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C ity civic body’s Cyclothon,
scheduled for Sunday, has
left Morari Bapu fans fuming.
Due to a cave-in near Vallabh
Sadan, the participating cy-

clists will now take the Sahitya Parish-
ad route where the kathakar’s pro-
gramme is scheduled around the same
time. AMC has declared that till the
last cyclist returns to Sabarmati river-
front, no other vehicle will be allowed
along the Cyclothon route, leaving
Bapu’s fans in a fix. While the katha is
scheduled to be held from 9.30 am to
1.30 pm, the Cyclothon will begin at
6.30 am and is expected to end around
11 am.

Usually, the Sahitya Parishad road
is not a part of the Cyclothon route.
However, due to a cave-in near Val-
labh Sadan, the cyclists have been
asked to take a detour via Sahitya Par-
ishad to connect to Ashram Road. 

It has been more than 10 days 
now since the cave-in, but the spot has
yet not been repaired. However, the
sponsors of Bapu’s event are hopeful
that the civic body will find an alterna-
tive solution. 

However, AMC officials are ada-
mant they will not allow any one ex-
cept the participants on the Cycloth-
on route. “Till all the cyclists return to

the finishing point, no other vehicle
will be allowed on the route. Once the
event is over, the barricades will be re-
moved,” said Devang Desai, deputy

municipal commissioner, publicity.
Pradip Joyser, who is hosting Bapu’s
katha is, however, hopeful. “It is true
that there is a cave-in at Vallabh Sa-

dan, but the AMC officials are trying to
find a solution to ensure both the
events are held at the scheduled time,”
he said. 

Morari Bapu’s Ram Katha is a char-
ity fund-raiser event for the Kidney
Hospital that expects to raise Rs 100
crore through the discourse. Donors
have already committed Rs 30 crore to
the hospital, sources said. CM Anandi-
ben Patel, Mayor Minakshiben Patel,
Dilipdasji Maharaj, Mahant of Jagan-
nathji temple and other leaders are ex-
pected to attend the event which will
begin on January 24. Thereafter, the
discourse will continue from January
25 to February 1 between 9.30 am 
and 1.30 pm.

It is Cyclothon vs Morari Bapu’s katha
Cyclists participating in the annual cyclothon scheduled on Sunday will take the Sahitya Parishad road where Morari Bapu’s katha is 
also scheduled around the same time. However, the corporation will not allow any other vehicle on the route during the cycling event

Due to a cave-in near Vallabh Sadan, cyclists have been asked to take a detour via Sahitya Parishad to connect to Ashram Road
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Till all cyclists return to
finishing point, no vehicle
will be allowed on the
route. Once event is over,
barricades will be removed 

DEVANG DESAI,
DYMC (PUBLICITY)

YEORIYA MANOLOPOULOU
TO LECTURE AT CEPT
Famous architect, educator and researcher
Yeoriya Manolopoulou is to lecture at GIDC
Bhawan in CEPT University on Wednesday.
Manolopoulou is to speak on architecture
of change, her research at Bartlett School
of Architecture in London and on the con-
cept of the changing trends in architecture.
The architect is the recipient of RIBA Nation-
al Award and the Stephen Lawrence Prize.
She has also authored a book Architectures
of Change. 

The lecture would serve as a part of a
series of lectures by noteworthy architects
from across India and the world, organised
by the faculty of architecture at the 
university. 

INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE AT GNLU
A two-day international conference on
“Best Practices: Medium and Small Scale
Chemical Industry Disaster Management
and Promotion of Safety and Security Legal
and Regulatory Standards” will take place
at GNLU on Thursday. Organisation for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 3, Indus-
trial Extension Bureau (INDEXtb), Gujarat
Institute of Disaster Management (GIDM)
and the Government of Gujarat have come
together to organize the event.

The Conference will serve as part of the
post-Vibrant Gujarat Summit, 2015. Minis-
ter for Chemicals and Petrochemicals, In-
dustry and Mines, Gujarat Saurabh Patel,
National Authority Chemical Weapons Con-
vention, Cabinet Secretariat, Gujarat Dr GS
Sandhu, Joint Secretary, Department of
Chemicals Dr Ajay Prasad and Head of In-
ternational Cooperation Brach, Orga-
nisation for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons, the Hague, the Netherlands 

Kumaresh Mishra are likely to be present at
the event.

