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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RAIPUR, JULY 26 

AMID DEMANDS of a CBI probe
into the Chhattisgarh PDS scam
and resignation ofChiefMinister
Raman Singh, the no-confidence
motion moved by the Congress
against the BJP government was
defeated early on Sunday morn-
ing. The discussion on the mo-
tion continued for over two days,
stretching past Saturday mid-
night, and the voting took place
around 2.15 among Sunday. The
BJP government received 50

votes, while the Congress se-
cured 37 in the 90-seat assem-
bly. Two Congress MLAs and an
Independent legislator re-
mained absent.

During the discussion in the
House, Congress targeted Singh
over the alleged involvement of
people close to him in the scam.
The ChiefMinister responded by
claiming that the anti-corrup-
tion bureau is working with full
independence and no one will
be spared. The leader of
Opposition TS Sinhadev said that
the government has failed on all
fronts and has lost the 
confidence of the people. 

Raman govt survives 
no-confidence motion

CAMPAIGN FOR OBC STATUS

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, JULY 26

LEADERS OFthe Patidar Anamat
Samiti, which is leading a stir de-
manding OBC status for the
Patels, on Sunday said despite
the administration withdrawing
permission for their rally at
Vijapur in Mehsana district, they
would hold the agitation on July
28 as planned earlier. 

The youths, who claimed
that they are leading the cam-
paign, also announced the dates
for similar rallies in other parts
of Gujarat.

Mehsana district authorities
had cancelled the permission for
the Vijapur demonstration, a day
after a rally by the Patels turned
violent in Visnagar on July 23.

A group of youths under the
banner ofPatidar Anamat Samiti
(Patel Reservation Committee)
on Sunday addressed a press
conference in connection with
the Vijapur rally at Prangam Paty
plot on the Sarkhej-Gandhinagar

Highway.
Hardik Patel, who claimed

that he was head of the cam-
paign, said: “We will not cancel
our rally in Vijapur, and it will be
held on July 28 where at least
50,000 Patels will participate. On
the same day, another rally will
be held in Mandal taluka of
Ahmedabad district.” 

“To make the rally in Vijapur
successful, we have also given a
call ofVijapur bandh on July 28,”

Hardik said.
Another member of the

Samiti who claimed that he was
a also a member of BJP’s youth
wing, Manoj Patel, said the out-
fit was being pressured by the
state machinery against the pro-
posed rally on July 28. “But, we
are determined to hold the
same,” he added. He, however,
did not spell out details about the
kind of “political pressure”.

When asked about the leader

and the face of their campaign,
Hardik said that he and a few
other youths were on the fore-
front. He added that the cam-
paign for OBC status was not
supported by any political party
or a leader, and that it was
“purely” by youths of the Patidar
community.

“The Patel community re-
mained deprived of its rights
since four decades and neither
BJP nor Congress improved our
condition...We are giving the
state government an ultimatum
and it is our mission to get OBC
status by 2017,”  Hardik said. He
also announced the dates for
similar rallies in Viramgam (July
29), Gondal (July 30),
Himmatnagar (August 3),
Gandhinagar (August 3), Rajkot
(August 5), Vadodara (August 13)
and Surat (August 18). 

On August 22, Hardik said, a
rally would be held in
Ahmedabad from Sabarmati
riverfront to District Collectorate.
He claimed support from lakhs
ofPatel youths and more than 90
community groups.

Despite ban, Patel youths to
hold rally in Vijapur tomorrow

Hardik Patel, who claims to the leader to Patidar Anamat
Samiti, addresses a press conference on Sunday. Express

MONSOON BURST

Ahmedabad and several other parts of Gujarat on Sunday
received heavy rainfall.  The state will continue to witness
heavy rain for the next three days, MeT officials said. Javed Raja

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 26

AS THE country paid rich trib-
utes to martyrs on the 16th an-
niversary of the Kargil conflict,
veterans, widows and disabled
soldiers intensified their protest
demanding for the implementa-
tion of One Rank One Pension
(OROP) scheme.

The day began with Army’s
blade-runner Maj D P Singh run-
ning 11 km with a prosthetic leg,
while social activist and former
Armyman Anna Hazare joined
the protests at Jantar Mantar. Ex-
servicemen have been sitting on
indefinite fast since June 15 de-
manding immediate implemen-
tation of OROP. 

The events at Jantar Mantar
coincided with Defence Minister
Manohar Parrikar and the serv-
ice chiefs laying wreath at Amar
Jawan Jyoti. 

“In Kargil, each ofour soldiers
proved more than a 100 of the
enemy. I salute the brave soldiers
who thwarted the evil designs of
the enemy without caring for
their own lives. The Kargil war
was not fought only on the bor-
der but every village, every city

contributed to it,” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said in his
monthly radio programme
Mann ki Baat.

“This war was fought by
those mothers and sisters whose
sons and brothers were in the
battlefield. It was fought by those
girls who had just been married,
those fathers who gave their
sons and felt young themselves
and those sons who had not
even learnt to walk properly
holding the finger of their fa-
thers,” Modi said. Parrikar ac-
companied by Chief of Army
Staff, General Dalbir Singh, Vice
Chief Of Naval Staff, Vice-
Admiral P Murugesan, and Chief
of Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal
Arup Raha, paid homage to mar-
tyrs at Amar Jawan Jyoti.

On Kargil anniv,
veterans raise
pitch for OROP

Anna Hazare takes part in
the demonstration at Jantar
Mantar, Sunday. Ravi Kanojia

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BAREILLY, JULY 26 

JAILED self-styled godman
Asaram’s ashram in
Shahjahanpur has been found
ransacked, police said  Sunday.

Bareilly DIG R K S Rathore
said the incident took place on
Saturday night when the ac-
cused persons entered Asaram’s
ashram in Rudrapur village of
Shahjahanpur district and ran-
sacked his property, besides
burning several books.  A case
has been registered and three
persons have been detained.

The incident took place a day
after Narayan Pandey, a follower
of the self-styled godman, was

arrested in connection with the
murder of Kripal Singh — main
witness in the Asaram rape case
— in Shahjahanpur earlier this
month. Pandey also allegedly ad-
mitted to his role in the murder
and was produced in the court,
which sent him to jail.

On October 7, 2013, angry lo-
cals had ransacked the Asaram’s
ashram in Rajasthan after a fresh
sexual assault case was regis-
tered against him in Gujarat by
two sisters.  On July 10, Kripal
Singh was shot by motorcycle-
borne assailants in Cant police
station area. It came to light dur-
ing interrogation that Singh was
shot by professional shooters
while Pandey and three others
allegedly had hatched the con-
spiracy.

Asaram’s ashram in
UP found ransacked

Sara kin meet Rajnath for early CBI probe
Lucknow: Two days after the UP
government sent its recommen-
dation to the Centre for a CBI in-
quiry into the death of 27-year-
old Sara, wife of SP leader
Amanmani Tripathi,  her family
members met Union Home
Minister Rajnath Singh in Delhi

on Sunday, seeking to speed up
action on the government pro-
posal. Sara’s mother, Seema
Singh, who went to Rajnath’s
residence along with her son
Harsh, said, “I requested him to
get the CBI inquiry initiated as
soon as possible.” ENS


