
THE TIMES OF INDIA, AHMEDABAD
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 20144 TIMES CITY

Ahmedabad: Gujarat high
court on Tuesday issued a
notice to the state govern-
ment in response to a PIL de-
manding setting up of fast-
track courts across the state
for speedy trials in rape
cases.

Petitioner Jignesh Gos-
wami, through advocate K G
Pandit, submitted that after
the Delhi rape case, Delhi
high court made a suggesti-
on in its order that fast-track
courts should be established
in each state for speedy jus-
tice in sexual assault cases. 

The lawyer argued that
all state governments ex-
cept Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar have set in motion

preparations for setting up
fast-track courts as per the
Delhi HC order. The lawyer
further said that the Gujarat
government too should be
directed to initiate estab-
lishment of courts that put
rape cases on fast track. He
submitted that cases of sex-
ual assault are reported in
huge numbers these days
and it is painful that the sur-
vivors of such assaults have
to wait for years together to

get justice. To drive his point
home, advocate Pandit re-
lied on a newspaper clip-
ping.

Following the Nirbhaya
rape case in Delhi in Decem-
ber 2012, widespread pro-
tests took place. The Centre
then set up a judicial com-
mittee to study and take pub-
lic suggestions for the best
ways to amend laws to pro-
vide quicker investigation
and prosecution of sex of-
fenders. 

After considering 80,000
suggestions, the committee
submitted a report which in-
dicated that failures on the
part of the government and
police were the root cause
behind crimes against wom-
en. 

High Court Issues Notice To State Govt 

PIL seeks fast-track
courts for rape cases 
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Ahmedabad: The air intelli-
gence unit of the customs de-
partment on Tuesday morn-
ing held three men for
smuggling gold worth Rs
39.25 lakh at Sardar Vallabhb-
hai Patel International Air-
port. The Mumbai-based men
in their twenties were caught
with 1.425 kg of gold bars con-
cealed in their private parts.

According to sources, all
the three men — Kishan Gok-
lani, Hanish Pherwani and
Pradeep Rupani — belong to
Ullasnagar in Mumbai and
are first-time carriers. 

This is the first such inci-
dent in this month and 39th
incident of gold smuggling
since January 2014. Since Ja-
nuary 2014, the customs de-
partment alone has seized
41.045 kg of gold, worth Rs

11.93 crore and detained 50
smugglers at the city airport.

Goklani and Pherwani
had arrived in Air India flight
AI-130 from Mumbai at
6.45am while Rupani was
coming from Bangkok. Intel-
ligence unit officials found
their movement suspicious
and they were taken into the
red channel for further
checking. “As their beha-
viour looked suspicious, they

were held for questioning.
During the checking, we
found gold bars hidden in
their rectum,” said a customs
official.

Since the Air India flight
that arrived from Mumbai is
an international flight from
London, it landed on the in-
ternational terminal and
hence both the men were
caught by the intelligence
unit. The legal proceedings
are underway.

It has been over 15 months
since the Centre imposed re-
strictions on gold imports
and since then the yellow
metal is being smuggled into
the country by various
means.

Last month, two Mumbai-
based men were caught with
2kg of gold bars worth Rs 60
lakh concealed in their pri-
vate parts and shoes.

Three held at airport
with gold worth `̀39L 
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Ahmedabad: The members of
public caught two youths in-
volved in a chain-snatching in-
cident on Tuesday evening. Po-
lice said that the youths have
been caught earlier for similar
act.

According to Khokhra po-
lice, Nayna Solanki, a resident
of Krishna Duplex, Hatkesh-
war, was passing from near Ma-
drasi Mandir in Khokhra at 5.30
pm. At that time, she felt the
strong pull on her neck as a
youth tried to snatch her gold
necklace. However, before the
chain could break, the pillion
rider could not maintain bal-
ance and fell. The bike and the
other rider also fell on the spot.
She immediately raised an
alarm due to which the nearby
residents and passers-by gath-

ered on the spot and prevented
the duo from fleeing. A B Tha-
kor, inspector of Khokhra po-
lice station, said that the duo
has been identified as Bhavik
Darji, a resident of Kathwada,
and Hirendra Vahani, a resi-
dent of Saijpur. “In the primary
investigation, they have men-
tioned that they have been
caught earlier by Naroda police.
As the duo was beaten up by the
members of public, they were
also given primary treatment.
Questioning is on,” he said.

