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SURAT, SEPTEMBER 12

UNDERWORLD gangster
Montu, close aide of don
Babloo Srivastava, has been
arrested again by Surat po-
lice in connection with the al-
leged threat call made to
Afroz Fatta. He was pro-
duced in court and has been
remanded to four-day cus-
tody of Rander police.

Montu alias Visheshwar
Mishra, a resident of Varanasi
in UP, was arrested by Surat
crime branch earlier for at-
tempting to murder real estate
businessman Amjad Dalal at
Adajan area in Surat. He was
later sent to judicial custody at
Surat district central jail at La-
jpore. Rander police took cus-
tody of Montu from Surat dis-
trict Central Jail on Thursday
for his alleged involvement in
making threat call to hawala
operator Afroz Fatta. He was
produced before Surat district
court to obtain five-day re-
mand on Thursday. 
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AHMEDABAD, SEPT 12

P
RIME Minister Naren-
dra Modi will celebrate
his birthday in style by

having dinner with Chinese
President Xi Jinping in the
Sabarmati riverfront gardens
on September 17 evening. 

Jinping’s visit will see
some 120 business delegates
which include Indian indus-
try captains invited by the Gu-
jarat government for a high-
level meeting at The Hyatt
where he will be putting up.
These are businessmen with
roots and interests in Gujarat,
like Mukesh Ambani, Anil
Ambani, Cyrus Mistry, Gau-
tam Adani and Azim Premji.

“Chinese President will
be accompanied by top busi-
nessmen from his country.
The industry honchos from
our country will also be pres-
ent to sign MoUs,” said a
Cabinet minister. “We have
invited top corporate leaders
who have significant business
interest in Gujarat,” he fur-
ther added.

Apart from setting up an
industrial park in Sanand,
with involvement of China
Development Bank, three big
MoUs, including one with
Guangdong province, will be
signed for bilateral develop-
ment in industry, business, en-

ergy development, water re-
sources management, envi-
ronment conservation and
cultural ties. And the MoU
between Guangzhou and
Ahmedabad city will target
development of the two cities
as sister-cities.

The Ahmedabad Munic-
ipal Corporation (AMC) will
design and install special
hoardings welcoming the
Chinese delegation in Man-
darin with Jinping’s picture.
“City of Ahmedabad wel-
comes his excellency Presi-
dent of People’s Republic of
China” — is the content sent
for final approval to be in-
cluded in the hoardings that
will be put up across the route
starting from the Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel International
airport till The Hyatt and on

the roads leading to the
Sabarmati riverfront,” said a
senior AMC official.

The AMC is building a
special dome near the Lotus
Pond on the Sabarmati river-
front garden under Subhash
bridge for the dinner. “We do
not have anything concrete yet
regarding the Chinese Presi-
dent’s visit. We have not re-
ceived any formal instructions
from either the state or Union
government,” stated a senior
official from The Hyatt, un-
usually abuzz with activity with
policemen and officials from
the state government moving
in and out of the hotel.

Meanwhile, authorities
of the AlphaOne Mall, lo-
cated adjacent to the hotel,
said that the state govern-
ment is assessing the 1,500

staff members (most of them
are locals), and the 200 retail-
ers who are operating at the
mall. “Though we are yet to
get any official directives, we
are ready to shut the mall for a
day or so as per the require-
ments of the security,” said
Prodipta Sen, executive direc-
tor, marketing, Alpha G.
Corp, which owns the mall
and the property of the hotel.

“We have about 160 odd
CCTV cameras in the cam-
pus monitoring visitors’
movement. These include the
infrared cameras most of
which are meant for surveil-
lance outside the mall,” said
Sen about the mall which, on
an average, sees 30,000 visi-
tors on a weekday.

The AMC is in communi-
cation with the Chinese del-
egates who arrived from
Delhi on Thursday at the ho-
tel in Vastrapur. Since this in-
volves an international pro-
tocol, approval is sought for
both photographs to be used
as well as content from the
delegates of the Chinese em-
bassy. “Apart from approval,
the delegates are helping us
as we don’t know Chinese
language,” the official said.

Flags and banners will be
put up on the 132-foot Ring
Road, from airport to the
Blind People’s Association
(BPA) to The Hyatt.

