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Former Gujarat chief secretary Manjula
Subramaniam is likely to be replaced

as chairperson of MEGA
company, the special pur-
pose vehicle (SPV) formed
to implement the Ah-
medabad-Gandhinagar
metro rail project. Under
the new arrangement, the

secretary, Union urban development minis-
try, will be the MEGA chairman.
The state government has decided to retain
IP Gautam as the SPV’s managing director
but there are different reports on Sub-
ramaniam's new role in the company. Sourc-
es say that she may be appointed executive
vice-chairperson or may be made one of the
directors representing the state govern-
ment in the company. The final decision in
the matter will be taken by chief minister
Anandiben Patel in a week or so.

KK not keen on UT job
K Kailashnathan, chief principal secre-

tary to chief minister Anandiben Patel, is
believed to be unhappy
over rumours that he may
be removed from his cur-
rent assignment and ap-
pointed lieutenant gover-
nor of the Union Territory of
Pondicherry. When he is

asked about the rumours, he does not give
clear answers. Instead, he says that he is
still fully active and would prefer an active
life but “is willing to go wherever the gov-
ernment sends him.”
If the secretariat grapevine is any guide,
some senior bureaucrats now very close to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Delhi don't
want KK in the PMO (Prime Minister's Of-
fice). Hence, they have planned a so-called
'graceful exist' for the ageing Modi loyalist
by getting him appointed as lieutenant gov-
ernor. Some officials go so far as to say that
the Prime Minister himself wants KK to be
given a ‘graceful exit’.
It may be recalled the KK had retired from
service but Modi, who was then Gujarat
chief minister, had immediately reappoint-
ed him as chief principal secretary to the
CM. KK continued to hold this post even af-
ter Anandiben Patel became Gujarat chief
minister.

Bhadoo on dream run
Ajay Bhadoo seems to be on a dream

run. These days he is pursuing big ticket
projects with unusual gusto, so much so
that he appears to have made the success
of these mega projects his personal agenda.

could be tested for swine flu. Dagur was
much relieved when he learnt that the swab
test had proved negative.
Interestingly, official guidelines say that
throat swabs should be taken, preferably
during or after admission, from patients
who are to be hospitalized. Throat swabs for
swine flu should not be taken at home. In
fact, the government has now said that if a
patient has 100.5 degree temperature for
two days and has other symptoms of viral
fever, he should start taking Tamiflu tablets
without an H1N1 test. 

Das pitches for elevation
in GSPC
Former Surat municipal commissioner MK

Das was expected to be appointed full-
time managing director of the GSPC. But for
some unknown reason, he was appointed
joint MD only in the last reshuffle while At-

nau Chakraborty, princi-
pal secretary, industry and
mines department, was ap-
pointed in-charge MD.
However, if the secretariat
grapevine is to be believed,
Das has managed to earn

the trust of state energy and petrochem-
icals minister Saurabh Patel and also of
some important bureaucrats. For this rea-
son, he is believed to be pitching his candi-
dature for fulltime appointment as MD of
GSPC. His promotion to the rank of principal
secretary is also due.

Gunotsav data analysis
delayed
P Swaroop, managing director, iNDEXTb,

was at the helm of efforts to organize
the Vibrant Gujarat Summit held last month.
Nowadays he has little time for any other
department’s work. Part of the work profile
of iINDEXTb is to help different departments
in technical matters besides being a nodal
agency for industrial promotion.
Recently Arvind Agrawal, ACS, education
department, had to request Swaroop to fin-
ish the work of data entry and analysis of
last Gunotsav, an annual exercise that as-
sesses the academic level of students of

state government-run schools. 
This work has been pending for
many months. The state educa-
tion department’s advance
planning and several key edu-
cational activities are also
pending because iNDEXTb is yet
to give its report on Gunotsav.

Swaroop had promised to finish the work af-
ter the Vibrant Gujarat Summit but the edu-
cation department is still waiting for him to
finish the job.

Bhadoo is secretary to chief minister Anan-
diben Patel and the youngest officer in the

Chief Minister's Office
(CMO). He is also CEO of
the long-defunct Gujarat
Infrastructure Devel-
opment Board (GIDB). He
has been aggressively
pushing the Surat Dream

City project and following it up on a daily
basis.
His effort has attracted much attention and
even envy of other officials, many of whom
say that his pace of project execution is fas-
ter than that of the GIFT City project. And if
Bhadoo stays at his current post for a suffi-
ciently long period of time, he may even be
able to put neglected projects like Dholera
City back on track, say officials.

