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Ahmedabad: City crime
branch officials said on Satur-
day that they would soon initia-
te the process to obtain custody
of Alamzeb Afridi, a member of
Indian Mujahideen (IM) invol-
ved in the serial bomb blasts
that took place in the city on Ju-
ly 26, 2008.

Afridi, 30, was caught by Na-
tional Intelligence Agency
(NIA) from Bengaluru on
Thursday. He used to live in
New Ashiana Society in Juha-
pura, and was one of the few yo-
uths from the city, who had par-
ticipated in the conspiracy. As
per officials, Afridi had conduc-
ted recce in the city identifying
areas where the improvised ex-
plosive devices (IEDs) were to
be planted, and had also planted
a bomb himself on a bicycle at
Narol.

“Afridi is one of those wan-
ted in the case. We would seek
his custody on transfer warrant
for the investigation. Procedure
would be initiated from Mon-
day,” said a senior crime branch
official. Crime branch has so far
arrested 78 accused in the case,
but key accused including the
Bhatkal brothers and Amir Ra-
za Khan are still at large .TNN
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Ahmedabad: It was a
smashing spree for a gang
of thieves riding a car in
the western city parts as
they stole valuables worth
Rs 2 lakh in Vastrapur and
Sola after breaking seven
cars’ windows early on Sa-
turday morning. The eye-
witnesses said that the thi-
eves were riding a black car
with Maharashtra regi-
stration number.

According to Vastrapur
police, Paresh Patel, a resi-
dent of Gulab Tower, had
come to a temple near Vast-
rapur police station at 7.30
am on Saturday. When he
returned, he found his car
window smashed and a bag
stolen. He approached a ne-
arby police station and re-
gistered a complaint. After
half an hour later, he got a
call informing that his bag
had been found from anot-
her smashed car near Spi-
pa. The thieves could not
find anything valuable in

these cars.
At 10 am, Niyati Patel, a

resident of Lakshmi Apart-
ment in Naranpura, went
to fetch some goods from
her parked car outside
Mangaldeep Party Plot in
Sola when she found that a
total of five cars’ windows
had been smashed. The eye-
witnesses confirmed that it
was a handiwork of the
same gang riding the black
car. 

“The thieves stole eve-
rything they could lay their
hands on — ranging from
laptops to make-up kits —
in the cars. We’ve found the
registration number of the
car from eye-witnesses on
the basis of which investi-
gation has been launched.
We suspect that the gang in-
volved in all these cases is
the same,” said a Sola poli-
ce official. 

The officials said they
have got a case involving in-
ter-state thieves using car
and targeting parked cars
for the first time. 

Thieves smash 7
cars’ windows,

steal `̀2 lakh Ahmedabad: A team of local
crime branch (LCB) of Ahmed-
abad rural police caught four
members of Dahod-based
‘Khajuriya Gang’ and recove-
red valuables worth Rs 27.53
lakh. Police have recovered ma-
jority of the valuables from a
receiver of stolen goods based
in Dahod. According to LCB of-
ficials, a team was tipped off
about the group involved in
thefts, and caught the alleged
culprits from near Shilaj Circle
earlier this week. Rs 2.27 lakh
in cash, along with silver orna-
ments and four wrist-watches
valued in total at Rs 2.41 lakh
was seized from the group
when they were caught.

The four were identified as
Kanti Minama, 22, Naresh Mi-
nama, 22, Sukhram Minama,
all residents of Khajuriya, Da-
hod, and Shankar Parmar, 22, a
resident of Dhanpur, Dahod. 

S N Chaudhari, inspector of
LCB, said that during questio-
ning, the accused confessed to
30 thefts committed in Bopal,
Sarkhej, Gandhinagar, Kuda-
san, Junagadh, Vanthali, Ma-
navadar, Maliya Hatina, Jetpur
and Padadhari in past six
months. TNN
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Ahmedabad: A metropolitan
court on Saturday issued sum-
mons to Lajpore jail authoriti-
es to produce Patidar quota
stir leader Hardik Patel on Fe-
bruary 8, following the failure
of Surat cops to follow the
summons issued on Decem-
ber 18.

The court has been issuing
summons for producing Har-
dik regarding offences under
Section 121 (treason), 121A
(conspiracy for treason), 124A
(sedition) and 153A (causing
enmity between communiti-
es) of the IPC. Interestingly,
the HC, on December 2, had
dropped Sections 121 and 153A
of IPC against Hardik.Even
the chargesheet filed in this
case by the city crime branch
did not mention Section 121
and 153A of the IPC. But his
production was sought under
these charges, too. TNN

Hardik not
produced 
in court

Ahmedabad: A sessions
court at Mirzapur rural co-
urt campus exonerated po-
lice inspector F M Qureshi
in connection with case re-
garding the bomb planting
near Gujarat
high court cam-
pus, when the
cop was the se-
curity in-char-
ge of the premise.

Qureshi’s acquittal
highlighted gross negli-
gence by the investigators
as proper forensic reports
were not obtained and the
sanction to prosecute the
cop was also found to be de-
fective by the court.

