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Ahmedabad: The recent deci-
sion of the
State Election
Commission to
make 48 wards
out of 64 by de-
limiting the
Ahmedabad

Municipal Corporation (AMC)
territory was questioned be-
fore Gujarat high court on
Wednesday. 

Petitioner organization
Swaraj Abhiyan has filed the
petition, questioning the statis-
tics used for the delimitation. It
has said the process was under-
taken by considering the city
population as 55,17,940, where-
as the population was 72,14,225
in 2010. The delimitation was
made on basis of the 2011 cen-
sus. It has questioned how the
city population went down in
the past few years. 

The petitioner has contend-
ed that the city population has
definitely increased over the
years. When the population is
on the increase, the number of
electoral constituencies has
gone down from 64 to 48 with
194 seats. It has raised objection
to the decrease in the number of
wards. 

The petitioner also lament-
ed about the short time given to
citizens to register their objec-
tions and suggestions with re-
gard to the delimitation. When
the matter came up for hearing,
the bench headed by justice
Jayant Patel observed that the
petition is in the nature of pub-
lic interest, but wrongly filed as
awrit petition. The court asked
the registry to place the pet-
ition as a PIL before appropri-
ate bench for hearing.

AMC
delimitation
challenged 

in high court
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Ahmedabad/Gandhina-
gar: After Nestle’s Maggi
noodles were found hazard-
ous to health, the state gov-
ernment has decided to
crack down on packed food
products sold by various

brands.
Among the
products that
are likely to
be tested for
presence of
lead and oth-
er metals are
colas, wafers,

chocolates, cookies and oth-
er popular snacks.

In the last two days, two
other noodle brands in the
state have been banned by
Gujarat Food and Drugs
Control Administration
(FDCA).

“FDCA has found more
14 samples negative of Mag-
gi noodles. The lead level in
the samples was 3.67% to
6.17% which is very high. We
have also banned one more
noodle brand, Schezwan
noodles, which also had very
high level of lead and other
hazardous elements. We
have taken samples of ITC
Pune, CG Foods, Andhra
Pradesh; Hinura Universal,
Nasik; Supreme Nutrigain,
Rajkot; Swastik Food, Chan-
godar, etc. We have decided
to test all the national and in-
ternational major packed
food brands which are con-
sumed by masses,’’ said
state health and family wel-
fare ministerNitin Patel.

FDCA has collected over

100 samples of noodles and
pasta in the last two days and
the results of 43 samples are
out. “The tests were carried
out on samples of instant noo-
dles of ITC Sunfeast’s YiPPee,
SK Foods’ Leong Hakka noo-
dles and Ching’s Secret-Schez-
wan Instant Noodles owned by
Capital Foods. Sunfeast prod-
uct passed the lead test, but
traces of monosodium gluta-
mate (MSG) were found in it.
We will test more samples of
Sunfeast while we have
banned SK’s Hakka noodles
and Ching’s Schezwan noo-
dles. Most retailers and whole-
salers voluntarily submitted
the stock of products that have
been banned,” said FDCA
commissioner HG Koshia, 

Gujarat govt
cracks down on
packaged food 
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Ahmedabad: A website, yo-
gaahmedabad, was launched
by the Ahmedabad district
collectorate on Wednesday.
People who want to take part
in the event commemorating
the International Day of Yoga
— on June 21 — can register
on the website. The state gov-
ernment will host the main
function at the GMDC
ground.

About 50,000 people can
register for the event. To over-
see arrangements for the Yo-
ga Day, the state has formed a
state-level monitoring com-
mittee headed by education
minister Bhupendrasinh

Chudasma. In all, five minis-
ters are member of the com-
mittee. District and taluka
committees have been
formed as well.

The state government has
called on all education insti-
tutes, nagarpalikas, taluka
panchayats, district pan-
chayats and municipal corpo-
rations to take part in the cele-
brations. State officials plan
to involve 1.41 crore students
from schools, colleges, uni-

versities, ITIs, engineering
and other professional colleg-
es.

