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AHMEDABAD, SEPT 2 

THE Gujarat Education
Department prepares itself
to provide career guidance
to government school stu-
dents. For this, an assess-
ment test of all Class VII
government school students
is soon to be conducted at
the state-level on the basis
of which the department
plans to not only assess stu-
dents’ aptitude but also pro-
vide career guidance and ad-
vice on stream selection
after Class X. 

The test is to be con-
ducted in the second semes-
ter of Class VII. The objec-

tive test of 200 marks would
cover Mathematics, Science,
Social Science and language
(Gujarati and English) sub-
jects including curriculum of
three classes- Class V, VI and
VII. They will be divided as
70 per cent questions from
Class VII and 15 per cent
each from Class VI and V.
The question paper is being
framed by a panel of experts. 

The reason for selecting
Class VII cited by depart-
ment officials, is that it is an
apt age for evaluating the
understanding of a subject
by students as well as a right
base to prepare students for
higher studies. It is believed
that this will generate

healthy competition among
students and teachers as well
as send a message to the
community that even gov-
ernment schools are making
efforts for better perform-
ance and future of students. 

“Under the Right to Ed-
ucation (RTE) Act, there is
a provision for no examina-
tion till Class VIII and it has
been our analysis that if this
test is introduced in Class
VII, it will certainly help to
improve results till Class XII.
The idea behind this test is
to not to demotivate students
by evaluating them and put-
ting them under various cate-
gories through marks or
grades but to encourage

them in areas where they are
lacking and need help,” said
joint director secondary edu-
cation E P Desai who is
working on this project. 

While good scorers
would be given merit certifi-
cates, mark sheets of this test
would also be sent to all
schools and School Manage-
ment Committees (SMCs).
The data of all students
would be maintained at
school, village, taluka, block
and district level for compar-
ison and analysis. “It is also
an attempt to motivate gov-
ernment schools in ‘hard to
reach’ areas like tribal pock-
ets, slums and other scat-
tered areas,” added Desai.   

AHMEDABAD: Batting for opening up
of India’s legal services to overseas
lawyers, UK Law Minister Shailesh Vara
asked India’s law practitioners to “keep
an enquiring mind” while delivering a
guest lecture on ‘Legal Services’ at the
Gujarat National Law University on Tues-
day. Vara, who is among the first of Gu-
jarati origin to serve as a British govern-
ment minister and is on a three day visit to
India to build bilateral ties, spoke to an
audience comprising around 100 law stu-
dents and faculty.

His trip is expected to focus on efforts
to open up the Indian legal jurisdiction by
lifting current restrictions on foreign
lawyers practicing in the country and also
promote the upcoming Global Law Sum-
mit, to be held in London in February 2015

to the law fraternity here. “I am not giv-
ing any advice on what your judiciary
should be doing, but asking for some con-
sideration, if UK lawyers can come to India
and advise companies, on international
law, that require their services. Many In-
dian companies that want international
legal advise have to take a plane to UK
which is a very expensive affair, when the
same advise can be given in India.”

In response to a query from GNLU
president Bimal Patel on how legal serv-
ices in the country can be enhanced and if
UK has created a level-playing field for
Indian lawyers to practice equally in for-
eign markets, Vara added, “The judicial
system should be subject to ‘regular re-
views’ and the judiciary should keep an
enquiring mind.” ENS
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I
N THE wake of the grow-
ing incidents of sporadic
communal riots in the old

city, the Vadodara Congress
party has threatened to boy-
cott the September 13 bypolls if
the administration fails to curb
the violence. The Congress
party, in a memorandum to
the District Election Officer
Avantika Singh Aulakh on
Tuesday, said that the commu-
nal tensions were obstructing
the “free and fair” spirit of the
upcoming bypolls as part of the
“strategy of the ruling party”
to polarise majority votes. 

