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Shamiana dinner for Modi-Xi 
After That, The Two Leaders Will Take A Walk In The Park On The Sabarmati Riverfront

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

A
large white shamiana (tent) 
has been erected in the mid-
dle of  the Riverfront Park 
located right opposite the 

Sabarmati Ashram on the river’s 
eastern bank. The tent will host Chi-
nese president Xi Jinping and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi when they 
come for a visit on September 17. 
The high-profile dinner, which is 
expected to last for more than 90 
minutes, will be followed by a walk 
that the two leaders would take in 
park. Officials close to the ongoing 
arrangements claim that apart from 
diplomatic discussions, Modi will 
also discuss the riverfront project 
and its business potential.

On Friday, India’s foreign secre-
tary Sujatha Singh, along with some 
Chinese officials and principal sec-
retary GAD, K Srinivas, took a de-
tailed tour of  the Riverfront Park, 
including the short route that the 

two leaders would take for an after-
dinner walk.

“Just when Modi and Xi are tak-
ing a stroll in the park, they can 
watch the Sabarmati Ashram in a lit 

up backdrop on the west bank. The 
leaders also plan to walk a short 
distance on the lower promenade 
of  the riverfront, though this is 
not yet confirmed. We are also 

trying to install a huge fountain 
right in the middle of  the river. By 
Sunday, the light-
ing of  the river-
f r o n t  p a r k , 
Ashram and the 
fountain would 
be completed,” 
said a senior of-
ficial of  the 
state gover n-
ment. State gov-
ernment officials 
have also handed 
over a detailed 
presentation on 
the riverfront 
project to the dip-
lomatic team 
camping in 
the city.

Xi to visit Hriday 
Kunj at Ashram
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Chinese pres-
ident Xi Jinping will spend 
around 20 minutes at Sabar-
mati Ashram during his 
visit on September 17. The 
ashram is being spruced up 
for his visit, so much so that 
even the moss on the stones 
lining the plantations in the 
ashram is being scraped off !

Authorities at the Sabar-
mati Ashram said Xi will 
visit Hriday Kunj where Gan-
dhi used to stay. 

A chair and table has been 
placed for the Chinese leader 
to sign his presence as a visi-
tor. 

“The Chinese president 
will put his signature in the 
visitor’s book. He will then 
be given a demonstration of  

how a charkha is spun and 
told about its importance in
India’s freedom struggle,”
said an ashram official.

The authorities further 
said that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi is expected to
join Xi in the Prarthana Sab-
ha and talk to him about Gan-
dhi and completion of  100
years of  the Mahatma’s ar-
rival in Ahmedabad from
South Africa. 

“An extra five minutes 
would be granted if  the PM
wishes to have an elaborate 
conversation on Gandhi 
with the visiting leader.”

Officials said that while 
there is no formal announce-
ment to this effect, the 
Ashram will be out of  bounds
to visitors from Tuesday on-
wards. 

 Install CCTV cameras: CP

The city police chief has ordered all 
hotels that have three star and 

above grading to install metal 
detectors and security apparatus. 
Moreover, Jha has even stated about 
the need of CCTV cameras on petrol 
pumps and highway hotels. He has 
also asked restaurants which have 
sitting arrangements for more than 10 
people to install CCTV cameras as 
terror threat looms large on the city.

 Software to help deployment

The city police has installed a 
special software which will help 

them in fast deployment of forces in 
case of any emergency. “We just have 
to open the software and shift the 
cursor to the place where the team 
has to be shifted. The control room 
will immediately get the printout of 
the order. They will then issue the 
transfer order,” said an official.

 Bomb squads from other 
districts arrive in city

Personnel of Bomb Detection and 
Disposal Squad (BDDS) from 

other districts will be on duty in the 
city as part of elaborate security 
measures for Chinese President Xi 
Jinping’s visit. The teams will be 
deployed on the routes to be used 
by the high-profile delegations from 
both the countries, and at the 
places to be visited by them. A 
senior state police official said that 
the team of Ahmedabad BDDS 
would be deployed at strategic 
locations. They would be assisted 
by various other personnel trained 
in detection and disposal.

