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A metropolitan court has summoned in-laws of a woman after she
complained that they had forcibly separated her husband from her and
her three kids. Complainant Dhaniben Bhati complained that her hus-
band Rameshbhai was separated from her and three children two
years ago and forcibly kept away from them by Rameshbhai’s parents
and his elder brother. Metropolitan Court No 13 has issued search war-
rant under section 97 of CrPC for custody of the husband and sum-
moned Dhaniben’s in-laws on March 24 by issuing notice to the Gujarat
University police inspector, said advocate PK Soni.

Shukla takes over as ADG of NCC Directorate Gujarat:Major
General Sanjeev Shukla has assumed charge as ADG of NCC Directo-
rate Gujarat, Dadra Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu. The General was
commissioned in 1978. He commanded 64 Cavalry and has served with
distinction in various staff, instructional and command appointments
as also in UN peacekeeping in his career spanning over three-and-a-
half decades. 

3D printer workshop: Cept University is organizing a two-day work-
shop ‘Build your 3D Printer’, for students and professionals on as-
sembling a 3-D printer, along with the supporting software for 3-
dimensional printing. This one-of-its-kind workshop will enable design-
ers and entrepreneurs to produce experimental open-source 3-D
printing tool at low cost. The workshop will be held on March 28 and 29.

Maritime Academy at GNLU: GNLU Centre for International Law is
organizing the International Maritime Academy from March 14 to 21 in
collaboration with the National Maritime Foundation, New Delhi. The
objective of the academy is to discuss the contemporary and advance
Maritime issues and practices and disseminates information in an 
intensive manner. 

Mock drill at Sabarmati railway station: A mock drill on train ac-
cident was conducted by National Disaster Response Force (NDRF)
Gandhinagar and Ahmedabad Railway division at Sabarmati railway
yard on Friday. Around 35 member rescue team including divisional 
railway manager Rahul Agrawal and assistant commandant of NDRF
Hemant Kumar Khatana participated in the drill.

‘Skill Up India’ portal launched: Code for India’s Gujarat chapter in
partnership with International Centre for Entrepreneurship and Tech-
nology (icreate), IIT-Gn, US-India Business Council Education Founda-
tion (USIBCEF) launched Skill Up India, an open-source and open-
content portal to offer free online courses.
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Ahmedabad: On Friday, edu-
cation minister Bhupendra-
sinh Chudasma walked into
the control room and spotted a
person in a Swaminarayan
School in Rajkot district sitting
on the first bench with a mobile
phone and talking to his fellow
examinee.

Immediately, a call was
made to the officials at the cen-
tre informing them about the
erring student. The authorities
caught the student and regis-
tered a case against him. This is
not an isolated case. There are
about 17 such instances where
copying cases have been regis-
tered following instruction
from the control room which
has been set up in Gandhinagar
to monitor the live feeds re-
ceived from the examination
centre.

The Gujarat Secondary and
Higher Secondary Education
Board (GSHSEB) in order to
keep a watch on the instances
of copying and also the involve-
ment of invigilators, has for the

first time decided to have a
control room in Gandhinagar.
A team of 40 officials are made
to sit before the screen and are
made to scan through the ex-
amination centre of the dis-
trict allotted to them. The dis-
trict is allotted to each officer
in the morning and he is sup-
posed to just scan through
each centre and class rooms.

According to the officials,
there are 15 districts in the

state which have 100% cover-
age in terms of CCTV. However,
the CCTV coverage is the low-
est in Rajkot, Jamnagar,
Anand, Gir Somnath and Sure-
ndranagar.

The officials said that in the
government schools the educa-
tion department had installed
CCTV cameras , while in tribal
area, the tribal development
department went in for the in-
stallation. 

Camera, eagle-eyed
minister catch copycat

The control room in Gandhinagar
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Ahmedabad:The nature of threats on
cyberspace has changed over the years
for both corporate entities and govern-
ment organizations. The experts are
now keeping a close watch on the usage
of mobile devices and social network-
ing sites to track and predict how they
are misused.

Dr Gulshan Rai, director general of
Indian Computer Emergency Re-
sponse Team (ICERT), nodal authority
in India for handling major cyber
threats, was in Gandhinagar on Satur-
day to participate in Inconcyse, inter-
national seminar on cyber security.

When questioned about the road-

map ahead for the agency, Rai said that
mobile devices have become crucial in
the overall scheme. “Nowadays people
are more concerned about the data

lates data on website defacement, inci-
dent tracing and collaborating with in-
ternational bodies for training,
research and development in the field
of computer and cyber security in In-
dia.