HC rebuke raises Ravi
Shankar’s stock
This may be a coincidence but Gand-

hinagar collector Ravi Shankar’s stock
with the government has gone up ever since
the Gujarat high court fines him Rs 10,000
and also criticized him severely.
“You are not even fit to stay on the impor-
tant post of collector,” the high court had
told Ravi who, apparently in a show of loyal-
ty to the political bosses, had removed poor
roadside vendors near Akshardham during
the recent Vibrant Gujarat Summit and re-
fused to let them earn their bread despite
the court’s order.
The 2007 batch IAS officer may have faced
public criticism after the high court’s repri-
mand but he is unlikely to face any depart-
mental action which his ignoring a court or-
der deserves. On the contrary, if sources in
the bureaucracy are to be believed, Ravi had
taken a calculated risk to pamper the politi-
cal establishment. This will earn him a plum
posting in the upcoming reshuffle, said
some babus.

Babu seeks swine flu
test for cold
Medical teams of Civil Hospital in Gand-

hinagar are these days busy dealing
with suspected swine flu cases, especially
of the VIP kind. Babus in Gand-
hinagar have been ordering tests for
swine flu at their homes even if they
have a cough. These are, of course,
done at government expense and
each test costs Rs 4,500).
If sources in Sola Civil Hospital are
to be believed, MS Dagur, additional
chief secretary (ACS), social justice and em-
powerment department, had recently
caught cold. He reportedly called for a med-
ical team to take his throat swab so that it

TRUE LIES

New MEGA track for
Subramaniam

Ahmedabad: It took the city
survey department — en-
trusted with preparing prop-
erty cards for Amdavadis —
27 years to ask the Ahmeda-
bad Municipal Corporation
(AMC) if any illegal con-
struction has been reported
on any piece of land which
has societies and apart-
ments. 

This is an important
move as property cards is-
sued to owners of tenements,
bungalows, flats, or commer-
cial property should be car-
rying details of illegal exten-
sions or constructions,
whether they are regular-
ized, and whether there has
been a “change of use” of a
property. 

The department is yet to
update its own records re-
garding the “current use of

property” and the number of
owners of a particular plot,
in many areas of the city. On
January 17, the super-
intendent of land re-
cords wrote a letter to
the AMC and sought
details of illegal con-
structions. The AMC
has received 2,43,105
applications for regu-
larization under the
Impact Fee legisla-
tion, till January 26,
2015.

Thanks to an RTI
application filed by a Kalu-
pur resident, Pankaj Bhatt,
the superintendent of land
records was forced to dig the
city survey department’s re-
cords and fish out an October
1988 notification. This notifi-
cation had required the su-
perintendent of land records
to periodically review prop-
erty records regarding ille-

gal constructions with the
help of AMC data. These re-
ports of illegal construc-

tions were supposed
to be made part of
property cards that
are being issued by
the department to ci-
tizens. “If you were to
buy a property in Ah-
medabad, revenue re-
cords tell you the his-
tory of a property,”
says Bhatt. “But in
Ahmedabad it is still
an unfinished job. Of

the 226 town planning
schemes that have been pre-
pared in the city, the city sur-
vey department has not even
covered 25% of the city.”

The largest number of ap-
plications approved was
24,772 in the east zone while
the largest number of appli-
cations was from the south
zone at 51,630.

RTI Plea Forces Survey Dept To Check With AMC

27 years on, hunt 
for illegal structures 

Ahmedabad: The work on
the Ahmedabad Metro will fi-
nally begin three weeks from
now. Mumbai based contrac-
tors have been assigned the

task, said a source in Metro
Express for Gandhinagar
and Ahmedabad (MEGA). 

The contractor would
complete construction work
on the elevated corridor for
the first six kilometres. The
work has to be completed
within 27 weeks. The second
construction work has been
assigned to a leading engi-
neering firm. MEGA since
its inception had missed at
least five deadlines for con-
struction work to begin, ow-
ing to central government
clearances. 

Work on Metro
to begin in

three weeks

Ahmedabad: Arvind Pandey, sus-
pended professor of Asia Pacific In-
stitute of Management in Usmanpu-
ra, has filed an anticipatory bail
application in the complaint of sex-

ual harassment filed by two female
students of the institute.

Women police cell sources said
the hearing for the bail application is
on Monday. “We’ve received a notice
to remain present in the court,” said
assistant commissioner of police,
women cell, Kanan Desai. TNN

Professor seeks
anticipatory bail

Ahmedabad: The women
cell of the city police launched
an anti-child labour operation
to free teenagers and minors
employed at various tea stalls
across the city. The drive will
not only confine to tea ven-
dors but will also extend to
other commercial units
which usually employ minors
in violation of the child labor
laws. 