Ahmedabad: Ahead of  Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s visit to the city, a team of  Special Protec-
tion Group (SPG) arrived in the city on Friday 
morning. “The SPG will also be part of  security 
arrangements made for Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping’s Ahmedabad visit scheduled on September 
17,” said senior police officials.

The SPG team is led by a DIG-rank officer. “The 
SPG team visited the hotel where Xi will put up, 
Gandhi Ashram and the Sabarmati Riverfront 
where Prime Minister Modi and Chinese President 
Xi are scheduled to go,” said police officials. An 
elite security force from China is already camping 
in the city.

On Friday evening, crime branch officials, along 
with city cops, conducted a drill at the hotel where 

Xi will check in with his entourage. Police sources 
said three people moving suspiciously in the hotel 
premises were picked up for questioning.

“The Anti-Terrorist Squad (ATS) has formed 24 
teams which will conduct anti-sabotage operations 
for three days in the hotel and on September 17. The 
teams will be under the command of  city police for 
the period,” said senior police officials.

Earlier in the day, ministry of  external affairs 
(MEA) officials, along with director general of  po-
lice P C Thakur and city police commissioner Shiv-
anand Jha, visited the hotel and monitored the 
security arrangements there.

As part of  the security arrangements, the city 
police on Friday searched certain hotels, guest-
houses and a few private premises in sensitive ar-
eas of  the city. “We have even informed the manage-
ments of  certain hotels not to book new customers 
till September 17,” said police sources.

SPG team arrives to ensure foolproof security

‘India keen to discuss border issue’
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Ahead of  China president 
Xi Jinping’s first visit to India next week, 
the Indian government on Friday said 
that it is expected to discuss ways to ease 
border tensions with Beijing.

“Chinese president’s visit will be dawn 
of  a new era in bilateral relations... The 
BJP-ruled government at the Centre is ex-
pected to discuss border disputes with Xi 
Jinping,” said minister of  state for external 
affairs, general (retd) V K Singh here on 
Friday. The former Army chief  was in the 
city to participate in a conference ‘India’s 
Foreign Relations - Southeast Asia and the 
Indian Ocean: Strengthening the Political, 

Economic, Security and Cultural Pros-
pects’, organized at Gujarat National Law 
University.

Xi is expected to arrive in In-
dia on a three-day visit from 
September 17. Singh, also min-
ister of  state for development 
of  north-eastern region, said 
that India desires to maintain 
peace at the border and the two 
neighbours should work at 
resolving their border 
disputes. “Just by blind-
ly saying that I am the 
owner of  your shirt, 
it’ll not become mine. 
Similarly, let our 

neighbours keep staking claim to India’s 
land... What is ours, will remain ours. 

To solve the issue, they (China) need to 
come to the discussion table,” Singh 

told mediapersons.
India asserts that the border dis-

pute covers nearly 4,057-km long line 
of  actual control, while China claims 
that it is confined to about 2,000 km 

to the area of  Arunachal 
Pradesh, which it refers to 

as Southern Tibet. Last 
year, tension escalat-

ed when Chinese 
troops crossed over 
into the Ladakh 
region.
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Ahmedabad: When Chinese President Xi 
Jinping visits Gujarat as part of  his first 
trip to India next week, representatives 
from China will scout for land to set up an 
industrial park in the state.

Gujarat has become a favoured desti-
nation for industrial investments after 
the then chief  minister Narendra Modi’s 
visit to China in 2011. Now, the neigh-
bouring country is planning to set up an 
industrial park in the state. During Xi’s 
trip, China is expected to announce USD 
5 billion investment in setting up two 
industrial parks in Gujarat and Mahar-
ashtra.

Chinese companies are interested in 
investing in sectors like automotive, 
electronics, agro-processing, tourism 
and manufacturing. According to sourc-

es, an investor delegation of  20 members 
from Zhejiang had visited Gujarat ear-
lier this year and shortlisted three loca-
tions for setting up a China township and 
industrial park at Sachana, Dalsana and 
Jakhwada. Sources added that their del-
egation will soon meet the Gujarat gov-
ernment for finalisation of  land.

