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Gandhinagar: On Monday,
chief minister Anandiben Pa-
tel reviewed the progress in
construction of toilets in Guja-
rat during her first year in of-
fice. She was angry when she re-
alised that the slow pace at
which the administration was
moving in the matter, it would
not be able to meet the target of
‘zero open defection’ even in 10
years time. 

She expressed her displea-
sure at the slow progress in con-
struction of toilets, particularly
in the rural sector, and asked of-
ficials to speed up work under
this programme. 

A very senior official said
that the chief minister is not
happy with the pace at which
the state administration has
been moving to achieve targets
for providing a toilet to every
family in the state. “She direct-
ed that the shortfall in achiev-
ing targets be closed soon. Se-
nior officials were also asked to

take interest in construction of
toilets and review progress in
this area regularly,’’ said the of-
ficial. 

The presentation made be-
fore the chief minister indicat-
ed that there are a total of
70,29,199 houses in Gujarat, out
of which 33,21,047 do not have
toilets. In the past two years, a to-
tal of 6,48,981 toilets
were constructed while
26,72,066 are yet to be
built as per the require-
ment shown in the base-
line survey of 2012. An-
other 5,52,419 toilets are
in various stages of con-
struction, the presentation said. 

Under the Nirmal Bharat
campaign of the central govern-
ment, a total of 4,23,995 toilets
were to be built in 2014-15 while
the target for 2015-16 is 7,30,000
toilets. In rural Gujarat, only
82,000 toilets for people in the
BPL (below poverty line catego-

ry) were built by the panchayat
and rural development depart-
ment from 2012-13 to 2014-15.
The target, however, was 2.11
lakh toilets in the BPL category. 

In the APL (above poverty
line) category, however, the de-
partment could build 4.33 lakh
toilets against the target of 5.70
lakh. In the public toilet catego-
ry, only 5 toilets have been built
against the target of 431. 

In the school toilet construc-
tion program, against the target
of 17,287, the department could
build only 4,661 toilets. In angan-
wadis, too, against the target of
8,016 toilets only 2,643 could be
built.

In the recently concluded as-
sembly session, the state gov-
ernment had declared in a writ-

ten submission that in
Ahmedabad district,
which is the state’s most
developed district, a total
of 20,119 families were
without toilets. In the past
two years, 2585 toilets
were built in 10 talukas of

the district in the past two years.
In Mehsana, which is the

home district of both the chief
minister and the Prime Minis-
ter, official information given by
the state government indicates
that a total of 14,291 families are
without toilets as per the 2012
survey. 

Toilets for all: Govt may not
meet goal even in 10 years 

Ahmedabad: At a time when
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is pitching for Swachh
Bharat, a major section of the
airport in his home state is in
a sorry state. From ceremo-
nial lounge to toilets and dust-
bins, all are craving for a ma-
jor facelift at the
award-winning Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel International
Airport.

An Airports Authority of
India’s (AAI) team, which re-
cently inspected the airport,
in its report stated, “None of
the toilets for physically chal-
lenged persons are as per
standards. It appeared as if
these toilets had never been
inspected.”

Even the toilets for gener-
al public were shabby. The re-
port said general cleaning
and maintenance of floors,
WCs, fittings, mirrors, hand
wash dispensers, mainte-
nance of wooden frames and
fittings was poor in all the toi-
lets, including the ones in VIP
rooms. 

Ahmedabad airport was
recently awarded the best air-
port in the country in the 2
million-5 million passengers
category. 

Even the basic require-

ments for cleanliness were
found lacking. The inspec-
tion, conducted by regional
executive director office of
Mumbai over two days, has re-
vealed that in many locations,
dustbins were not in accord-
ance with environmental
norms. The condition of the
stainless steel dustbins was
very bad, dirty and lid of
many bins were not closing
properly. 

“We are already taking ac-
tion on the basis of inspection
report. It is an ongoing proc-
ess. The facilities are already

good and we will make it ex-
cellent,” said A K Sharma,
newly appointed Ahmedabad
airport director.

Even the facilities for the
VIPs were found in dilapidat-
ed condition, the officials too
stated that this could invite
criticism. According to the
report, “The ceremonial
lounge at airport needs im-
mediate facelift, improve-
ment in interiors and proper
maintenance; otherwise it
will attract severe criticism.
Even no security arrange-
ment is available.”

City airport far from
swachh: AAI report

CM Furious
Over Slow Pace
Of Work Under

Scheme 
Kapil.Dave@timesgroup.com
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● General cleaning, maintenance of toilets very poor
● Toilets for physically-challenged persons in bad condition
● Ceremonial lounge needs facelift
● Untidy dustbins

Not so clean inside 

Ahmedabad: The state gov-
ernment has decided to in-
crease the annual family in-
come from Rs 4.5 lakh to Rs 6
lakh for fee waiver scheme for
students. 