In this controversial
case, Qureshi was arres-
ted for planting a crude
bomb near the court cam-

pus and feigning to have fo-
und discovered it on De-
cember 20, 2012. It was alle-
ged that he did this to gain
sympathy fearing a crimi-
nal case of sexual abuse by
a female army officer. Qu-
reshi allegedly confessed

to this during
investigation
of the rape
charges.

During
the trial, it was revealed
that instead of the district
magistrate, sanction for
criminal prosecution ca-
me from his subordinate
officer who is not authori-
zed to grant such sanction.
According to Qureshi’s la-
wyer, Saad Khan, the sanc-
tion letter from govern-
ment reflected certain de-
tails that never came on re-
cord during probe.

Ex-HC security
officer acquitted

A five-year-old girl died after falling off third floor of a building on
Friday evening. According to Chandkheda police, Aanshi Joshi, 5, a
resident of Samved Status, IOC Road, Chandkheda, attempted
opening a sliding window pane at her third floor residence at 5 pm.
She lost balance and fell from the window sustaining severe injuries.
She was taken to a nearby hospital where she died during treatment
at 6.50 pm. Police have registered a case of accidental death.

Cash, valuables stolen: Cash and valuables worth Rs 1.7 lakh were
reported stolen from a residence in Vastrapur. According to a
complaint by Asha Navneet, a resident of Savira Apartment, an
unidentified person broke into her residence between 2 pm and 4
pm on January 21, and stole gold ornaments along with Rs 60,000
cash from a safe. She has lodged a complaint for theft with Vastra-
pur police.

PUNCH-NAMA

Girl dies in fall from third floor

Ahmedabad: Addicts of
poppy capsules have mo-
ved Gujarat high court
against the state govern-
ment’s decision of impo-
sing complete ban on the
addictive substance on the
ground that poppy con-
sumption is their funda-
mental right.

The decision to prohi-
bit poppy capsules from
March has been questio-
ned by some addicts from
Surendranagar and Ba-
naskantha districts, whe-
re poppy consumption is
higher compared to other
places in the state. Petitio-
ners’ counsel P J Kanabar
has raised contention that
complete prohibition on
poppy capsules would vio-
late the users’ fundamen-
tal rights including the
Right to Life under Article
21 of the Constitution.

It was argued that the
complete prohibition is
against the law because

Gujarat Poppy Capsule Ru-
les, 1963 still exists and the
petitioners purchase and
consume poppies as per ru-
les 4 and 5. 

They can take 100 gram
poppy capsules and to obta-
in more quota, a license is
required, which is valid for
three years. 

Since there is no change
in these rules, the permits
to use the substance can-
not be withdrawn by put-
ting complete ban on it.
The users are taking it un-

der medical advice.
In response to the peti-

tions, the government sub-
mitted that addiction can-
not be considered a funda-
mental right and decision
of complete ban is in good
of the society.

The petitioners have ci-
ted the Supreme Court’s
order that allowed opera-
tion of hookah bars in the
city. They argued that the
government does not have
any prohibitory powers
though it invokes Section
10 of the NDPS Act because
this too provides for cont-
rol and regulation of the
substance and not prohibi-
tion.

It was also argued that
the government’s move for
complete prohibition may
have good intention, but it
cannot do it by a stroke of
pen and leave addicts wit-
hout any other arrange-
ments or scope of rehabili-
tation.

Further hearing in this
case is on February 5.

Poppies: Addicts
move HC against ban

Ahmedabad: The state di-
rector general of police
(DGP) P C Thakur held a me-
eting with senior officials
and deputy superinten-
dents of police (DSPs) of
SC/ST cells active at dis-
trict and commissionerate
levels on Saturday, for imp-
lementation of Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities)
Amendment Act 2015, which
is effective from January 1. 

Experts see the move in
the light of the recent agita-
tions for reservations as of-
ficials also discussed ways
to set up an intelligence net-
work to prevent group clas-
hes and untoward incidents
involving members of the
SC and ST communities.

“The meet was convened
to discuss salient points
unique to the amended Act
and its provisions to entrust
DSPs with implementation
of the Act. They were asked
to create a network in the SC
and ST groups to help them
in all matters of social justi-
ce. The DSPs were also as-
ked to participate in the ini-
tiative from February 15 to
educate underprivileged
kids at four police training

schools in Gujarat,” said a
senior state police official.

A press release from the
DGP’s office said it had writ-
ten a letter to the registrar
of Gujarat high court in No-
vember 2014 about the pen-
dency of atrocity cases. On
the basis of the letter, the
HC directed had state courts
by its letter on December 16,
2015. Special courts for hea-
ring atrocity cases will now
be established, said the rele-
ase.

“There will be a quarter-
ly meeting of stakeholders
to review pending cases and
their reasons,” said an offi-
cial. 

