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G ujarat’s additional chief secre-
tary (finance) Hasmukh Adhia
has formally sought the Anan-
di Patel government’s nod to

go on a central deputation since he is
already empanelled as secretary in the
government of India. A 1981 batch IAS
officer of Gujarat cadre, Adhia does
not appear keen to be a chief secretary
in the state and instead wants to go on
central deputation to serve as secreta-
ry till his superannuation in 2018.

“We have received his application
seeking permission to go on deputa-
tion to the Centre. The chief minister
will decide whether to send his name
to Delhi for deputation or ask him to

continue working in state,” a senior
official told Mirror, claiming state is
facing shortage of senior bureaucrats.

Adhia's name was doing rounds for

Chief Secretary. S K Nanda is the se-
nior-most bureaucrat in the Anandi
Patel government but grapevine says
chief minister is not keen on appoint-

ing him. After incumbent chief secre-
tary Varesh Sinha’s tenure ends in Oc-
tober, D J Pandian and Adhia were
being discussed as possible chief secre-
taries of the state.

Sources say Adhia visited the prime

minister’s office about two minutes
ago and met Prime Minister Narendra
Modi about two weeks ago and report-
edly discussed a possible posting in
Delhi for himself. Adhia was Modi’s
principal secretary when the former
was the chief minister of Gujarat and is
considered close to the prime minis-
ter. Dr Adhia has a basic degree in Ac-
countancy. He, thereafter, studied at
IIM and later did a PhD in Yoga from
Swami Vivekanand Yoga University
in Bangalore. Adhia launched the now
famous Karmayogi Abhiyaan in Guja-
rat to enhance efficiency of bureau-
crats through the practice of Yoga
which became Modi's pet project. It is
believed that PM Modi would now like
to utilise Adhia's skill and efficiency in
‘rejuventating bureaucrats’ at the na-
tional level.

Hasmukh Adhia seeks deputation at Centre
Sources say the additional chief secretary (finance) met with the prime minister two weeks ago to discuss a possible posting in Delhi

Adhia was the front runner for the post of chief secretary in the state
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U nited Kingdom might be
considered one of the top
destinations for Indian stu-
dents seeking a foreign de-
gree. But the UK Law Minis-

ter Shailesh Vara, who was in the city
on Tuesday, was happy to announce
that the number of Indian students
in the country had gone down.
However, he was quick to clarify
that his happiness stemmed from
the fact that UK government’s deci-
sion to close down 750 bogus colleg-
es has saved several students from
investing in fake degrees. 

While interacting with students
at Gujarat National Law University,
he said, “The number of Indian stu-
dents in the UK has definitely gone
down after several bogus universi-
ties were shut down. But we think
that is a good sign as this means that
many less students were victims of
the bogus college racket. There is a
decrease in the number of Indian
students in Australia and the US. But
at least in UK, the decrease is because
we closed down bogus colleges.
When as many as 750 colleges are
shut, the number of students is
bound to go down. This will benefit
the future students who will get
quality education.”

In his 45-minute interaction
with the students, Vara expressed
hope that more Indian students will
choose to study in the UK. He said,
“There is no cap on the number of

ly.” Responding to Patel’s question
of opening Indian legal system to
overseas lawyers, Vara said, “The
move will not only bring foreign in-
vestment to India but also increase
employment for people in India.
Like it has worked in other areas,
why not in legal area? By opening
our legal system for overseas players
in the UK, we have attracted best le-
gal experts. Now, UK is known as
centre for excellence. If India opens
legal service for overseas experts,
best lawyers will come to India, ef-
fectively creating a centre of excel-
lence in legal service here too. It will
bring clients and firms to India as it
brings not only money but overseas
firms will employ Indian lawyers.” 

foreign students who can study in
the UK. All that is needed is that they
meet the eligibility criteria.” 

During interaction with director
of GNLU Dr Bimal Patel, Vara also
explored opportunity for tie-ups
with UK-based varsities. Patel, how-
ever, is believed to have conveyed to
Vara that GNLU will be interested in
the tie-up if it is “level-playing field”
for both sides. Patel said, “The UK
government should go easy on tui-
tion fee for Indian students if they
take up higher education in UK, be it
legal education or others.”

Vara also spoke about the recent
controversy regarding the judicial
appointments in India. He said, “UK
has an independent judiciary and
makes appointments independent-
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UK Law Minister Shailesh Vara claimed the decision will only improve quality
of education in UK colleges and benefit the students in the long run B ritish law minister Shailesh Va-

ra, who is in city to build on bi-
lateral ties between UK and In-
dia, was honoured with

Vishwa Gujarati Gaurav award by
Vishwa Gujarati Samaj (VGS) in a
function on Tuesday evening. Vara,
who is Britain’s first Gujarati-origin
minister, was born in Uganda to Guja-
rati parents. His ancestors are from Ra-
navav in Kutch. Though he moved to
Britain when he was four, that he takes
pride in his roots was evident from his
extempore speech in accented yet
chaste Gujarati.

“Vadilo, bhaiyo aney behno, bad-
haane maara Jai Shri Krishna,” he began
to a thundering applause from guests
including advocates and judges. Prais-
ing PM Narendra Modi, Vara said that
the world has set its eyes on India and
most importantly Gujarat because the
man who brought in development in
the state is now heading the country as
its prime minister. “The world is look-
ing upto Gujarat because of its entre-
preneurial spirit and sharp business
acumen,” he said.

Inviting lawyers and judges to the
law conference to be held in Britain
next year, he said, “The association be-
tween the two countries is very old. It is
by God’s grace that the ties have only
strengthened from time to time.”

Vara, who also holds a black belt in
taekwondo, spoke about his Gujarati
roots and entry into politics in his five-
minute speech. Educated at Aylesbury
Grammar School and Brunel Univer-
sity, Vara qualified as a solicitor. Vara
has been a senior legal adviser and
business consultant for London First,
and is vice-president of the Small Busi-
ness Bureau. In 2005 he entered poli-
tics after being elected Member of Par-

liament (MP) for North West
Cambridgeshire. He ended his speech
saying, “Usually politicians are
known to give long speeches, but not
all politicians are like that. Thank
you.” VGS President Krishnakant
Vakharia felicitated Vara with a shawl
and a memento. 

VGS General Secretary Vishnu
Pandya felicitated British Deputy
High Commissioner Kumar Iyer. Oth-
er dignitaries present on the occasion
included Gujarat High Court’s Justice
GR Udhwani, Justice M R Shah, Justice
K S Jhaveri, Advocate General Kamal
Trivedi and Gujarat Vidyapeeth Vice
Chancellor Sudarshan Iyengar.
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UK Law Minister Vara (L) and GNLU director Dr Bimal Patel (R) discussed tie-up
between UK varsities and GNLU. Patel insisted the playing field should be level

The association 
between the two countries
is very old. It is by God’s
grace that the ties have
only strengthened from
time to time 

UK LAW MINISTER SHAILESH VARA

Vara applauded the entrepreneurial
spirit and business acumen of Gujaratis
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