This was announced by di-
rector of technical education
on Monday. Officials stated
that the government has in-
creased the limit by Rs 1.5

lakh. 
According to officials, the

government has also decided
that in the areas where the lit-
eracy rate is less than 50%,

the government will give
scholarship to the girls who
score 75% or more. Each such
student from these areas will
be given 50% tuition fee waiv-
er or a maximum of Rs 50,000.

They said that a general
category student who gets
over 96 percentile will be giv-
en Rs 2 lakh as fee for medical
colleges; similarly, a reserved
category student who gets 91
percentile will be given this
much amount towards fee. 

The officials said that the
good news for the student was
that they would now be re-
quired to pay the fee only in

the beginning of the semes-
ter. Earlier, the colleges
would charge the fee for the
whole year at the beginning
academ-
ic calen-
dar. Now
the fee
for each
semester
will be
paid only
at the be-
ginning of the semester.

The officials further said
that the fee for the degree en-
gineering course varies from
Rs 45,00 to Rs 2 lakh.

Annual Family
Income Of

`̀6L Will Now
Be Eligible 

RELIEF FOR STUDENTS 

Income limit for fee waiver up 

Ahmedabad: On the first day
of the admission for degree en-
gineering courses, around
11,400 forms were sold on Mon-
day. There are 71,000 engineer-
ing seats in the state.

Admission Committee for
Professional Courses (ACPC)
officials said that they have got
80,000 booklets printed this
year. They said that the deci-
sion to have 80,000 booklets was
taken as last year 70,000 stu-
dents had applied for admis-
sions and they wanted to have
some extra forms in hand. 

Officials said last year
23,000 seats in degree engineer-
ing and 26,000 seats in diploma
engineering had remained va-

cant. 
This

year, ACPC
has stated 90
helpline
centres for
students.
The centres
will help the

students fill up the forms and
will also verify their docu-
ments. There are 16 govern-
ment colleges with 8,970 seats,
three grant-in-aid colleges

with 1,194 seats, and 117 self-fi-
nanced colleges with 61,635
seats.

ACPC officials said as soon
as a student is allotted a seat for
admission, he or she will have
to first pay the fee at the bank
and then will have to visit the
website to take the admission
slip online. This will prevent
the student from going to the
help centre.

The officials said that those
students who have not ap-
peared for the JEE examin-
ation will be given admissions
after the admissions by the
ACPC are over. However, these
students will be given admis-
sions only if there are vacan-
cies.

Day 1: Over 11k engg
intake forms sold 

Gandhinagar: Top BJP leaders will be in Guja-
rat from May 26 to 28 to counter the Congress
party’s charge that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s first year in office had been a complete
failure. Senior Congress leaders have been visit-
ing Gujarat and other states to highlight Modi’s
government’s alleged failures. 

Union finance minister Arun Jaitely; home
minister Rajnath Singh, national BJP president
Amit Shah, Gujarat BJP in-charge Dinesh Shar-
ma and other national leaders of the BJP will ad-
dress press conferences, gatherings of intellec-
tuals and public meetings across Gujarat. The
BJP nationally is observing the first year of the
Modi government as Jan Kalyan Parv. 

On May 26, Jaitley will address an intellec-
tual gathering at Tagore Hall in Ahmedabad and
also a press conference. Dr Dinesh Sharma will
address similar gatherings in Vadodara and
Kheda. Jaitely will also visit his adopted village
to inaugurate development work. TNN

Top BJP leaders
arriving to counter
Congress charges 

Gandhinagar: Former minister of state (MoS),
home in the UPA government and All-India Con-
gress Committee spokesperson R P N Singh said
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Union gov-
ernment is a ‘catch headline’ government rather
than ‘catch investment’ government.

He said, “Narendra Modi came to power in
2014 riding on promises of ‘Acchhe Din’, good
governance, ease of doing business, 10% GDP
growth, creation of 10 crore jobs in five years, a
‘Digital India’, promising crop prices to farmers
by calculating cost + 50% profit, return of ‘Black
Money’ and a deposit of Rs 15 lakh in each Indi-
an’s account, reduction of inflation and a new ec-
onomic vision, but nothing of these has turned
into reality.” TNN

Modi govt is only after
headlines: Cong 

Ahmedabad: In an unusual inci-
dent, the Ahmedabad police locked
up a hall where political-analyst-
turned politician and ousted Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) leader Yogen-
dra Yadav and his associate nation-
al convener of ‘Swaraj Abhiyan’
professor Anand Kumar were to
deliver lectures. The Ellisbridge
police and the Mehndi Nawaz Jung
Hall administrative staff at Paldi
asked the leaders to exit the hall
and locked the doors on them. Ya-
dav and Kumar were to deliver lec-
tures as part of ‘Swaraj Samvad:
Challenges before the country,
road ahead’.