Passersby foil bid
to snatch chain,
nab two youths
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: A 51-year-old jew-
eller approached the city police
with a complaint for abduction,
and theft of silver ornaments
worth Rs 11 lakh on Monday.
However, police found some
loose ends in his narrative and
have taken the application of
complaint. A team accompanied
the complainant to Mehsana on
Tuesday to corroborate some of
the details he mentioned in the
complaint.

According to Naranpura po-
lice, Shivji Soni, a resident of Sa-
gar Apartment near Bhavsar
Hostel in Vadaj, functions from
his residence and is into making
silver ornaments. He had got an
order from Hasmukh Patel, a
resident of KK Nagar in Ghatlo-
dia, to deliver the ornaments
prepared from the silver he had
provided earlier. The cost of the
silver ornaments was Rs 11 lakh.

“As per his application, he
had started off from his resi-
dence on Monday afternoon on
his scooter to reach Patel’s resi-
dence. He had kept the orna-
ments in a cloth bag in the glove
box of the scooter. When he was
about to reach Nirnaynagar un-
derpass, he encountered a white
van that had blocked his way. So-
ni had an altercation that later
got heated up as he parked his
scooter and approached the
group of four. As soon as he reac-

hed near the van, he was taken
in by two persons and they drove
off the vehicle,” said a Naranpu-
ra police official.

Soni claimed that the group
took him to Mehsana via Gota
and later dropped him there. He
did not have a mobile phone.
Thus, he took a sharing van to re-
ach back to Ahmedabad and bor-
rowed a fellow passenger’s
phone to make a call to Patel
about the incident and check on
the scooter he had parked to pre-
vent theft of the vehicle. When
Patel reached the spot, the scoot-
er was not there. Soni reached
home after which he ap-
proached police with the com-
plaint.

“First of all, the time men-
tioned in the application sug-
gests that there might be traffic
on the stretch near Nirnayna-
gar. We are trying to find the lo-
cal shopkeepers who might have
seen the scene. Second, why
somebody would abduct any
person just to drop him at Meh-
sana?,” said an investigator.

Jeweller alleges
abduction, theft 
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Ahmedabad: One of the
world’s biggest kite festivals,
the French Dieppe Interna-
tional Kite Festival, will see
participation by four Indians
this year. One of them is from
Ahmedabad. Kirti Thakar,
who is a retired bureaucrat
from Gujarat, will be accom-
panied by three others — Di-
lip Kapadia, Shayzaday Ab-
bas and Abdul Rauf, all
members of the Golden Kite
Club based in Mumbai. 

The festival will be held
between September 6 to Sep-
tember 14. This is the first
time that a participant from
Gujarat has been invited to
the festival. Talking about
the design of the Indian kiosk
at the festival, Thakkar said
that the India kiosk had been

designed on a theme of MF
Hussain and Luck tea Stall. 

The French Dieppe festiv-
al is also called the ‘World
Cup of Fighter Kites’. Special
India-made kites being de-

signed by Kapadia, Abbas
and Rauf will take part in the
fighter kites section. More-
over, kites from different
parts of India will also be dis-
played at India’s kiosk. 

Amdavadi invited to world’s
largest kite competition

Kirti Thakar from Gujarat is among four Indians invited to French fest

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: If everything
goes as planned, Amdavadis
will soon be able to give
names of their choice to
roads, community places,
corporation zonal offices
and facilities at public plac-
es. The administrative wing
of the AMC has prepared a

proposal and forwarded it to
the standing committee for
approval. It says that a per-
son can adopt and give the
name of his choice by pay-
ing 10% of the project cost. 