Dr J M Vyas, director general of
GFSU, said that Rai has been appointed
as vice chairman of the university’s
cyber security advisory committee to
gain from his experience. “A meeting
was convened on Saturday where Ho-
ward Schmidt, former cyber security
advisor to US presidents, is nominated
chairman. The committee would initi-
ate studies on emerging fields and pro-
vide exposure to students and re-
searchers,” he said.

they carry around in the device rather
than the price of the device itself. The
information can be misused and thus
devising ways to safeguarding how it
functions is a priority,” he said. He add-
ed that the research on new threat per-
ceptions is going on.

Rai added that creating the force to
counter cyber threats is a priority and
they are working towards establishing
resource centers across the country for
the same. 

ICERT plays active and reactive
role in mitigating cyber incidents in
India by collaborating with industry,
government and public users. Now a
decade old, it issues security alerts and
guidelines from time to time. It also col-

‘Mobile devices more vulnerable to cyber attack’
Parth.Shastri@timesgroup.com

Sources said that GFSU is likely to be
partner with ICERT on a number of

fronts including penetration and
vulnerability testing for various
websites and data centers, monitoring
cyber threats, research and
development of cyber tools and
training of personnel from both
government and private organizations
to address specific issues. 

GFSU may partner with ICERT GSHSEB chairman R R Varsani said that the results of the
science stream was likely to be announced by May 25, while

the result for the class XII general stream and class X will be
declared by the board in the first week of June.

Science results likely to be announced by May 25
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When astronaut Sunita Williams returned 
from NASA’s 33rd ISS expedition in 
November 2012, she had held the 

records for longest single spaceflight by a woman, 
and the first woman commander in the history 
of  International Space Station (ISS). She was 
every girl’s dream.

There is another Indian — and a Barodian 
— who has contributed immensely to space sci-
ences at NASA. He is Dr Kamlesh Lulla. Awarded 
the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman in January this 
year in Gandhinagar, Lulla is also one of  the most 
decorated scientists with NASA felicitating him 
with its highest honour, the ‘Exceptional Achieve-
ment Medal’ in 2005.

Lulla is an acclaimed scientist in earth obser-
vations, earth remote sensing and geosciences, 
and has been at NASA for 27 years. In the past, 
Lulla held several positions at Johnson Space 
Center, including chief  scientist for earth obser-
vation for space shuttle 
and ISS programmes. He 
directed flight crew, like 
Sunita Williams, in earth 
observation sciences and 
earth science payloads at NASA’s John-
son Space Center (JSC). 

But even before you call him a scientist, he 
requests an exception: “I am a born Barodian 
first. I was born in this city. M S University has a 
special place in my heart. I spent my joyful youth 
years in Baroda and at M S University,” says a 
nostalgic Lulla. 

Lulla today holds a position as director for 
university research collaboration and partner-
ship office at JSC. He founded the Cyber Secu-
rity Institute at the University of  Houston Clear 
Lake, which is now a resource for the aerospace 
industry. Lulla found his calling in space science 
while hearing the 1969 ‘Voice of  America’ radio 
broadcast of  Apollo 11 moon landing and Neil 

Armstrong’s historic first steps on the moon.
“By all measures, the moon landing is still the 

most significant achievement of  human civiliza-
tion in science and technology. Thousands of  
young minds were inspired by this historic mis-
sion — I was one of  those thousands. I had never 
dreamt that someday I will work at NASA and at 

JSC where Apollo astro-
nauts trained and worked,” 
he says. He fondly remem-
bers his teachers at MSU 
who constantly encour-

aged him to pursue his career in sci-
ences. During those days, MS University was 
gaining reputation and many exciting pro-
grammes were being instituted. “I fondly remem-
ber Prof  C H Pathak who also served as my men-
tor. My other professors who influenced me were 
Prof  S D Sabnis, Prof  Atul Mehta, Prof  S J Bedi 
and Prof  Padate. I also remember Prof  Suresh 
Sethana who was pro vice-chancellor then. I re-
ceived my first PhD from MSU,” says Lulla. 

Lulla earned two bachelor’s degrees in biol-
ogy and chemistry in 1968 and 1969 and master’s 
and a PhD degree in environmental science and 
ecology in 1972 at MSU. “When I arrived in the 
US, my interest in space technology applications 
deepened that led me to get my second PhD.”

Kamlesh Lulla Gets Nostalgic 
About His Alma Mater MSU

FOR NASA GURU
BARODA IS A STAR

Dr Lulla flying in reduced gravity training aircraft 

BOARD EXAMS

In hail and rain, sun bird shines
Chethan.Kumar@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad/Bengaluru: When Aus-
tralian batsman Mark Waugh sledged 
an English tailender, James Ormond, 
by suggesting that he was not good 
enough to play for England, Ormond’s 
riposte was: “…at least I am the best 
player in my family!”