In their memorandum to
the DEO, Congress candidate
Narendra Ravat said that the
increasing communal inci-
dents in the city “appear to be
the handiwork of the ruling
party that fears losing the by-
polls”. Ravat has alleged that
the city police has failed to act
in time at the behest of the rul-
ing party that is exploiting the
communal tension to its ad-
vantage. In his letter to the
DEO, seeking stricter law and

order during the polls, Ravat
says, “The common public is
not interested in indulging in
violence. Those who draw
benefit from such acts pro-
mote it through their power.
The police commissioner has
been speaking of how groups
taking out processions for
Ganesh Chaturthi have pro-
voked the minority commu-
nity by hurling abuses in an
inebriated state, leading to the
riots. I want to know why has
the police failed to stop the
sale of liquor that only in-
creases ahead of polls.”

The letter also states that

the Congress leaders have been
“hearing rumours” that some
political persons are planning
“riot in a big way” on the last
day of the Ganesh immersions,
in order to exploit the situation
for their gains. Ravat has said
that if the law and order is not
restored in the city in the run-up
to the bypolls, the Congress
party will “boycott” the Sep-
tember 13 elections. 

Aulakh says, “We are
making necessary security
arrangements along with the
police department to ensure
that the bypolls are conducted
in a free and fair manner. We

have carried out an exercise
to identify vulnerable polling
stations and security forces
will be deployed to ensure law
and order.”

BJP leaders rubbished
Ravat’s allegation. A senior
party leader said, “We do not
know which political persons is
he referring to because he has
only made vague allegations.
However, to us it appears that
the Congress is giving this en-
tire issue a political colour by
making up such frivolous al-
legations in the first place.
They should have a better is-
sue to fight this bypoll.”

WHO IS NEXT?

Following the appointment of Vajub-
hai Vala as the Governor of Karnataka,
speculations are rife on the next occu-
pant of the office he held - the Speaker
of Gujarat Legislative Assembly.
While several names are doing the
round for the post like Narottam Patel
and Mangubhai Patel, a small incident
during the farewell of Vala at the As-
sembly included the name of Cabinet
Minister Nitin Patel in the probable
members who could be appointed as
the next Speaker. During the farewell,
various leaders like Anandiben Patel,
Shankersinh Vaghela and Nitin Patel
felicitated Vala with a shawl. And when
Nitin Patel was presenting the shawl,
Vala told him lightly that now he would
have to take care of the members in the
Assembly. This “ostensible” remark of
Vala gathered momentum to speculate

that Nitin Patel could be appointed
the next Speaker of the Assembly.

MACRO & MICRO VIGIL OF CM
Chief Minister Anandiben Patel has
been travelling quite extensively
across the state while simultaneously
also making sure that no file is pend-
ing in her office of different depart-
ments. Senior bureaucrats say while
Patel has been quite vigilant to macro
events, she also keep a close watch on
the micro events too. Giving an exam-

ple of this, a bureaucrat said that re-
cently Patel has asked officials to make
sure that the websites of all the depart-
ments are properly functioning and
well updated.

FAST AND FURIOUS 
‘Gatisheel Gujarat’ is the tag-line un-
der which the present Gujarat govern-
ment led by Anandiben Patel has been
functioning. The tag-line sometimes
becomes a subject of mockery with
people saying if this government is the
‘Gatisheel’ then wasn’t the previous
government, led by Narendra Modi?
In fact, during the last Assembly ses-
sion, a Congress MLA also made a
statement in the house to this effect
that created a furore. Explaining the
tag-line, a government official coined
another tag-line and said that the pres-
ent government’s motto is on line of

‘Disha Ej, Gati Tej (Same Direction at
Faster Speed)’. 