PM’s birthday plan: Dinner 
with Xi in riverfront gardens

NARENDRA MODI

CHINESE PRESIDENT
will be accompanied
by top businessmen
from his country. The
industry honchos 
from India like 
Mukesh Ambani, Anil
Ambani, Cyrus Mistry,
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SEPTEMBER 12

CHINA needs to come to the
discussion table to resolve the
long-standing border dispute
on Arunachal Pradesh, Minis-
ter of State (MoS) for External
Affairs V K Singh said on Fri-
day. “We are having a border
dispute with China about
Arunachal Pradesh. It doesn’t
become their (China's) region
by merely putting claim on it
(AP). To solve the issue, they
(China) need to come to the
discussion table. India and
China may discuss this issue in
the upcoming meeting (be-
tween Chinese President Xi
Jinping, who is scheduled to
meet Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at Ahmedabad on Sep-
tember 17), Singh told re-
porters here.

Just days before the im-
pending visit of PM Narendra
Modi and Chinese President
Xi Jinping to Gujarat, Gen.
(Retd) Singh, the Union Minis-
ter in charge of North East Re-

gion, also held an informal
grievance “redressal meet” of
people hailing from the six
states of Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh, Nagaland, Mizoram,
Tripura and Manipur, who are
based in Gujarat, on Friday.
Singh met close to 50 members
of the North-Eastern commu-
nity, including students, pro-
fessionals and homemakers 
in the lobby of the Gujarat Na-
tional Law University’s guest
facility, which was not open to
the media. 

Outlining his vision for the
N-E states, the Minister, dur-
ing his opening remarks, prom-
ised 2,000 MW of power via
clean energy to the six states of
North East by way of rural elec-
trification, an AIIMS-like in-
stitution, skill development
centres and speedy road and
infrastructure development.  

“Things will take time, you
have to trust us. In six states,
clean energy will be harnessed
which is not dependent on coal
or gas but will be based on solar
power. Rainwater harvesting
measures will also be initiated.

There is a World Bank funded
Rural Livelihood Mission
which is dormant now but we
plan to make it work soon,” he
told the students.

The Minister was in Gand-
hinagar to flag off GNLU’s
two-day “India’s Foreign Re-
lations - Southeast Asia and the
Indian Ocean: Strengthening
the Political, Economic, Secu-
rity and Cultural Prospects”
where he was Chief Guest, be-
fore he met with members of
the NE community. He was ac-
companied by Sunil Deodhar,
the Poll Manager for Narendra
Modi’s Varanasi campaign,
Sunil Trivedi, who is part of
BJP’s state election manage-
ment wing and Rajendra Singh
Chandel, the national co-con-
venor of BJP North East cell. 

Speaking at the confer-
ence, Singh outlined issues of
illegal trafficking of drugs,
people, illegal fishing into In-
dian waters, illegal survey of
Indian areas in a bid to start
mining operations as issues
that were being addressed by
the new government’s

“proactive foreign policy”. “A
new separate hostel for peo-
ple of the North Eastern re-
gion will be started at Jawa-
harlal Nehru University soon,
which will be extended to all
other metros,” he said.

Outlining the meet as one
to address grievances, Singh
took questions from more
than eight people in the meet-
ing. Sunep C Jamir, a young-
ster from Nagaland, said,
“Firstly, sensitise people of
law-enforcement agencies
about North Eastern states,
who don’t even know where
Nagaland and Arunachal
Pradesh are located as  many
think they belong to China or
Nepal. Also, there are pre-
conceived notions about our
culture Just because I wear a
different dress, don’t treat me
differently... No one wants to
be an entrepreneur in Naga-
land, but everyone wants to
get into rural government
jobs because they can 
earn a lot of money through
corrupt means.” 

With PTI inputs

China needs to come to table 
on border dispute: V K Singh

In Gandhinagar, holds ‘grievance redressal meet’ for NE community in state
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AHMEDABAD, SEPT 12

THE GUJARAT Pradesh
Congress Committee (GPCC)
is likely to get a new president
after September 16 when the
results of the bypolls for nine
Assembly seats and Vadodara
Lok Sabha seat will be out.

Sources in the party said
that the former UPA minister
and senior party leader
Bharatsinh Solanki is likely to
be appointed the next presi-
dent of the state unit.

According to sources, the
names of former state party
president Siddharth Patel and
former minister Tushar Chaud-
hary were also in the list of
probables for the top job of the
party, but the high command
reportedly gave its consent for
Solanki. Sources said that his
name was cleared for two rea-
sons: His loyalty to the party
and his performance as party
chief for two years between
2005 and 2007. Sources said
that the party was in extremely

bad shape after 2002 and its in-
frastructure from district to
taluka level had badly crum-
bled. But Solanki, after taking
over the assignment, played a
crucial role in rejuvenating the
party at the grassroots level.
Though the party had not been
able to regain power in 2007
Assembly elections under his
leadership, but the electoral
performance of the party had
improved. Solanki is also con-
sidered to be quite aggressive.

