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A hassled mother met Ashis Ja-
lote Parmar, a faculty member
of Indian Institute of Manage-
ment just before a lecture.
“Oh, so you are a professor of

design here. Will my child need a col-
our box in the class?” she asked Parmar.

That is when she felt that design is
either trapped in a cliché as an exten-
sion of art or is just a corporate fad
called design thinking. 

In her paper, ‘Design Thinking: A
fad or reality?’, Parmar describes new
roles for design in addressing emerging
global challenges and discusses lacu-
nae in existing design education sys-
tem.

“Design must evolve and take a stra-
tegic role by rethinking design educa-
tion and design research. Design

schools today concentrate on impart-
ing design expertise which is specific to
given disciplines (packaging design,
product design or architecture design),
and not informing students of the in-
terconnections and correlations be-
tween disciplines and the critical stra-
tegic role these play within

to managers and engineers,” states 
Parmar. NID Director Pradyumna Vyas
said, “It is true that design education is
facing challenges but we have been fo-
cusing on continuous evaluation of
curriculum to change it as per require-
ments and keeping technology 
in mind.”

a body that monitors the process and
the core subjects of design education.
Besides, capabilities of faculty mem-
bers must be assessed and enhanced.”

“Perhaps, it is time for modern mas-
ter craftsman to impart fundamentals
of design problem-solving and design
thinking not only to designers but also

organisations to promote innova-
tion,” she stated. 

Agreeing with certain points raised
in the paper, designer Subrata Bhow-
mick said, “Revamping design educa-
tion is the need of the hour. At present,
design education is not same across dis-
ciplines and countries. There should be
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Ashis Jalote Parmar’s paper ‘Design Thinking: A fad or reality’ discusses lacunae in existing design education system and its global challenges

Parmar says design schools concentrate only on design for specific disciplines
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from Ellisbridge on September
24. She was riding triple on her
Activa. On October 5, four po-
licemen landed at her house.
She was taken aback on seeing
four cops at her place, wonder-
ing what her crime was. She
said, “They showed me an e-
challan with a photo of me rid-
ing triple. I had broken the traf-
fic law and was caught by a cam-
era. I never knew such a system
was introduced in the city.”

The 45-year-old woman was
ready to pay the fine of Rs 50 to
the cops who had come to her
place, but was told to visit the
police station in her area and
pay it.

Additional CP (traffic) Hari-
krishna Patel was shocked to
hear the story of the harried
woman. “We have provided e-
challans to every police station
and even trained personnel
how to issue them. I will inquire
why Ramol police or traffic
branch did not accept the fine
and take action.”

He immediately instructed
traffic ACP Rajdeepsinh Jhala to

put up a board at the station
stating that traffic fines were ac-
cepted there and assign a special
table for collection.
Jhala said, “Due to communica-
tion gap, traffic cops failed to ac-
cept the fine. But the misunder-
standing has been cleared and
fines have been accepted now.”
On Tuesday, the traffic branch
collected a total fine of Rs 250
from five violators.

NUMBER OF CCTV CAMERAS 
In Ahmedabad city, 226 high
resolution CCTV cameras have
been installed at 82 places. The
cameras installed at strategic

traffic spots capture vehicular
traffic. A team of 45 cops under
three sub inspectors is stationed
in a special room at the police
commissioner’s office. The
team monitors CCTV footage
from across the city to check for
violators. The cops zero in on
any person who does not wear a
seatbelt, jump a signal, talk on
mobile phone while driving or
ride triple on two-wheeler. A
special software helps the cops
trace the address of the offender
with the help of number plate.
An e-challan with photo of the
violator is dispatched to the re-
spective police station near the
offender’s residence. Cops de-
liver the notice to the person’s
address. 

Till now, e-memos have
been handed over to 3,200 peo-
ple since the project was initi-
ated.

A violator is given three op-
tions to pay fine when an e-me-
mo is handed over to him. The
person can either pay it at a local
police station, submit it to the
RTO or approach the court if he/
she feels they have been
wronged.

E-challans leave commuters jittery 

I n a report issued by the Guja-
rat National Law University
on Tuesday, it was informed

that a meeting was recently
conducted to discuss the securi-
ty issues along the Knowledge
Corridor in Gandhinagar. The
report states that despite several
requests to the Ministry of
Transport as well as the Com-
missioner of Transport with re-
gards to the same, no action had
been taken till now.

Despite the rise in number of
rash driving cases in the area, no
arrangement had been made to
keep a check. The report claims
that there are no police or traffic
personnel deputed in the area
for the security of the student

and staff.
It further mentioned, “The

streetlights in the area also
don’t function at times. This
poses issues for the commuters
and pedestrians passing by after
sunset. Besides this, the major
problem the area faces is rash
driving and frequent traffic vio-
lations. The traffic department
should look into the matter and
act accordingly.” 

The university had earlier
tried urging the transport de-
partment to impose fine on traf-
fic violators in this area, but re-
ceived a cold response.
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Report blames Ministry of Transport and transport commissioner for not taking action

» PAGE 1

E-memo issued to Raksha Thakkar
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