A detailed presentation of
the state government has
stated that all school students
from class VI to VIII have to be
involved. 
Yoga for all, says GTU

The Gujarat Technologi-
cal University has directed
colleges and institutions af-
filiated to it to organize a ba-
sic Yoga training programme
for all students between June
15 and June 20. The GTU has
stated that every day, all stu-
dents’ and academic and non-
academic staff will be trained
in yoga from 6:30 am to 7:30 am
or when it is convenient

Government stretches to
plan Yoga mega-show 
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THE SELFIE BRIGADE 
TOI 

A group of visitors at Kankaria lake in Ahmedabad on Wednesday

Ahmedabad: Over 10,000 en-
gineering seats are likely to go
vacant this year. Till Wednes-
day, 61,000 students had ap-
plied for admission against
the total number of 71,000 de-
gree engineering seats. Ad-
mission Committee for Profes-
sional Courses (ACPC)
officials said not all of 61,000
students would confirm ad-
missions. 

The ACPC had begun the

admission process in May last
week. Thursday is the last day
for online registration and
around 2,000 more students
are likely to register for admis-
sion on the closing day, said of-
ficials. 

According to ACPC offi-
cials, there will be a common
merit list for all boards and ad-
mission to degree engineering
and pharmacy courses will be
based on the percentiles ob-
tained by the students. 

ACPC officials said that

around 68,000 forms were sold
but only 61,000 students regis-
tered for admission. They said
based on their experience they
could say that not all the 61,000
students who registered for
admission would confirm ad-
missions and hence the num-
ber of vacant seats would be
much higher than 10,000.

“Last year, over 23,000 seats
had fallen vacant and this year
too the ACPC is expecting the
number to be around that or
higher,” said a senior official.

Over 10k engg seats may stay vacant 

Ahmedabad: In a show of
honesty, auto driver Abdul-
wahab Shaikh of Juhapura
returned a bag containing
jewellery worth Rs 4.5 lakh
and Rs 35,000 in case to the
passenger who had left be-
hind the bag in his auto. 

Sources in Vejalpur police
said Mehboob Ajmeri, a resi-
dent of Gandhinagar, had
come to attend a wedding at
his maternal uncle’s house in
Juhapura with his mother,
Hafiza Ajmeri. However,
while travelling from Paldi to
Juhapura in an auto, Ajmeri
had forgotten to take his bag
containing jewellery and
cash from the auto.

“By the time he realized

this, the auto had gone. He
came to us and gave us a for-
mal complaint about the mis-
sing bag,” said a Vejalpur po-
lice official.

Sources in Vejalpur police
said they immediately dis-
patched a team to find the au-
to, on the basis of the descrip-
tion given the complainant.

“However, at about 2:45
pm in the afternoon, a man
named Abdulwahad Shaikh
stepped into the police sta-
tion and disclosed the facts
about a passenger leaving a
bag containing valuables in
his auto,” said a police offi-
cial.

Police said they then
called the complainant and
told him about the auto-driv-
er who had come with his bag.

Auto-driver returns
forgotten bag with

jewellery worth `̀4.5L 

Abdulwahab Shaikh of Juhapura with the passenger Mehboob Ajmeri

Ahmedabad: Gujarat Na-
tional Law University
(GNLU) officials will soon
meet senior officials of Union
ministry of home affairs
(MHA) to seek rollback of the
decision to revoke the varsi-

ty’s FCRA licence.
The Centre on Tuesday

cancelled the varsity's FCRA
licence, barring it from re-
ceiving foreign funds. The de-
cision to cancel the registra-
tion under the Foreign
Contribution Regulation Act
(FCRA) was taken after exam-
ination of the activities that
include non-filing of annual
returns and other anomalies.

“We had introduced NRI
seats in 2011. And according to
new FCRA norms, education
fee has been excluded and its
reporting is not needed. Also,
tuition fee is not donation and
it is illogical to cancel our li-
cence. Academic institutions
like GNLU are legally permit-
ted to collect fees from NRI
students in foreign currency.
GNLU accounts are audited
by CAG every year,” said a se-
nior faculty requesting ano-
nymity.