Solanki, when ap-
proached, said, “The issue of
change of leadership is in dis-

cussion for more than a year,
particularly after December
2012 Assembly elections. I was
also asked if I am ready to take
over the charge...But it was
about a year ago,” he stated.

Former state party chief
Siddharth Patel said, “The
change of the party president
was in discussion for quite
some time. I had also been ap-
proached for my views. But I
have no idea who is being con-
sidered and when the change
will take place.” Existing party
president Arjun Modhwadia,
when asked about the issue,
said, “I am listening about the
appointment of a new presi-
dent through media only. I
have no official information.”

Modhwadia had taken
over the reigns of the party on
March 2, 2011, from Siddharth
Patel. But he had offered to
step down after the party’s de-
bacle in December 2012 As-
sembly polls, taking responsi-
bility for the defeat. However,
the party high command re-
jected his resignation. 

Cong likely to get new state
chief after bypolls results

Party sources said senior
leader Bharatsinh Solanki
was likely to be appointed
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On his first visit as PM, Modi to
launch state govt’s 12 schemes  

HIRAL DAVE

GANDHINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 12

NARENDRA Modi, during his first
ever Gujarat trip as Prime Minister, will
be formally launching 12 ambitious
schemes, including distribution of
tablets to tribal students, announced in
chief minister Anandiben Patel’s
maiden Budget for the financial year
2014-2015. 

The former Gujarat CM , whose
visit to the state will coincide with the
visit of  Chinese President Xi Jinping
to Gujarat, will launch the  schemes at
Mahatma Mandir in Gandhinagar on
the morning of September 17. Later in
the day, he will receive Jinping at
Ahmedabad airport for a day-long tour,
which also includes signing of MoUs of
industrial park as well as twin cities be-
tween Gujarat and China. Modi would
arrive a day earlier.

On September 16, when the results to
the by-elections will be announced, Modi
will address a BJP karyakarta samme-
lan. The Gujarat BJP has planned a
grand reception for Modi, who had been
the chief minister since 2001.

“The PM will be launching schemes
that aim to make students and citizens
independent and provide employment
opportunities. There are total 12 such
schemes. All of them were part of the
Budget presented by the Patel govern-
ment for the financial year 2014-2015,”
said a Cabinet minister. Patel has hailed

it as first-ever “gender budget” with 72
schemes aiming at welfare and empow-
erment of women.

The government officers added
that these schemes touch upon a wide
range of areas from women empower-
ment to strengthening small and
medium scale industries to education
facilities and loans.

“The schemes outline was provided in
the Budget. But now we are ready with
concrete plans. And they will be launched
by the Prime Minister,’’ said an official
from the Chief Minister’s Office. 

Top on the list is the distribution of
tablets to tribal students from science
stream with 70 per cent in higher sec-
ondary exam. It was the first Budget that
made provisions for tablets for any stu-
dents. Besides, Mukhya Mantri Mahila
Pashupalan Protsahan Yojana (CM
women animal husbandry scheme). The
objective of this scheme is to double the
number of milk producing co-operative
societies operated by women. A com-
prehensive package for the financial aid
to such societies is also in the pipeline.
Another top cabinet minister main-
tained that while final details were being
chalked out, the PM is likely to give
away benefits
like loan certifi-
cates and schol-
arships too.

The govern-
ment sources
said that they are

finalising details on what all schemes
can be launched by the Prime Minister.
Various departments, including educa-
tion, child and women’s welfare, ST de-
velopment, have been in the process to
chalk out final details. 

Schemes include distribution of tablets to
tribal students announced in the Budget
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The industry honchos from
our country will also be pres-
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Cabinet minister. “We have
invited top corporate leaders
who have significant business
interest in Gujarat,” he fur-
ther added.

Apart from setting up an
industrial park in Sanand,
with involvement of China
Development Bank, three big
MoUs, including one with
Guangdong province, will be
signed for bilateral develop-
ment in industry, business, en-

ergy development, water re-
sources management, envi-
ronment conservation and
cultural ties. And the MoU
between Guangzhou and
Ahmedabad city will target
development of the two cities
as sister-cities.

