
CITY 2AhmedabadMirror
TUESDAY, AUGUST 5, 2014

www.ahmedabadmirror.com/city
amfeedback@timesgroup.in

T hieves ripped several kilos of
underground phone cables,
totalling 60 metres in length,
leaving 500 landline phones
dead in Madhavpura and Da-

riapur. The theft was likely carried out
on July 26 on the stretch connecting
Marshal Hotel and Cloth Market. The
phone lines went dead around 7 pm
that day, forcing Muslim residents to
use their cellphones to make outsta-
tion calls to their loved ones on 
Eid-ul-Fitr.

According to BSNL officials, the
theft could not have been executed
without the help of advanced equip-
ment like JCB machine, since the ca-
bles were stolen after digging more
than five feet into the ground. A theft
complaint has been filed by BSNL em-
ployee Naresh Parmar with Kalupur
police. Landline subscribers of BSNL
began calling up the company’s Rail-
waypura zonal office to register their
complaint on the night of July 26. It
was only after the zonal office started
receiving a flood of calls from angry
residents in the next few days that the
officials suspected something serious-
ly wrong.

Upon investigation, the technical
team detected the fault on the stretch
between Marshal Hotel and Cloth
Market near Kalupur railway station. 

BSNL workers then began digging
up a portion of the stretch to locate the
cables and fix the problem. It was only
after they had dug up 12-ft length of
the road that they found the cables
missing. 

Just further ahead, which the
workers later noticed, the thieves had
dug up a 1 ft X 1ft spot to rip the cables
on that stretch. 

According to sources, the stolen ca-
bles weigh about 180 kg and would
cost about Rs 80,000 in the scrap mar-
ket. The repair work would cost the
company at least Rs 1.5 lakh, sources
added.

500 phones go dead 
as thieves dig up busy
road and steal cables
Land phones in Dariapur and Madhavpura went dead after thieves
ripped over 100 kg of copper cables by digging up road near rly station

A PDPU professor was recent-
ly assaulted by unidentified
people while he was pedall-
ing his way back home at
night. Dr Ashish Sarkar, 52,

suspects that the attackers could have
been students with a backlog in the
subjects he teaches at the university.

Sarkar, who lives about five km
from the university, was knocked
down within a km from the varsity by
unidentified bikers who then began
beating him up with a lathi. In a des-
perate bid to save himself from the
blows, he started throwing mud at
the attackers and began screaming
for help. 

Hearing his screams, farmers liv-
ing nearby rushed to the spot, forcing
the attackers to flee. Sarkar, who suf-
fered serious injuries to his legs,
hands and behind the left ear, was ad-
mitted to Apollo Hospital by univer-
sity officials who he managed to call
up. Later, the cops recorded his state-
ment and registered a complaint.

“I left a pensionable, central gov-
ernment job to join PDPU. I have
been in Ahmedabad for seven years

attack is condemnable. We inquired
with the security staff and also ques-
tioned several students and gradu-
ates. The inquiry is still on, but we
have stepped up vigilance.”

SPT Director Anirbid Sircar says
that the incident has shaken up facul-
ty members, especially researchers
who work at the university till late in
the night. “It raises safety concerns
and could hamper research work car-
ried out by the faculty,” he said.

Dean Tajinder Pal Singh said, “We
questioned a number of students
who are yet to clear the backlog and
have lost a year. Dr Sarkar had also
told us that in May, too, some stu-
dents had abused him when he was
on his way home at night. We are yet
to find out who carried the attack. We
definitely need better policing on the
stretch.”

Police Sub-Inspector B K Solanki
of Infocity police station, said, “We
do not have any information yet on
the attackers. But we have asked the
varsity to give us names of the sus-
pects so that we can interrogate
them.”

He further added, “We carry out
regular patrolling in the area as a por-
tion of the stretch is isolated and
without streetlights.”

now and was previously employed
with Physical Research Laboratory. I
considered the city to be quite safe till
I almost died that day,” said Sarkar,
who teaches sedimentary geology,
petroleum geology and geomechan-
ics to students of Civil and Petroleum
Engineering.

Following the ghastly incident,
the varsity set up an inquiry commit-
tee comprising PDPU Registrar Tarun
Shah, Director of School of Petro-
leum Technology (SPT) Anirbid Sir-
car, Dean of Student Affairs Tajinder
Pal Singh and Director of School of
Technology R B Raghavendra. A pick-
up and drop facility has also been ar-
ranged for Sarkar, who still finds it dif-
ficult to walk.

“I was attacked on the eve of guru
purnima. I could not see the faces of
the attackers, but they were all
youngsters. I think it could be stu-
dents who have issues with me. I was
tasked with setting question papers
for the reexamination from July 19 to
25, so maybe there is some connec-
tion here. But I am not sure about it,”
said Sarkar who prepared the ques-
tion paper while in the hospital to
“send across a message to attackers
that I am unaffected”.

Registrar Tarun Shah said, “The

Dr Ashish Sarkar, 52, was cycling back home at night, when he was knocked
down and beaten up with a wooden stick by two bikers; varsity probing case
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After BSNL officials dug up the road to find the fault, they found cables missing

The land phone
went dead on July
26. Distant 
relatives who did
not have my 

cellphone number were unable to
greet me and my family on Eid

AZIZ GANDHI
Businessman, Dariapur

Punjab Rao, a BSNL worker, said,
“Even to trace the fault we had to dig a
bigger area. Wonder how the thieves
dug up such a small spot to pull out the
cables. It is not easy to rip 60-metres of
copper cable and that too in daylight.
They must have used most modern
machine.”

Aziz Gandhi, a businessman from
Dariapur, said that dead land phone
forced him to call up his relatives using
the cellphone on Eid. “Distant rela-
tives who did not have my cellphone
number were unable to greet me and
my family,” he said.

Ranjeet Solanki, a Dariapur resi-
dent, said, “I do not own a cellphone.
All my communication with friends
and family is through the landline
phone. It has been a week I spoke 
to them.”

BSNL’s Senior Divisional Officer P
R Patel said, “We suspect the involve-
ment of an insider in the theft. Initial-
ly, when people called us up, it looked
like a usual monsoon-related griev-
ance. But when our phones began
ringing continuously, we got suspi-
cious and found out that 60 metres of
phone cable had been stolen.”

Kalupur Police Sub-Inspector 
R B Kharadi, who is investigating 
the case, said, “We are recording the
statements of BSNL officials and the
shopkeepers on the stretch from
where the cables were stolen. Investi-
gation is on.”
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Dr Sarkar suffered injuries to his legs and hands in the attack. He is still not able to walk properly

PDPU prof thrashed,
suspects students
who failed in exams

PICS: JIGNESH VORA

Gujarat National Law University has tied up with Osaka University of Japan to provide foreign teaching, research & training and internship op-
portunities to students and faculty. The cooperation agreement allows students from both universities to participate in each other’s short-
term English programmes, short-term courses, undertaking of research activities in India and Japan, including internships for researchers.

GNLU TIES UP WITH JAPAN UNIVERSITY

SHARAD KUMAR
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