As a part of the operation

team of women cell headed by
inspector D B Ravia raided
Jay Ambe tea stall in Paldi and
freed two children aged about
13 years, hailing from Udai-
pur in Rajasthan.

“We have booked the own-
er of the tea stall Vajesinh Raj-
put, who also hails from Udai-
pur for violation of child labor
laws,” added inspector Ravia.

Women police sources
said the children saved will be
handed to child observation
home, located in Khanpur ar-

ea of the city. “We are getting
the details of the family mem-
bers of both the teenagers and
are also probing whether Raj-
put had kept them as bonded
labour,” said Ravia.

Inspector Ravia added
that they have launched an op-
eration across the city to save
and free children employed by
road side tea stall vendors.
“Not only tea vendors, we will
raid other premises of com-
mercial units where minors
are employed,” added Ravia.

Women police free 2 minors
found working at a tea stall
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: The proposed
plastics park at Dahej is likely to
become operational by mid-2016.
Four companies expected to be-
gin production giving a major
boost to the polymer processing
industry in the state. 

Speaking on the sidelines of
an event, Raju Desai, former
president and chairman of advi-
sory board of All India Plastic
Manufacturers Association
(AIPMA), said that 8 to 10 princi-
pal units had finalized blue-
prints and four companies had
even started construction of
units in Dahej. “These compa-
nies include Prayag Polytech, In-
tercontinental Polymer, Jyoti
Group of Companies and AVI
Global,” Desai said. 

The park, which will come
up over 200 acres of land, is like-

ly to attract investments to the
tune of Rs 3,000 crore. Around
150 companies are expected to
invest in Dahej Plastic Park with
an investment of Rs 10 crore to
Rs 25 crore per unit. 

Desai said another plastic
park had also been planned in
Sanand. This one will come up
on around 100 acres land but its
units will cater to the automo-
bile industry. Sanand Plastic
Park is expected to attract Rs
2,000 crore investment as most of
the big players, mainly makers

of plastic automotive parts,
would set up shop.

AIPMA is the nodal agency
for setting up the plastic park
and land for it has been provided
by the state government. AIP-
MA also plans to set up similar
plastic parks in Madhya Pra-
desh, Uttar Pradesh and Karna-
taka. According to AIPMA, Guj-
arat, along with
Daman-Silvassa region, ac-
counts for over 50% of the coun-
try's polymer production. Also,
around 60% of raw material for
plastics and processing machin-
ery is produced in the state.
Around 10,000 plastics units are
there in Gujarat, of which 40%
are units for recycling. India’s
per capita plastics consumption
of 9.7 kg per annum is likely to
triple over the next decade. Plas-
tic consumption in 2013-14 was
10.2 million metric tones. 

Dahej plastics park to be
operational by 2016

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: More than
22,000 students from 900 col-
leges across nine cities in In-
dia participated in a run that
raised Rs 10 lakh for training
women athletes and pro-
mote education of poor girls.

In Ahmedabad, over
2,000 students from 46 colleg-
es of Gujarat ran for five
kilometres on Sabarmati
Riverfront. Kumavat Sanjay
from UV Patel College of En-
gineering and Kinjal Shah
from LD College of Engi-
neering were the winner
and runner-up respectively
in Ahmedabad.

The nine cities where the
event took place included
Ahmedabad, Bangalore,
Chennai, Delhi, Hyderabad,
Trivandrum, Kolkata,
Mumbai and Pune. The
event was organized by a
leading IT services, consult-
ing and business solutions
firm. TNN

Students run
for a cause

Ahmedabad: The three-day
annual conference of the Indi-
an Association of Clinical Psy-
chologists (IACP) at Pandit
Deendayal Petroleum Univer-
sity (PDPU) campus conclud-
ed on Sunday. Experts partici-
pating in the conference tried
to answer questions about the
mental health that continue to
baffle researchers even today. 

Do eyes reveal the status of
a person’s mental health? Do
persons facing trial in crimi-
nal cases undergo psycholog-
ical changes while behind
bars? Are multitasking wom-
en under greater pressure
than housewives? These are
some of the questions with
which participants tried to
grapple on the final day of the
conference. 