The government cancelled
the licence of 4,470 entities
that included a number of top
universities, Supreme Court
Bar Association and Escorts
Heart Institute. 

GNLU to meet
MHA officials 

Ahmedabad: The West has long
been fascinated by the mystical and
diverse Indian culture. Now, stu-
dents Down Under will research on
how strongly culture affects the
psychology of Indians.

Under international exposure
programme (IEP) of Pandit Deen-
dayal Petroleum University
(PDPU), a group of 16 students and
two faculties from Edith Cowan
University (ECU) of Australia will
travel to the country for 15 days to
study ‘Influence of Culture on Psy-
chology in India’.

The students will research on
the effect of culture to psychology
through studying various cultural
patterns and themes. The group
feels that although global cultural
diffusion has made it difficult to
trace the cultural patterns of some
sections, primitive societies have
still preserved their culture
through their values, beliefs and
rituals.

They will be exposed to psychol-
ogy through interaction with locals
and field visits to several research
institutions, mental hospitals and

elderly facilities.
“The students will also study

spirituality, main religions, heri-
tage and traditions. They will also
take cooking classes as Australians,
in general, love Indian food,” said
Kishlaya Misra, manager, Office of
International Relations, PDPU.

School of Liberal Studies (SLS),
PDPU, and ECU have jointly ap-
plied for new Colombo grant to the
Government of Australia. This
year, SLS has also sent its 30 stu-
dents and two faculties (Neeta Sin-
ha- psychology area; and Chaitanya
Vyas-business administration) for

40 days to various universities in
the US, Canada and Australia as
part of IEP. 

During the programme, semi-
nars on English for academic pur-
poses, ethics and corporate social
responsibility, thinking sociologi-
cally, international law, accounting
and finance will be delivered by
University of Wollongong experts.
There will also be guest lectures on
Australian lifestyle and culture.

Also, another group of 25 stu-
dents of petroleum engineering
will visit University of Oklahoma,
USA, for three weeks in July.

Aussies to study Indian psychology

The students will research the effects of culture on psychology 

course.Among other decisions
taken at the meeting, the
GSHSEB decided to start voca-
tional courses in 20 schools on
an experimental basis. If they
are successful, the same would
be implemented in other
schools too, said officials.

The board also decided to
consider the two-year Diploma
in Yoga course on a par with
class XII examination. Several
private universities offer this
Diploma in Yoga course. Howev-
er this was given conditional ap-
proval by the board. The 20
schools where the vocational
courses would be started in-
clude one school each in Ahme-
dabad and Panchmahal, eight
in Dev Bhoomi Dwarka, four in
Kutch and two each in Rajkot,
Patan and Surat. 

Ahmedabad: The Gujarat Sec-
ondary and Higher Secondary
Education Board decided at a
meeting to consider Master of
Arts in Education degree on a
par with Master of Education
degree for recruitment of teach-
ers for the state-run schools. 

During a meeting held on
Wednesday, the board came to
the conclusion that as several
universities had started Master
of Arts in Education pro-
gramme, there was a growing
demand that this course be con-
sidered on a par with Master of
Education programme. Board
officials said that the Teachers
University started by the state
government also offers the
same Master of Arts Education

‘MA in Education is
equivalent to MEd’
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Ahmedabad: The Gujarat
government has raised the
prices of textbooks for all pri-
mary schools by 100% from
this academic session. This is
despite Gujarat State School
Textbook Board reducing the
number of pages from 190 to
142.

Now, a set of books for stan-
dard one will cost Rs 158 in-
stead of Rs 61. Parents will
have to pay Rs 131 instead of Rs
61 for kids studying in stan-
dard two. Officials said class
three books will now cost Rs

186 compared to Rs 78 in 2014.
Fourth standard books are
priced at Rs 199 instead of Rs
111, while for fifth standard the
price has been hiked from Rs 71
to Rs 169. The board had last
year increased the prices of
books for Gujarati medium
primary schools.

