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W ho says the younger gen-
eration is only interested
in filling their pockets
with moolah? Four ar-

chitecture students from the city’s
premiere architecture institute are
all geared up for an 18-week trip to
Nepal where they will work on de-
signing city planning guidelines
for rebuilding of regions devastat-
ed in the earthquake. 

Anirban Bhattacharya, Amit
Tarte, Pranjal Kulkarni and Jag-
dishkumar Kurapati, students of
Cept University, will be joined for
the United Nations-approved pro-
gramme by Professor Anne Feen-
stra, dean of architecture depart-
ment. While the students will not
be paid a stipend during this dura-
tion, all expenditures will be han-
dled by the UN. 

The four students will leave for
the trip on January 20, said Feen-
stra, who was given the green sig-
nal for the programme in Novem-
ber 2015 after five months of
discussion. The department head
was part of the team from Cept Uni-
versity that had visited Nepal in
2015 as part of their summer
school. “During the summer
school, I had the chance to visit

Sindhupalchowk district, one of
the most densely populated areas
in Nepal and among the most af-
fected too. While there were sever-
al people working on rebuilding
and restoration, there was much to
be done. I decided to approach UN
for a chance to return with select
number of students and aid the
government,” the professor said,
adding the summer trip was bene-
ficial as they learned about the liv-
ing style of the localites. 

During the summer school, the
team of 12 students had given 24
shelter homes to the affected peo-

of their answers by a team compris-
ing deans of other departments
and faculty members.

Of the selected students, while
Amit Tarte (26) is pursuing a Mas-
ters in Architecture, Anirban Bhat-
tacharya (25) is specialising in Mas-
ters of Landscape Architecture
while Pranjal Kulkarni (25) and
Jagdishkumar Kurapati (24) are
studying Masters of Architecture -
Urban Design. 

Jagdish, in fact, was part of the
summer school too. “I was thrilled
and proud to be part of the summer
school and to get a second opportu-
nity to get international exposure
once again is a new challenge.” 

The project will be undertaken
in collaboration with Nepal’s 
Ministry of Urban Development
and the Institute of Engineering,
Tribhuvan University. “The stu-
dents will create guidelines which
will be submitted to the ministry
who will decide whether they are
suitable,” said Feenstra. 

ple. These homes had been made
using money collected from stu-
dents, faculty members and ad-
ministration at the university. 

“As soon as we came to Ahme-
dabad, I wrote the first email to the
UN, expressing the intention of
working further in Nepal. In No-
vember 2015, I was given an ap-
proval to take four students,” add-
ed Feenstra. 

The selection of the students
was done on the basis of their inter-
est — interested students had to fill
up a questionnaire. 

They were judged on the basis
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Students at the Gujarat National Law Society (GNLU),
have been offered an international internship at the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) headquarters in Paris. As per
college authorities, the organisation is going through
the process of sifting through details of shortlisted
candidates to approve internships for two students
who will head to Paris for a period of six months in the
coming year. With these approved internships, GNLU
will be the first law university in the state to offer an
internship from UNESCO, said William Nunes, faculty
member and GNLU Internship and Placement Officer. 

GNLU STUDENTS TO INTERN AT UNESCO Four students of Cept University to design and develop city planning guidelines to help rebuild earthquake affected regions of Nepal

During summer school,
the team of 12 had given
24 shelter homes to the 
affected people. 

(L-R) Pranjal Kulkarni, Jagdish Kurapati, Dean of Architecture Anne Feenstra,
thesis coordinator Beena Tindwani, Anirban Bhattacharya and Amit Tarte
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