
HC said that it was an inter-
nal communication of the
department and did not imp-
ly that the revenue officers
were extracting money from
tax payers.

Sadiq Jamal
case: Accused
cop seeks bail

S
truck by Kashmir’s scenic beau-
ty, a wise old king once said, ‘If  
there is heaven on earth, it is 
here, it is here’. Now, with Times 
Passion Trails’ Kashmir Culi-

nary Trail, discover how this heavenly 
destination can be paradise for the pal-
ate as well.

Picture this — breakfast in an apple 
orchard, then saunter through saffron 
fields sipping fragrant cups of  kahwa 
until it’s time to lunch aboard a quaint 
houseboat. From Srinagar to Gulmarg, 
trail travelers will sample signature 
dishes of  the region en route, enjoying 
meals that go beyond the gushtaba, rista, 
nadru yakhni or Kashmiri pulao that 
the region has successfully exported.

“Kashmiri cuisine is not just 
wazwan. It has lots of  components. 
Dogra cusine, street food, Pandit food, 
home cooking and bakery products all 
combine to make the cuisine what it is. 
This trail introduces you to all these 
components in their natural setting,” 
says food expert Marryam H Reshii, 
who has extensively researched and 
carefully curated the five day trail open 
to only 15-20 food 
lovers from Oct 
8-12.

Reshii, who 
will be guiding 
g o u r m a n d s 
through the 
r e g i o n ’ s 
w a z w a n , 
Dogra and 
Pandit culi-
nary tradi-
tions, reveals 
the trip will intro-

duce gastronomes to some integral con-
cepts of  Kashmiri cuisine that are 
rarely spoken of. Travelers can look 
forward to a tasting of  harissa, a popu-
lar breakfast dish of  lamb, rice and 
spices cooked on a low flame for several 
hours, snack on moinj gool and savour 
a range of  fresh breads at a local bakery. 
“Home-cooked food, oven prepared 
breads and cookies are an important 
part of  the cuisine. You will get a hands-
on experience of  that,” says Reshii.

As a special treat, foodies will mas-
ter the nuances of  Dogra cuisine and 

swap spice stories with master chef  
Ghulam Rasool who will demonstrate 
how to prepare a traditional wazwan 
meal. The wazwan at The Lalit Grand 
Palace Hotel at Srinagar, with multiple 
courses of  Kashmiri banquet food 
planned and executed by corporate 
executive chef  Nimish Bhatia, is 
another tasty attraction. Travelers can 
also look forward to a farm-to-table 
experience, choosing fresh vegetables 
that have just been picked from the 
garden for their meal. It’s an experi-
ence to truly savour.

Travel to Kashmir valley, 
enjoy a feast fit for a king

www.timespassiontrails.com  |  www.facebook.com/pages/Times-Passion-Trails  |  twitter.com/PassionTrails

HIT THE TRAIL
➤ Experience Architect |
Marryam H Reshii  
➤ Duration: 5 days, Oct 8 to 
Oct 12, 2014

➤ Open only for 15-20 food lovers

HOW TO JOIN:
➤Online registrations | Aug 08 – Aug 30,
2014 at www.timespassiontrails.com. 
Token registration fee of 1,000 to be 
paid; fully refundable if participants 
do not make it to final list
➤By September first week, Marryam 
will announce the final list of 15-20
participants based on their interest in 
and knowledge of Kashmiri cuisine 
➤Selected participants have to pay 
the participation fee using the Yatra 
online payment gateway. Details to be 
shared during registration process
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PARADISE FOR THE PALATE: Gourmands 
may not know that Kashmir is as famous 
for its breads (left) as traditional 
favourites kahwa and wazwan (above)
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Ahmedabad: Creatures of
the night have laid siege to
the Sun temple at Modhera
and tourists are appalled by
the stink they have raised.
Thousands of bats have tak-
en shelter in the temple and
their droppings are now a
health concern.

“Who would believe that
this temple hosts the magnif-
icent Modhera cultural fes-
tival. One now has to cover
up well before venturing in-
to this 11th century monu-
ment,” says Dipesh Shah, a
visitor and a researcher.
“Can’t the district adminis-
tration step in for pest con-
trol if the archaeology de-
partment is cash strapped?,”
asks Shah. The infestation
has grown in the last five
months while the Archae-
logical Survey of India (ASI)
that manages the temple is
yet to figure out a way to con-
trol the worsening infesta-
tion.

Heaps of bat droppings,
now cover a major part of
the floor of the sun temple. A
detailed inspection is now
required to be done during
dusk to determine the size of
the infestation as the bats
leave for their nightly feed-

ing. “This inspection will re-
veal their preferred exit
point from the temple. We
have experimented with
bright lights such as flash-
lights and work lights that
may scare off the bats and
cause them to change their
habits. Such measures are
available to us. Also cover-
ing the entry and exit points
of the temple at the appro-
priate time can prevent

roosting of the bats,” says a
senior ASI official.

A senior state health de-
partment official told TOI,
“Bats can carry rabies. Also,
the accumulation of their
droppings creates a suitable
environment for the growth
of Histoplasma capsulatum,
a fungus that can cause lung
disease in humans. Spores
contained within the dust
are inhaled into the lungs.”

Cloud of bats diminishes
Modhera Sun temple glow

Thousands of bats have made the shrine their home
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