Yadav then chose to sit outside
the hall and speak to his audience.
The incident happened around
4pm. In two public meetings held
earlier in the day on Monday, Yadav
had questioned Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s economic model
at a press interaction at Ahmeda-
bad Management Association
(AMA) and then later at Town Hall
near Ellisbridge. Yadav claimed
that Modi’s development model is
further marginalizing the already
marginalized. He said that it was
unfortunate that Gujarat does not
have a credible opposition that can

engage the ruling BJP government
in flawed policy matters. 

“We had booked the Mehndi Na-
waz hall a month in advance. But
just half-an-hour before the lecture
could begin, the administrative
staff of the hall said that we would
require a police permission as it
was a political meeting. We spent
almost one-and-a-half hours at El-
lisbridge police station trying to
convince the cops that Swaraj Ab-
hiyan is a not a registered party. In
the end, we held the meeting out-
side the hall in scorching heat,”
says one of the organizers Praveen
Mishra. 

When asked whether there are

plans for Swaraj Abhiyan fighting
elections as a political party, Yadav
said that it would take six months
before a decision is taken. On the
100-day report card of the AAP gov-
ernment in Delhi, Yadav said, “100
days cannot be a parameter to eval-
uate a political party in power. It is
too less a time. One should ask
about the one year of Modi govern-
ment in office.” He criticized Mo-
di's economic model that hyped
‘growth at any cost or corporate
model’ and then finally aim at
building social and cultural homo-
geneity or uniformity. This is
against 'idea of India' enshrined in
our Constitution, Yadav said. 

Cops lock up venue before
Yadav can begin his Samvad 

The Ellisbridge police and Mehndi Nawaz Jung Hall staff at Paldi asked 
Yogendra Yadav and other leaders to leave the hall and locked the doors on them
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Ahmedabad: From the top, it looks like
a deep valley dug in the midst of a con-
gested city! A 700-metre long trench is
now visible on Isanpur-Govindwadi
stretch. For the past one month, the Ah-
medabad Municipal Corporation

(AMC) has been digging this area to in-
stall a duct line as part of the storm wa-
ter drainage system. The digging work
is still going on even through it had
started during initial phases in Govind-
wadi. The trench is causing huge incon-
venience to local residents. The main
road has turned into a narrow one-way

Another area which is being dug up
for days causing dust and inconve-
nience to residents living nearby is the
Vastrapur railway station crossroads
in Vejalpur. Just opposite Nirali Apart-
ments, a huge trench has been dug for
laying a drainage line. The trench is
open for the last many days now. 

path, leading to frequent traffic jams
during peak office hours. 

Dr Tejendra Shah, a resident of
Isanpur, says, “School buses cannot
come near our residences because of
the mess. The dust from the construc-
tion site too is causing respiratory prob-
lems.” 

AMC-dug ‘valleys’ choking traffic flow in city

No this is not Archaeological Survey of India’s digging site but Vastrapur Railway station crossroads in Vejalpur. (R) the Isanpur-Govindwadi stretch dug up by AMC
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Indian Business and Commercial Laws Academy
(GIBCLA) of Gujarat National Law University will
offer a course on ‘Indian Business and Commer-
cial Laws’ (IBCL) for GIBCLA Summer School 2015.
The aim of IBCL course will be to impart broad
and complete foundation of knowledge of the In-
dian laws and rules governing the various aspects

of business and commercial activity. The course
will enable students to expand their horizons and
open up their mind academically and culturally to
meet the challenges of today’s globalizing world.

TDS on withdrawal from PF from June 1:
The Finance Act, 2015 (20 of 2015) has inserted a
new section 192A regarding the payment of accu-
mulated provident fund balance due to an em-
ployee. The provision shall take effect from June
1, 2015. 

CITY DIGEST

Course on Indian business
and commercial laws

‘Modi’s Growth
Model Against
Idea Of India’ 
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There are 16
government
colleges with 8,970
seats, three
grant-in-aid
colleges with 1,194
seats, and 117
self-financed
colleges with 61,635
seats

In areas where the
literacy rate is less
than 50%, the govt
will give scholarship
to girls who score
75% or more. Each
such student will be
given 50% tuition fee
waiver or a maximum
of Rs 50,000
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