Officials said that to take
the final decision, a four-
member committee will be

formed which will be
chaired by the city mayor.
For projects to the tune of Rs
50 lakh, the amount for
adoption would be Rs 10
lakh, while for projects
which are over 50 lakh but
less than one crore, the fee
would be Rs 15 lakh. TNN

Adopt a road, give it a name! 

Ahmedabad: British law min-
ister Shailesh Vara, who is of
Gujarat origin, on Tuesday
called for the need to open up the
legal service sector in India,
which could pave the way for ex-
cellence in service as well as em-
ployment generation.

Addressing the students of
Gujarat National Law Universi-
ty (GNLU) in Gandhinagar, Va-
ra said that India must open up
its legal sector. “If India allows
overseas lawyers and legal
firms to work here… we are not
saying that the British lawyers
should be allowed to speak be-
fore court, but if allowed to ad-
vise on international laws, the
services in India will only be-
come cheaper,” said the UK’s
parliamentary under-secretary
of state and minister of courts
and legal aid at the ministry of
justice. 

Vara said that the opening
up of legal services would bring
the best of talents to India. This
is how Britain has become a cen-
tre of excellence in legal sector.
“If India opens up the legal sec-
tor like Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi invites investment in
all other sectors, all the best
from Britain would be available
here too,” he said, adding that
there is a need for more ex-
change programmes between
the two countries.

Talking about the prospects
for studies in the UK, he said:
“We are always open for stu-
dents. The minimum require-
ment is that they should sustain
and come up with good qualifi-
cation. The scholarships have al-
so increased and reached up to
600 to 700. The scholarship
amount has increased from £10
million in 2009 to £115 million
nowadays in Chevening scholar-
ships. He also said that British
students would also come to the
world-class institutes in India.

He told the students that at
any given point of time, Britain
has nearly 35,000 Indian stu-
dents following different pro-
grammes in its universities. The
number has gone down in last
couple of years. “This is for good
reason that we closed down near-
ly 700 bogus colleges in Britain.
They used to offer below stan-
dard education. Their closure is
for the betterment of students
and for the standard of educa-
tion in our country,” he said.

‘India should allow
overseas lawyers’
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British law minister Shailesh Vara

The recent rains in the city seem to
have waterlogged snake pits as
well, forcing the reptiles to seek

safer places among humans. Many of
these snakes— and some of them are
cobras — have sought
refuge in the
buildings of En-
trepreneurship
Development
Institute
(EDI) of In-
dia where
they have
caused
panic
among
students
and offi-
cials alike.
No one is
complaining
against the monsoon but students at EDI
are suddenly feeling unsafe because of
the rains. “One day, we had just finished
lunch and were trying to take a nap
when someone shouted, ‘Snake’! A
brown cobra was fleeing through the
grass. We immediately rushed to the
safety of our rooms. Later a snake-
catcher was called,” said a student. EDI
is not the only place where snakes are
found. Institutes like PDPU, DA-IICT and

GNLU are also home to some venomous
snakes.

Patel power at GU

The posts of registrar
and controller of ex-
aminationsat Guj-

arat University (GU)
were vacant for more

than a decade. When
LD Engineering Col-
lege principal M N
Patel was appointed
vice-chancellor of GU

this year, he request-
ed the government to
appoint HC Patel from
the state’s oldest engi-

neering college as the uni-
versity registrar. Last week, interviews
were conducted for controller of exam-
inations post. For this post, Shailesh Pa-
tel from Ganpat University was selected.
Recently, the GU syndicate hired Paresh
Patel as the university’s accounts offi-
cer. The GU VC, who is given the credit
for developing the LD Engineering Col-
lege campus and has several research
papers to his name, he seems unable to
check ‘Patel power’ from taking over the
state’s largest university.