NABARD SIGNS MOA WITH
IRMA T0 SET UP A CHAIR
NABARD Chief General Manager MV Ashok
signed a MoA with IRMA Director Jeemol
Unni to set up a chair at the institute. The
chair is aimed to encourage applied and
empirical research of high standard. The
decision to establish the chair comes in a
bid to promote agriculture and rural devel-
opment while broadening perceptions and
gaining insights into these areas.

LABDHI CASE ADJOURNED
TILL FEBRUARY 13
Additional Sessions Judge J P Chaudhary on
Monday scheduled the next hearing in
Labdhi Shah hit-and-run case for February
13. A source said, “The hearing against
Shah was to take place in the court on Mon-
day. However, Labdhi’s advocate informed
the court that she could not be present due
to illness. Accordingly, the court scheduled
the next date for February 13.”

Labdhi Shah of Pathik Society in Naran-
pura was returning home around 4.45 am
on January 1, 2012. Gaurav Rajyaguru was
exiting from Indraprastha Towers on his
bike at the same time, when Labdhi’s white
Alto car rammed his vehicle. 

The impact of the crash was so huge
that Gaurav and his bike flung in the air with
the car hitting a stationary autorickshaw
before banging into another car. All this
took place within two seconds. 

Vastrapur police had registered a case
against Labdhi under IPC sections 304(A)
(death due to negligence), 279 (rash driv-
ing), 337 (endangering life), 338 (causing
grievous hurt), Motor Vehicles Act 177, 184,
185, 134(B). AM
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R ajnish Patel, a surgeon, has
been waiting to get a tax re-
fund of Rs 60,000 since 2012.
And, in all probability, he has

a long wait ahead of him. There are
several Amdavadis like him who are
waiting for their tax returns even as
files gather dust in the Income-Tax
department that is reeling under se-
vere staff crunch. 

There is more than 50 per cent va-
cancy in the department that in-
cludes investigation and tax assistant
branches, state documents accessed
by Mirror. A few months ago, the de-
partment reshuffled various job pro-
files, creating new posts and offices to
equalise work pressure on employ-
ees. However, this seems to have
helped little. 

According to officers, more than
30,000 cases are pending in various
branches of the department. Of the
sanctioned strength of 5,777 em-
ployees, as many as 2,680 posts have
been lying vacant for years.

LONG WAIT
Meanwhile, several important mon-
ey-laundering cases, too, are stuck in
the middle of investigation as there
are fewer hands to carry out probe.
“Due to lack of employees, one per-
son is doing the job of 3-4 people. Ev-
ery year, government increases our
revenue and tax collection targets by

20 per cent, and reduces manpower
by 20 per cent. Without people, how
can we finish our work?” asks K Mad-
husudan, president of Income-Tax
Employees Federation. 

Due to staff crunch, the depart-
ment has hired people on contract.
“The department has hired around
250 people under Nirav, outsourcing
services,” added Madhusudan.

REFUSING PROMOTION
Direct promotions are not made in
I-T department. People rise in hierar-
chy through promotions. However,
staff shortage in lower cadre is affect-
ing the upper echelons too. In the
Sixth Pay Commission, a new post

called Principal Commissioner of In-
come-Tax (higher administrative
grade) was created with 24 seats. Till
now, no one has been recruited. Simi-
larly, there is 43 per cent vacancy in
Chief Commissioner of Income-Tax
(higher administrative grade). There
is shortage of inspector, who heads
the investigation, by 34 per cent. 

And that’s the reason many offi-
cers including seniors I-T officers, are
refusing promotion and opting for
resignation. “Every year, the number
of people resigning is surging by 5 per
cent. This has been the trend for the
past two years but nothing is being
done about it,” said another member
of the federation. 

Staff crunch taxes I-T dept
More than 30,000 cases are pending as over 2,500 posts remain vacant in various branches

While 5,777 is the sanctioned strength, as many as 2,680 posts lie vacant
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