In June, the ambassador of  China, 
Wei Wei, paid a courtesy visit to Gujarat 
chief  minister Anandiben Patel to 
strengthen the ties between India and 
China and to scout for fresh investment 
opportunities in the state. His visit co-
incided with the approval of  China-India 
industrial park investment by the Indian 
Cabinet.

China mulls industrial parks in state

The shamiana erected in the Riverfront Park for Modi-Xi talks

Baggage scanner stationed at Gandhi Ashram

Sujatha Singh (in green sari) reviews preparations
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Ahmedabad: The judicial ma-
gistrate who recorded state-
ments of two eyewitnesses in
the BMW hit-and-run case, M
R Shukla said that she had no

idea about the
2009 amend-
ment in Sec-
tion 164 of
CrPC by which
statements can
be videotaped.

Vismay Shahis being tried for
the incident in which two
youths were killed in Vastra-
pur on February 25 last year.

Under provisions of Sec-
tion 164 of CrPC, judicial ma-
gistrate records statements of
witnesses and confessions.
These statements are treated
as a piece of evidence. 

On March 21 last year, addi-
tional chief judicial magist-

rate Shukla recorded state-
ments of Lalit Gupta and
Dinesh Chaudhary, who re-
vealed in their statements that
the car driver came out of the
vehicle and said, “Sorry…sor-
ry” to them immediately after
the accident and then fled from
the spot. She deposed before
the court that when the duo
came to make voluntary state-
ments on March 15, she had ex-
plained the situation to them
and then recorded the state-
ments on March 21.

Both the witnesses later
turned hostile during the trial
and refused to identify Vismay
before the court. 

During her cross-examin-
ation before the sessions court
that tries Vismay Shah in this
case, the judicial magistrate
was questioned on the certifi-
cate attached with the state-
ments. The defence lawyer Mi-

tesh Amin questioned her on
how two statements – by Gupta
and Chaudhary – bore only one
certificate, that of Gupta’s.

The magistrate said it was
a mistake in copying and past-
ing that first line in Chaud-
hary’s certificate mentions
Gupta’s name.

The defence lawyer ques-
tioned the judicial officer fur-
ther on the certificates, which
are attached with the state-
ments, which maintain that if
witnesses do not reproduce it
before the court, they are liable
to be prosecuted. She said, “It
is true that such instruction in
as many words is not men-
tioned in Section 164 of CrPC.”
The defence also questioned
her on a signature she put on
the note written on March 15
and not on March 21. She re-
plied that both the papers were
put together before her.

Judicial officer deposes
in BMW hit-and-run case
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Ahmedabad: The Gujarat
Technological University
(GTU) has decided that it
would give marksheets to
first year students of eight
autonomous engineering
colleges but would mention
that their examination was
not conducted by the GTU.

The GTU
and the eight
autonomous
colleges had
been at loggerheads over the
curriculum followed in
these institutions.

The GTU has now written
to these colleges to start ad-
hering to the course curricu-
lum prepared by the univer-
sity. 

The reason for this direc-
tive is that these engineer-
ing colleges have designed
their own syllabus.

Owing to the impasse, the
students had not got their
marksheets of the first year
exams which were conduct-
ed by their autonomous en-
gineering colleges. 

GTU officials refused to
give the students’ marksheet
since the institutes do not
follow the syllabus pre-
scribed by the university. 

GTU offi-
cials said that
these colleg-
es have now

started following their syl-
labus and hence from next
year, examinations will be
conducted by the GTU.

GTU officials have also
directed the engineering
colleges to submit their
time-table and attendance
records. Since 2013, GTU and
the engineering colleges
have been at loggerheads
over the issue.

TIMES NEWS NETWORK
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GTU disclaimer a
warning to 8 colleges

Ahmedabad: A senior police
officer and an inspector
lodged in Palanpur jail in the
Tulsi Prajapati fake encoun-
ter case came to blows after a
discussion over retired IPS of-
ficer DG Vanzara getting bail
in the Sohrabuddin Sheikh
encounter case. Sources said
the incident occurred on
Thursday night. 