Ganpati idols to their campuses. At IIT-
Gandhinagar, the Ganesh pandal served
as a venue for free medical checkup and
blood donation camps. Cept University,
too, celebrates the festival with gusto.
“Ganpati is a symbol of wisdom and
knowledge. That is why we celebrate
the festival with great fanfare for all the
10 days,” said an official of Cept’s ou-
treach services department. This year,
EDI students have welcomed the Lord in
an eco-friendly way. They have made
Ganesh idols from natural materials.
Several colleges register low attendance
during the festival. With most college
and school examinations over, students
have taken leave for Ganesh Chaturthi.
Indian Institute of Teacher Education
(IITE) also celebrated the festival in a
big way. It has been organizing morning
aarti which is attended by students and
teachers. Even the IITE vice-chancellor,
Shashiranjan Yadav, has been posting
regular updates on his Facebook page.

Frisbee rules at IIM-A

All work and no play makes boys
and girls dull and IIM-Ahmeda-
bad (IIM-A) students are no ex-

ception. The best place to relax and un-
wind for students is, of course, the
sports field. But IIM-A must be the only
campus in the city where Frisbee has
the status of a ‘national sport’. At mid-
night, the lawns of Louis Kahn Plaza at
the institute come alive with exciting
Frisbee matches. Students jumping, run-
ning and prancing around with the 175
gram disc is truly a sight to behold. To
be fair to IIM-A students, it must be
mentioned that they also recognise
football, cricket, tennis, basketball, bad-
minton and volleyball as outdoor sports
and occasionally try their hand at indoor
games like table tennis, pool and
squash. But Frisbee reins supreme at
IIM-A 

Ganpati fervour 
at colleges

Over the past few years, Ganesh
Chaturthi has become immen-
sely popular among college 

students who have started bringing

CAMPUS CAPERS 

Snakes in no mood to play

Siddhartha

Ahmedabad: Gujarat Univer-
sity authorities have received
nine complaints against PhD
guides and department heads
for granting admission to stu-
dents who do not fulfill the pre-
requisite criterion. There are
some NSUI and ABVP leaders
among the nine PhD students
who are now under scanner
along with their mentors.

The university has formed a
three-member committee to in-
vestigate into the complaints
against three PhD students of
environment, five in chemistry
and one in economics. Ironical-
ly, nine complaints were filed
owing to rivalry between NSUI
and ABVP leaders. “NSUI and
ABVP have submitted four com-
plaints each,” said a GU official.

“Of the nine, eight students
were granted admission into the
PhD courses out of turn. All
their admissions were formal-
ized after GU issued notification
regarding a joint entrance test
to fill up the empty seats in PhD
and MPhil courses. The matter

is now under investigation. The
needle of suspicion is now
pointing towards a senior mem-
ber of the science faculty,” said
vice-chancellor of GU, M N Pa-
tel.

The ninth case of irregulari-
ty in admission pertains to PhD
in economics and is linked to the
tenure of former GU VC, Adesh
Pal. “This student was granted
admission by former dean of

arts faculty Pradip Prajapati
and was formalized by Pal. This
admission was granted arbitra-
rily after all other admissions
were formalized through joint
entrance test and cleared by the
research and development com-
mittee of GU. This case is being
probed by a separate committee
which is probing into accusa-
tions of malpractices against
Pal,” said a GU official. 

GU sets up panel to probe
PhD admission irregularities
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Ahmedabad: Companies from
Kutch — one the first regions
from India to start internation-
al trade relations — will go on
an overseas trade and invest-
ment mission to Canada this
month. The first and largest ev-
er delegation of 30 Kutch-based
companies from varied sectors
will explore business opportu-
nities with companies in Mani-
toba, Canada.