Police to review
pending atrocity

cases each quarter
Ahmedabad: Bihar governor Ram-
nath Kovind said on Saturday that the
first prime minister of India, Jawahar-

lal Nehru, and Dr B R
Ambedkar, had diffe-
rent ideas on social re-
naissance and uplift-
ment of the drown-trod-
den community. Spea-
king at the inauguration

session of a national conclave on ‘The In-
fluence of Ideology of Dr B R Ambedkar
on Marginal Literature’ at Gujarat Na-
tional Law University (GNLU), Gandhi-
nagar, Kovind said that some people
think that Babasaheb Ambedkar did not
contribute to the freedom struggle, but
they do not consider his contribution to
society at large.

People thought that only Jawaharlal
Nehru and Mahatma Gandhi contribu-
ted in the fight for India’s freedom, but
Ambedkar fought for social equality and
upliftment of dalits, as he believed that
even freedom of the country would not
free the oppressed class from the shack-
les of social evils like untouchability
and inequality, Kovind said. 

The Bihar governor said further that
when Nehru had introduced the Hindu
Code bill, Babasaheb had opposed it be-
cause the controversial law would have
deprived women from getting right to
property. Ambedkar believed that rights
of both genders should remain the same
in democracy, but Nehru was of the view
that such social ideologies were not fea-
sible in India. He said adding that this be-
came the reason why Ambedkar resig-
ned from the Nehru cabinet. TNN

Nehru, Ambedkar
differed on social
renaissance, says

Bihar governor

Ahmedabad: The city police
issued a notification on Satur-
day banning vehicle drivers
from taking right turns at Pak-
wan crossroads on SG road. As
per the notification, from Fe-
bruary 1to 7, vehicles would not
be allowed to take right turns at
the crossroads from 9 am to 11
am and 5 pm to 9 pm.

After the trial period, the
scheme may be implemented
permanently to prevent frequ-
ent traffic jams at the crossro-
ads . Senior officials said that a
vehicle coming from Judges’
Bungalow will not be allowed to
turn towards Thaltej, while ve-
hicles coming from Sindhu
Bhavan will also not be allowed
to turn towards Iscon crossro-
ads. The officials said that a per-
son will have to take a U-turn af-
ter moving straight or turning
left. TNN

No right turn
at Pakwan
crossroads

National seminar on 
“influence of ideology of Dr B 
Ambedkar on marginal 
literature; 9.30m; Gujarat 
National Law University

Kavi 
Sammelan; 7pm; Conflictorium,
Gool Lodge, Delhi Chakla

Guidance
workshop for students 
preparing for GATES; 11am;
Bhaikaka Bhavan, Law Garden

Poompuhar 
mega craft bazaar; 11am;
Sartheshwar Mahadev Ground, 
Law Garden

Exhibition on the architecture 
of Le Corbusier’s; 10.30am; 
ATMA House, Ashram Road

Architecture exhibition 
‘Process and rigour of making
5.30pm’ CEPT University, 
Navrangpura

Kavi sammelan ‘Hasya Tarang
8pm; Old Raj Bhavan, Shahibaug

Free health check-up
camp; 9am; Swaminarayan 
Temple, Jivraj Park

Awareness camp on the 
importance of eradication of 
malnutrition; 9am; Ramapir 
Tekra, Near Nava Vadaj
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PENDENCY OF ATROCITY 
CASES IN GUJARAT

More than 10 years

 SC 482 ST 146  
3 to 10 years

SC 1,578 ST 237

BOMB PLANTING
CASE 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Gujarat high
court ordered an underage
youth, who was behind bars
on rape charges, to marry
the rape survivor, and ac-
cordingly he married the
girl two days ago.

The marriage was one of
the conditions on which 20-
year-old rape accused, Am-
rut Waghela, was granted
bail by the high court. The
marriage has not been regis-
tered with the registrar, be-
cause the groom has not yet
attained 21 years of age --
when law allows boys to get
married in India. 

In the instant case, Wagh-

ela, a resident of Mahemda-
bad, had eloped with a minor
girl last year, and an FIR
against him was registered
with Nikol police for abduct-
ing a minor by allurement
from her guardian’s custody
as well as rape. Upon the cou-
ple’s return, the accused was
arrested and sent to Sabar-
mati Central Jail.

Waghela sought bail from
city sessions court, which in
September last year, turned
down his bail plea by reject-
ing the arguments made by
the girl’s family members
that if the accused would not
marry the girl, her future
would be bleak. The girl was
still a minor, then.

Waghela moved the HC as

soon as the girl turned 18.
The girl submitted before
the HC that she had no prob-
lem in marrying Waghela.
The accused, too, promised
to marry the girl.

After hearing the case,
Justice AJ Desai ordered
Waghela released on bail on
furnishing a bond of Rs
10,000. The court also im-
posed a condition on Waghe-
la that he “shall marry with
the prosecutrix within a pe-
riod of two months from the
date of his actual release”.
The order was passed on Ja-
nuary 5.

Following the HC order,
the wedding took place two
days ago, said a lawyer in-
volved in the case.

For bail, underage accused
marries rape survivor
Saeed.Khan

@timesgroup.com
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