The pressure to emulate his family 
members is a burden that Bertrand 
Piccard, the founder of  Solar Impulse, 
has also carried; even if  the weight 
doesn’t show. Piccard, 56, has inherited 
the insatiable hankering for adventure 
from his grandfather Auguste Piccard 
who was a physicist, aeronaut and a 
balloonist. Piccard’s father, 
Jacques, was a hydronaut 
exploring domains his gen-
eration had rarely dared to.

TOI has procured some 
rare photographs showing 
the three Piccards together, 
and the youngest, Bertrand 
— who is currently in 
Ahmedabad — has clearly 
soared into the tail-
wind set off  by 
his grandfa-
ther. Tracking 
the work his 
grandfather 
did, TOI dis-
c o v e r e d 

that cartoonist Herge (Georges Prosper 
Remi) of  the Adventures of  Tintin 
fame was inspired by Auguste while 
creating the famous character Profes-
sor Calculus. 

Herge, in an interview with French 
writer Numa Sadoul, has said that he 
spotted Auguste while in Brussels 
where the latter held a teaching ap-
pointment.  Auguste Piccard had taken 
off  with the balloon FRNS on the sec-
ond ascent into the stratosphere on 
August 18, 1932; there was one attempt 
before that. And just like him, Bertrand 
had explored the earth in a balloon, 
twice. “The first time I went on a 
round-the-world balloon trip, it was a 

success and I had flown past India 
at a great height, barely able to 

see this beautiful country,” 
Bertrand says.

But the interesting story is 
his next trip. “On my second 
trip in 1999, there was a prob-
lem with the balloon and it was 
losing altitude, I remember 
passing by India as low as 300 

metres,” he says. “I was 
smelling the kitchens 
and witnessing children 

scream, before I landed 
in Myanmar. I told 

myself  then that I 
will come back to 

India.”

Solar Impulse Founder’s Granddad 
Inspired Character In Tintin Series
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Ahmedabad: André Borschberg, 
CEO, co-founder and a pilot of  
Solar Impulse, always car-
ries Blue Eye Stone in his 
pocket, which is his pro-
tection against the evil eye 
or “nazar”. 

Interacting with stu-
dent reporters of  The 
Times of  India’s student 
edition Newspaper in 
Education (NIE) on Saturday, he 
showed his good luck charm and 

said, “It is always in my pocket, 
no matter where I am and what 
I do.”

Answering a young reporter’s 
query, Bertrand Piccard, initiator, 

chairman and another 
pilot of  Solar Impulse 
said, “The best times dur-
ing a flight is that of  sun-
rise and sunset as you get 
to see so many shades in 
the sky. It is very pictur-
esque.” Borschberg finds 
night view beautiful. “The 

stars appear so close that you feel 
like grabbing them,” he said.

Amid space-age tech, 
charm to poke evil eye

Newspaper in
Education

André Borschberg shows his ‘nazar’-fighting Blue Eye Stone
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Ahmedabad: Myriad cul-
tural amalgamation of  the 
Walled City, chock-a-block 
traf fic,  narrow lanes, 
screaming vendors, mouth-
watering Gujarati food and 
lavishly embellished attires. 
Until now, they had only 
heard about the unique 
charm of  the old city. But on 
Saturday, team members of  
Solar Impulse-2 (Si2) lived 
the experience: enjoying ma-
sala chai sitting right beside 
the graves, capturing his-
toric sites in their cameras 
and haggling at roadside 
shops.

While the world is awed 
by THE solar-powered Si2, 
the team is all praise for the 
old city. “We’re wonder-
struck by its beauty. We 
haven’t seen such vibrancy 
and life in one place. The peo-
ple are surprisingly sweet 
too,” says Noemi Renevey, 
the camerawoman of  Si2 

multimedia team.
Making the most of  in-

clement weather that has 
prolonged the Si2 stay in the 
city, Renevey and team mem-
bers — Daniel Cohen, Marta 
Lopes and Bruno Boehm — 
enjoyed the treats of  Lucky 
tea stall.

According to Renevey, the 
most authentic aspect of  the 
Walled City is its Gujarati 
food and clothes. “Experi-
menting with Indian food 
delights made this a memo-
rable experience. Cheese 
sandwich, masala chai, puff, 

khaman and jalebis have be-
come our ultimate favour-
ites,” she says. “We’re also 
madly in love with embroi-
dered Gujarati dupattas and 
enjoyed haggling at stalls 
dotting the Relief  Road.”

The visitors have also 
been captivated by the beau-
ty of  Gujarat heritage — 
Adalaj stepwell and Huthees-
ing Jain Temple. “We feel 
that the few minutes spent at 
the sites were too brief  and 
we want to visit them again,” 
says Cohen from the market-
ing team.

Si2 team gets cultural 
charging in Walled City 

Ground crew at a tea stall in Walled City
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