TUG OF WAR
A month after taking over as Rajkot
Municipal Commissioner, Vijay
Nehra launched an intensive drive to
control cattle nuisance on city roads
and impounded record 1,005 cattle in
the month of August alone. The com-
missioner also forwarded a proposal
to the elected wing of Rajkot Munici-
pal Corporation (RMC) seeking
steep hike in administrative and
maintenance charges on impounded
cattle. But Mayor Raksha Boliya re-
portedly blocked it last week. The
mayor, who comes from maldhari
community, was of the view that the
hike was unjustified until the time cat-
tle-owners were given alternative
arrangements to accommodate their
cattle. However, municipal commis-
sioner dug out provisions concerning
cattle menace from the Bombay
Provincial Municipal Corporation
Act and issued a notification making
it mandatory for cattle owners to get
their animals registered by end of
September. The notification also em-
powered civic officials to impound
cattle from anywhere if they were not
registered within a month. The mayor
was left with no option but to join the
cattle registration drive of the RMC.
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Bypolls: Cong gives boycott
call over communal clashes

I U N R E S T I N V A D O D A R A I

Gujarat Pradesh Congress Committee president Arjun Modhwadia with other
party leaders at an election meet in Vadodara on Tuesday. BHUPENDRA RANA
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HOLDING a demonstration
at the Gujarat University cam-
pus against the alleged failure
of the BJP-led NDA govern-
ment in fulfilling the electoral
promises, the National Stu-
dents’ Union of India (NSUI)
and the state youth Congress
on Tuesday demanded an ac-
count of 100 days of the Naren-
dra Modi government.

Addressing the students
and youths at the campus,
NSUI’s national general sec-
retary Gulabsinh Rajput and
state youth Congress leader
Parthivrajsinh Kathwadia said
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and yoga guru Baba
Ramdev had promised to bring
back the “black money”

stashed in foreign banks within
a period of 100 days after com-
ing to power. But while
Ramdev had gone in hiberna-
tion, Modi had gone silent on
the issue after becoming PM.

They said that while Modi

accused the former UPA gov-
ernment being soft to Pakistan,
he (Modi) was indulging into
politics of “sari and shawl” with
Pakistan, instead of initiating
any concrete action against
Pakistani aggression in border

areas of Jammu and Kashmir.
The two leaders reminded the
Modi government that as many
as 95 violations of ceasefire had
occurred from Pakistani side
ever since Modi came to
power. 

Alleging that the new gov-
ernment at the Centre had
failed in checking inflation and
price rise, they said that while
Modi had offered financial as-
sistance running into thou-
sands of crores of rupees to
Bhutan and Nepal, the govern-
ment had no money for build-
ing toilets and providing civic
amenities in slum areas of the
country.

They said that incidents of
communal violence had also
gone up in the country ever
since BJP came to power at the
Centre.

AHMEDABAD:The Gujarat
High Court on Tuesday re-
jected a petition moved by
Additional Director General
of Police (ADGP) Vipul Vi-
joy challenging his transfer by
the state government from a
cadre post to an ex-cadre post. 

Vijoy, a 1983 batch IPS
officer, was transferred ear-
lier this year from the post of
Director of State Police
Academy, Karai, to Techni-
cal Services (police) in
Gandhinagar.

The division bench of Jus-

tices V M Sahai and R P Dho-
laria rejected the petition up-
holding the decision taken by
Central Administrative Tri-
bunal (CAT). Vijoy had ear-
lier approached the CAT
which rejected his plea. 

Citing a Supreme Court’s
judgment, Vijoy had pleaded
that an IPS officer holding a
cadre post for not more than
two years can’t be transferred
to an ex-cadre post. He had
contended that his transfer
was in violation of the apex
court’s order. In February this
year, Vijoy was transferred to
Technical Services (police),
which was earlier known as
IG Communications. Over
the years following the intro-
duction of computers and
other technologies as part of
police modernisation the
purview of this post changed.

In addition to it, the officer
had also contended that even
after seven months of his
transfer the government didn’t
fill the post he was transferred
from. The post still lies vacant,
Vijoy said in the petition. ENS

HC rejects IPS officer’s plea
challenging transfer by govt

Youth Cong, NSUI protest over
PM ‘failure’ to fulfil poll promises

Education dept to put govt school
students to test for career guidance

Allow foreign lawyers to practise
in India, says UK Law Minister

NSUI members hold a demonstration on Gujarat
University campus in Ahmedabad on Tuesday. JAVED RAJA

❚ GUIDE LINE

Police deploy eunuchs to control traffic, in Surat on Tuesday. EXPRESS
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