The Ahmedabad Munic-
ipal Corporation (AMC) will
design and install special
hoardings welcoming the
Chinese delegation in Man-
darin with Jinping’s picture.
“City of Ahmedabad wel-
comes his excellency Presi-
dent of People’s Republic of
China” — is the content sent
for final approval to be in-
cluded in the hoardings that
will be put up across the route
starting from the Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel International
airport till The Hyatt and on

the roads leading to the
Sabarmati riverfront,” said a
senior AMC official.

The AMC is building a
special dome near the Lotus
Pond on the Sabarmati river-
front garden under Subhash
bridge for the dinner. “We do
not have anything concrete yet
regarding the Chinese Presi-
dent’s visit. We have not re-
ceived any formal instructions
from either the state or Union
government,” stated a senior
official from The Hyatt, un-
usually abuzz with activity with
policemen and officials from
the state government moving
in and out of the hotel.

Meanwhile, authorities
of the AlphaOne Mall, lo-
cated adjacent to the hotel,
said that the state govern-
ment is assessing the 1,500

staff members (most of them
are locals), and the 200 retail-
ers who are operating at the
mall. “Though we are yet to
get any official directives, we
are ready to shut the mall for a
day or so as per the require-
ments of the security,” said
Prodipta Sen, executive direc-
tor, marketing, Alpha G.
Corp, which owns the mall
and the property of the hotel.

“We have about 160 odd
CCTV cameras in the cam-
pus monitoring visitors’
movement. These include the
infrared cameras most of
which are meant for surveil-
lance outside the mall,” said
Sen about the mall which, on
an average, sees 30,000 visi-
tors on a weekday.

The AMC is in communi-
cation with the Chinese del-
egates who arrived from
Delhi on Thursday at the ho-
tel in Vastrapur. Since this in-
volves an international pro-
tocol, approval is sought for
both photographs to be used
as well as content from the
delegates of the Chinese em-
bassy. “Apart from approval,
the delegates are helping us
as we don’t know Chinese
language,” the official said.

Flags and banners will be
put up on the 132-foot Ring
Road, from airport to the
Blind People’s Association
(BPA) to The Hyatt.
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grievance “redressal meet” of
people hailing from the six
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based in Gujarat, on Friday.
Singh met close to 50 members
of the North-Eastern commu-
nity, including students, pro-
fessionals and homemakers 
in the lobby of the Gujarat Na-
tional Law University’s guest
facility, which was not open to
the media. 

Outlining his vision for the
N-E states, the Minister, dur-
ing his opening remarks, prom-
ised 2,000 MW of power via
clean energy to the six states of
North East by way of rural elec-
trification, an AIIMS-like in-
stitution, skill development
centres and speedy road and
infrastructure development.  

“Things will take time, you
have to trust us. In six states,
clean energy will be harnessed
which is not dependent on coal
or gas but will be based on solar
power. Rainwater harvesting
measures will also be initiated.

There is a World Bank funded
Rural Livelihood Mission
which is dormant now but we
plan to make it work soon,” he
told the students.

The Minister was in Gand-
hinagar to flag off GNLU’s
two-day “India’s Foreign Re-
lations - Southeast Asia and the
Indian Ocean: Strengthening
the Political, Economic, Secu-
rity and Cultural Prospects”
where he was Chief Guest, be-
fore he met with members of
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companied by Sunil Deodhar,
the Poll Manager for Narendra
Modi’s Varanasi campaign,
Sunil Trivedi, who is part of
BJP’s state election manage-
ment wing and Rajendra Singh
Chandel, the national co-con-
venor of BJP North East cell. 

Speaking at the confer-
ence, Singh outlined issues of
illegal trafficking of drugs,
people, illegal fishing into In-
dian waters, illegal survey of
Indian areas in a bid to start
mining operations as issues
that were being addressed by
the new government’s

“proactive foreign policy”. “A
new separate hostel for peo-
ple of the North Eastern re-
gion will be started at Jawa-
harlal Nehru University soon,
which will be extended to all
other metros,” he said.

Outlining the meet as one
to address grievances, Singh
took questions from more
than eight people in the meet-
ing. Sunep C Jamir, a young-
ster from Nagaland, said,
“Firstly, sensitise people of
law-enforcement agencies
about North Eastern states,
who don’t even know where
Nagaland and Arunachal
Pradesh are located as  many
think they belong to China or
Nepal. Also, there are pre-
conceived notions about our
culture Just because I wear a
different dress, don’t treat me
differently... No one wants to
be an entrepreneur in Naga-
land, but everyone wants to
get into rural government
jobs because they can 
earn a lot of money through
corrupt means.” 