Among the sectors repre-
sented by Kutch delegates are
mining and mineral process-
ing, engineering equipment,
construction machinery, agri
business, food processing, real
estate, building materials, raw
cotton, steel, cement, salt pro-
duction, heavy vehicle manu-
facturing, transportation, lo-
gistics, education, tourism and

hospitality. The companies will
explore partnerships, joint ven-
tures, imports, exports, tech-
nology transfer and other busi-
ness opportunities. The
delegates will be exposed to pre-
sentations by Manitoba Trade
& Investment, Manitoba Cham-
ber of Commerce, Economic
Development Winnipeg, World
Trade Centre, Manitoba Immi-
gration, Tourism Manitoba/
Winnipeg, CentrePort, Manito-

ba agriculture department,
Canadian manufacturers and
exporters.Last year, the pre-
mier of Manitoba province
Greg Selinger had visited Guja-
rat and met the then chief min-
ister, Narendra Modi. Thereaf-
ter, an MOU was signed
between the two governments
to establish a Food Develop-
ment Centre at Anand Agricul-
ture University. 

“Following this, a series of
roadshows and meetings were
organized by Manitoba Trade
and Investment in Canada and
its representative in India –
Global Network in Kutch,
which then resulted in the for-
mation of the trade and invest-
ment delegation with Chamber
of Commerce and Industries in
Kutch (CCIK),” said Jagat Shah,
foreign representative of Gov-
ernment of Manitoba in India
and founder of Global Network.

Kutch firms plan Canada trip 
Chitra.Unnithan

@timesgroup.com

FOR NEW TIE-UPS 

A team of Ahmedabad Mu-
nicipal Corporation's health
department raided illegal ho-
tels in Labha and Isanpur
wards. These hotels were op-
erating in unhygienic condi-
tion and without licence.

EC rejects allegation:
The Election Commission
(EC) on Tuesday rejected the
allegation that electronic vot-
ing machines (EVMs) being
sent to Jammu and Kashmir
for the coming assembly
polls were manufactured in
Gujarat and were manipulat-
ed. In a letter to J&K Panthers
Party leader Bhim Singh, the
EC said that the EVMs were
not manufactured by any
Gujarat-based company. It al-
so said the voting machines
are tamper-proof and there is
no scope of manipulating it
due to inbuilt safeguards.

Civic body to hire autos:
Ahmedabad Municipal Cor-
poration's water and elec-
tricity department has pro-
posed to hire 14 CNG
autorickshaws on rent for su-
pervision of areas where cars
cannot reach.

Cept's faculty of design
turns 24: Cept University's
faculty of design celebrated
its 24th foundation day on
Tuesday, with installation of
a blind-friendly pavilion with
banking terminal. 

CITY DIGEST

AMC team raids
illegal hotels

Ahmedabad: Prof Pradip Prajapati of Gujarat University’s
economics department, who has been accused by three girl
students of harassment, has written a letter to the university
authorities demanding cross-examination of the complainants
and has even demanded a copy of his statement and CCTV
footage. In his letter, Prajapati has listed a set of demands and
has alleged that co-professor Kartik Bhatt should not be allowed
to actively take part in the activities of the department, pending
investigation. He has demanded that he should be given all the
documents related to the complaint and that they should be
given to him along with his statement and the CCTV footages.
He has also requested that he should be allowed to
cross-examine the three girls who have lodged the complaint
against him. He has also expressed the desire that he should be
allowed to cross-examine Kartik Bhatt who has been allegedly
going out of the way to help the three students. TNN

Prajapati seeks CCTV footage

Ahmedabad: Gujarat high
court on Tuesday sought a re-
ply within two weeks from
the Medical Council of India
(MCI) and another affidavit
from the GMERS Medical
College and Hospital at Val-
sad in response to a PIL. The
PIL has alleged that patients
and students have to function
in hazardous conditions at
the hospital running in an
under-construction build-
ing.

Govt promises probe into
land issue: The state govern-
ment has informed Gujarat
high court that it intended to
inquire into the allotment of
land to farmers displaced by
the Guhai irrigation project
in Sabarkantha in 1988. TNN

HC seeks fresh
reply from

Valsad college