Jail authorities, however,
are tightlipped about the inci-
dent and are saying that it was
not a serious fight but a minor
scuffle between the two police-
men. Sources said the two
cops are accused in the Tulsi
Prajapati fake encounter case
and were lodged in the same
barrack in Palanpur jail. “Af-
ter the scuffle, the two were
shifted to different barracks,”
said a source.

Sources in the jail said that
during the discussion on Van-
zara getting bail, the inspec-
tor told the senior officer that
instead of only senior officers
getting bail, junior cops
should also be allowed to filed
bail applications. 

“At this, the senior officer

shouted at the inspector who
reacted equally sharply. This
resulted in a scuffle between
the two. Earlier, the senior of-
ficer’s bail application had
been rejected twice. Jail au-
thorities immediately inter-
vened to separate the two. The
two policemen are lodged in
jail for the last four years,”
said a source. 

CID (crime), which was in-
vestigating the Tulsi Prajapa-
ti fake encounter case before it
was handed over to the CBI in
2010, had first arrested the se-
nior officer. 

“Later, five policemen of
Banaskantha SOG and three
from Rajasthan police who
were allegedly involved in the
encounter were also arrest-
ed,” said a source in the police. 
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Scuffle followed discussion over 
D G Vanzara getting bail

TOI

Encounter cops
come to blows in jail

Ahmedabad: Gujarat Sec-
ondary and Higher Second-
ary Education Board
(GSHSEB) has declared
schedules for class XI and
class XII semester I and se-
mester III science examin-
ations.

The examinations for
semester I of class XI and
semester III of class XII
will begin from October 13.

On day one, non-En-
glish-medium students of
semester I will appear for
first language examin-
ation and the English-me-

dium students for Gujarati
or Hindi. Mathematics ex-
amination will be held
next, followed by biology
on October 15. English
main and second language
examinations are sched-
uled for October 16. The
students will appear for
physics exam on October 17
and for chemistry on Octo-
ber 18.

On October 13, for third
semester students, it would
be chemistry followed by
biology on October 14. On
October 15, maths exam
will be held followed by
physics on October 16.

Class XI, XII Sc exams from Oct 13
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Gujarat Uni-
versity vice-chancellor M N
Patel has said that he would
take action against the dean
of science faculty Nisha
Shah, who has been held
guilty of admitting student’s
by violating rules in the PhD
programme.

The committee had stated
that Shah has been indicted
for favoritism in the final re-

port. The university has also
removed Shah of all work as
the head of science faculty.
Shah will also be out of the
academic council too, as she
has been its member as the
head of science faculty.

The student’s wing of
both the political parties
staged protest against Shah
at the campus and demanded
action. TNN

Varsity will take action
against dean: GU VC Gandhinagar: Chief minis-

ter Anandiben Patel on Friday
launched an e-teacher applica-
tion for android-based cell-
phones and a website to pro-
vide quality education to the
children of tribal populace.
The app will help the children
join the mainstream of socie-
ty. She also opened the newly
constructed ‘Taluka Seva Sa-
dan’, built at a cost of Rs 19
crore, at Khedbrahma in Sa-
barkantha district. TNN

CM launches
e-teacher app

Dak Adalat:
Postmaster
general will
organize a ‘Dak
Adalat’ on
September 30
at Khanpur.
People can
submit their
complaints
before
assistant
director postal
service before
September 22.

Ahmedabad:The women cell
probing the obscene letter case
of Gujarat University on
Thursday arrested a relative of
professor Sarman Zala, Samat
Bhatu of Jamnagar for
threatening the lady professors
to whom the letters were
addressed. Women cell officials
said Bhatu’s name had come to
light during the interrogation of
another professor of Gujarat
University who had gone to the
lady professor’s house to
threaten them not to go ahead
with the complaint. TNN

Zala’s kin arrested