With PTI inputs
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THE GUJARAT Pradesh
Congress Committee (GPCC)
is likely to get a new president
after September 16 when the
results of the bypolls for nine
Assembly seats and Vadodara
Lok Sabha seat will be out.

Sources in the party said
that the former UPA minister
and senior party leader
Bharatsinh Solanki is likely to
be appointed the next presi-
dent of the state unit.

According to sources, the
names of former state party
president Siddharth Patel and
former minister Tushar Chaud-
hary were also in the list of
probables for the top job of the
party, but the high command
reportedly gave its consent for
Solanki. Sources said that his
name was cleared for two rea-
sons: His loyalty to the party
and his performance as party
chief for two years between
2005 and 2007. Sources said
that the party was in extremely

bad shape after 2002 and its in-
frastructure from district to
taluka level had badly crum-
bled. But Solanki, after taking
over the assignment, played a
crucial role in rejuvenating the
party at the grassroots level.
Though the party had not been
able to regain power in 2007
Assembly elections under his
leadership, but the electoral
performance of the party had
improved. Solanki is also con-
sidered to be quite aggressive.

Solanki, when ap-
proached, said, “The issue of
change of leadership is in dis-

cussion for more than a year,
particularly after December
2012 Assembly elections. I was
also asked if I am ready to take
over the charge...But it was
about a year ago,” he stated.

Former state party chief
Siddharth Patel said, “The
change of the party president
was in discussion for quite
some time. I had also been ap-
proached for my views. But I
have no idea who is being con-
sidered and when the change
will take place.” Existing party
president Arjun Modhwadia,
when asked about the issue,
said, “I am listening about the
appointment of a new presi-
dent through media only. I
have no official information.”

Modhwadia had taken
over the reigns of the party on
March 2, 2011, from Siddharth
Patel. But he had offered to
step down after the party’s de-
bacle in December 2012 As-
sembly polls, taking responsi-
bility for the defeat. However,
the party high command re-
jected his resignation. 

Cong likely to get new state
chief after bypolls results

Party sources said senior
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NARENDRA Modi, during his first
ever Gujarat trip as Prime Minister, will
be formally launching 12 ambitious
schemes, including distribution of
tablets to tribal students, announced in
chief minister Anandiben Patel’s
maiden Budget for the financial year
2014-2015. 

The former Gujarat CM , whose
visit to the state will coincide with the
visit of  Chinese President Xi Jinping
to Gujarat, will launch the  schemes at
Mahatma Mandir in Gandhinagar on
the morning of September 17. Later in
the day, he will receive Jinping at
Ahmedabad airport for a day-long tour,
which also includes signing of MoUs of
industrial park as well as twin cities be-
tween Gujarat and China. Modi would
arrive a day earlier.

On September 16, when the results to
the by-elections will be announced, Modi
will address a BJP karyakarta samme-
lan. The Gujarat BJP has planned a
grand reception for Modi, who had been
the chief minister since 2001.

“The PM will be launching schemes
that aim to make students and citizens
independent and provide employment
opportunities. There are total 12 such
schemes. All of them were part of the
Budget presented by the Patel govern-
ment for the financial year 2014-2015,”
said a Cabinet minister. Patel has hailed

it as first-ever “gender budget” with 72
schemes aiming at welfare and empow-
erment of women.

The government officers added
that these schemes touch upon a wide
range of areas from women empower-
ment to strengthening small and
medium scale industries to education
facilities and loans.

“The schemes outline was provided in
the Budget. But now we are ready with
concrete plans. And they will be launched
by the Prime Minister,’’ said an official
from the Chief Minister’s Office. 

Top on the list is the distribution of
tablets to tribal students from science
stream with 70 per cent in higher sec-
ondary exam. It was the first Budget that
made provisions for tablets for any stu-
dents. Besides, Mukhya Mantri Mahila
Pashupalan Protsahan Yojana (CM
women animal husbandry scheme). The
objective of this scheme is to double the
number of milk producing co-operative
societies operated by women. A com-
prehensive package for the financial aid
to such societies is also in the pipeline.
Another top cabinet minister main-
tained that while final details were being
chalked out, the PM is likely to give
away benefits
like loan certifi-
cates and schol-
arships too.

The govern-
ment sources
said that they are

finalising details on what all schemes
can be launched by the Prime Minister.
Various departments, including educa-
tion, child and women’s welfare, ST de-
velopment, have been in the process to
chalk out final details. 
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