Board president Nitin
Pethani said the hike was
bound to happen. “We hadn't
increased the prices of books
for English, Hindi, Sindhi, Ma-
rathi and Urdu medium
schools in the past one decade.
Therefore, it was inevitable
this year,” Pethani told TOI.

Primary textbooks
shrink, rates double
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Ahmedabad: Ramesh
Chunara (22) still shivers
when narrating the horror
that struck them at midnight
on Tuesday. “I woke when
something hit me hard in the
legs. I couldn’t get up. I
moved my head sideways on-
ly to see two-year-old Kishan
and Gaja, already dead, in a
pool of blood and others cry-
ing for help, bleeding pro-
fusely. On hearing our cries
for help, some locals ran up
to us and called an ambu-
lance,” said Chunara, his
voice trembling. The de-
ceased are mother and son. 

This is the second in-
stance of rash driving in a
fortnight, in which a car
speeding on the wrong side
in the BRTS track lost con-
trol and crashed into sleep-
ing laborers. Wednesday
night’s accident occurred
under the Shivranjani over
bridge, beside the BRTS
track, killing two and injur-
ing four.

Recently, Ali Ayyubkhan
Pathan, a relative of a promi-
nent builder in Shah-e-Alam
area of the city had similarly
killed three people sleeping
outside their homes near
Chandola lake, crushing
them under his speeding
SUV.

In minutes of the acci-
dent, locals gathered on the
road, stoned the car and
dragged out two people — Ba-
bu Tirgar and his cousin
Kamlesh Tirgar, residents of
Shakti Society in Paldi —
and handed them over to Sat-
ellite police.

According to police
sources, Babu and Kamlesh
are professional drivers,
driving hired cars for about
27 years.

Police officials added that
Babu had bought a second-
hand car for use as a taxi, and
went to his native village in
Rajasthan in it. He returned
on Tueday night, along with
his cousin Kamlesh, and the
two went out to drink liquor.
They then had some food at

Guptanagar. Kamlesh then
took the wheel and while ap-
proaching from the service
lane near Shivranjani, saw a
police van on the opposite
side of the flyover, put the car
in the BRTS track and sped
up. However, Kamlesh who

awaiting the report. Howev-
er a case under various sec-
tions of the Motor Vehicles
Act and section 304 of IPC
has been registered against
the two,” said deputy com-
missioner of police Zone-7,
Vidhi Chaudhry.

heavily under the influence
of liquor, could not control
the car and crashed into the
people sleeping in the buffer
zone of the BRTS track.

“The two seemed to be
heavily drunk and a medical
test was conducted. We are

Kamlesh Tirgar Entered BRTS Dead End While Trying To Escape Cops

The site of the accident. (Inset) The driver, Kamlesh Tirgar

Yogesh Chawda 

Drunk driver crushes 2 in their sleep

The state FDCA authorities
have found alcohol in the
U-Star energy drink sold at
retail outlets across the state.
The FDCA tested about four
batches of the drink
manufactured by a small
Gandhidham-based company
and found presence of 8.5% to
10.6% of alcohol. “We found
that the drink was having 8%
to 10% of alcohol while it is
completely prohibited. We
have raided the factory at
Gandhidham and registered a
case against the firm. We
request people to draw the
attention of the authorities if
any such product is sold in the
market,” said minister Nitin
Patel. TNN

Alcohol found in
energy drink 

Apart from the two people killed
in the accident, four others —
Kailash Chunara, Ashok
Chunara, Ramesh Chunara and
Gajra Chunara — were seriously
injured and rushed to VS
hospital for treatment.

Fate saves two infants :A
few daily wage workers, after a
hard day’s work, sleep
underneath Shivranjani over
bridge in Satellite. Complainant
Ramesh Chunara said the car
which ran over six of them

miraculously stopped just
before where two other
children, 18-month-old Rajan
and two-month old, Vishal were
sleeping.

Tried to pin blame on
cousin: The two accused kept
blaming each other. Babu kept
saying that Kamlesh was one
driving while Kamlesh said Babu
was driving the car. “At last they
broke down and Kamlesh
admitted to have been driving
the car,” added DCP Chaudhary.

Injured taken to VS hospital
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