“Psychology being a social
science has evolved with socie-
ty. Over the years, new areas of
study such as cyber psycholo-
gy and neuropsychology have
been included in the subject.
The conference tried to accom-
modate recent developments
in the field,” said Ritu Sharma,
organizing secretary of the

conference.
Chief Justice MS Shah of

Bombay High Court was the
chief guest at the valedictory
function. GG Prabhu, found-
ing secretary of IACP, was
honoured with a lifetime
achievement award and KC
Agarwal, first director of fo-

rensic science laboratory
(FSL), Ahmedabad, was con-
ferred the forensic psychology
award. Justice Shah talked
about several examples where
disciplines such as clinical
and forensic psychology can
be used for investigation of
crime.

Mind is still a mystery
As many as nine flights, in-
cluding two on Ahmedabad-
Delhi and four on Ahmedabad-
Mumbai, were delayed by 50
minutes to 1.5 hours due to
bad weather and congestion
in air traffic on Sunday. Also,
three flights to and from Doha
and Sharjah towards Ah-
medabad were delayed due to
foggy conditions in the mid-
dle-east. More than 1,000 pas-
sengers were affected as
schedules went awry on Sun-
day. Lately, the weather condi-
tions in Delhi improved and
most of the flights were back
to their schedules.

GNLU’s conference on
law, economics: Gujarat
National Law University
(GNLU) will organize an in-
ternational conference on law
and economics next month.
The conference will be held on
March 14 and 15, 2015. GNLU
along with Indian Institute of
Management, Ahmedabad
(IIM-A) and Indian Institute of
Technology, Kanpur, is orga-
nizing the conference. The
conference will debate around
a number of laws and policy
problems in the society.

Unauthorized 
structures razed:The es-
tate and encroachment de-
partment demolished illegal
constructions spread over
1,125 sq ft near Agrasen
School in Narol in TP Scheme
56 on final plot no. 33 in Isan-
pur ward. A shed, two illegal
units and a compound wall
were pulled down by the south
zone team of AMC.

CITY DIGEST 

Nine flights
delayed

Ahmedabad: The state Anti Corruption Bu-
reau (ACB) nabbed a record of 69 middlemen
for accepting bribe on behalf of government
officials last year. 

While in most cases the officials were
caught, the ACB also recorded a few standa-
lone cases. The officials have indicated at more

stringent action to curb corrupt practices.
They said that the action against assistant
RTO started with information on his driver.

ACB director Ashish Bhatia said that com-
pared to past few years where an average num-
ber of cases against the persons caught taking
money on somebody else’s behalf was hover-
ing around 22, last year saw 69 cases of this na-
ture. 

69 middlemen caught for bribery 

Ahmedabad: More than 500 people from all over rural and urban
Gujarat discussed the rights of marginalized people at a state-level
two-day convention that ended on Sunday.

‘Chaalo Lokshahi Melaviye’ was the theme of the convention
that took place at St. Xavier’s School. The convention was held un-
der the aegis of PEOPLESJ (Promoting Effective Organizations,
People’s Leadership for Equity, Solidarity & Justice), which is an
initiative of JESA (Jesuits in Social Action) - Gujarat. “The partici-
pants were local leaders, who discussed the growing disparity and
the fact that the poor and the marginalized continue to be subjected
to deprivation by various vested interests,” said Father Cedric Pra-
kash, director of NGO Prashant. TNN

‘Let’s ensure Lokshahi’ 

Say Researchers; IACP Conference At PDPU Ends
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad:Obsessive compulsive disorder (OCD) is a crippling
mental condition that affects the patient’s functioning in his (or
her) profession and in social and interpersonal relations. Swarnima
Bhargava and Vibha Sharma from the Institute of Human Behaviour
and Allied Sciences, New Delhi, explored its impact on marital and
sexual life of couples. Their paper was presented at IACP on
Sunday. The researchers focused on 30 married women who
suffered from OCD. “In all cases but one, the women were afraid of
contamination. They were finicky about personal hygiene and were
afraid of intimacy. It also got reflected in their day-to-day
functioning where they took hours to clean the house or perform
domestic chores,” said Bhargava. She further said that in very
severe cases, the patients were afraid of the sexual act and refused
to have sex, thereby creating tension in their marital life. “We also
included their spouses in the study. They reported marital
dissatisfaction,” said Bhargava.Interestingly, researchers are yet
to find what triggers OCD. In most cases, couples had been married
for 2-3 years and had at least one child. While post-childbirth
depression is a common phenomenon, the researchers said that a
number of factors ranging from personal trauma to neurological
disorder can cause OCD. However, in most cases, it can be treated
with proper counseling, said the researchers. TNN

OCD can cripple marriages: Experts 
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