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HEALTHCARE

CENTRE TOREPLICATEGUJARAT SCHEMES

Union Health Minister J P Nadda said the Centre is working on plans to replicate
some health-related schemes and programmes run by the Gujarat government at
pan-India level.

GUJARAT
CONFIDENTIAL

MANFORALL

SEASONS
After 38 years of service,
senior-most Gujarat
cadre IAS officer and
chairman & MD of
Gujarat State Fertilizers &
Chemicals Ltd S K Nanda
retired from the service.
He leaves behind tonnes
of work experience and
aspires to continue his
work in variety of fields,
including the subject
closest to his heart —
tribal development.
Looking back at his serv-
ice, Nanda calls some of
the works that he initi-
ated like renovation of
Ambaji Temple and the
area around it through a
special town planning
scheme, and water con-
servation work in
Banaskantha and the
Panchmahals as “tangible
delights”.  Nanda’s junior
D J Pandian superseded
him as chief secretary of
the state. When asked if
he regrets this, Nanda
says, “Yes, being a senior
most officer, I think con-
ventionally I should have
been appointed as the
chief secretary. But, I
think it’s not my loss.”

ONEMORE

FEATHER
The Gujarat government
appointed Nathubhai
Sosa as a member of the
Gujarat Public Service
Commission. Sosa, a na-
tive ofBhavnagar district,
has served at the  SMC
and the Gujarat Sched-
uled Caste Development
Corporation. He is also
vice-president of the
Dalit Indian Chamber of
Commerce & Industry.

ALLINHIS

NAME
Breaking from the cus-
tom of mentioning a list
oftop elected office-bear-
ers of the AMC in key
public communications,
Ahmedabad Mayor
Gautam Shah has started
issuing press releases in
his name. He excluded
other important elected
leaders like the standing
committee chairman,
deputy mayor and leader
of the party. After laying
ofthe foundation stone of
a sewage treatment plant
by CM Anandiben Patel at
Shahwadi Saturday, the
Mayor issued the release
in his name. This is prob-
ably for the first time that
a mayor has asserted his
power over publicity de-
partment of the AMC.

S K NANDA
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RAISING CONCERNSover lack of
equal opportunities to all castes
and communities, Gujarat
Governor O P Kohli Sunday said
that B R Ambedkar exhorted
shiksha, sangathan and sangharsh
for the uplift of Dalits.

While speaking at the vale-
dictory session of the national
seminar on the ‘influence of ide-
ology of Dr B R Ambedkar on
Marginal literature’ at Gujarat
National Law University in
Gandhinagar, Kohli said, “Dr
Ambedkar said that give equal
opportunities, this will give
equality of all communities.
Today it has been over 65 years
since the Constitution came into
force. The Constitution accepts
the principle of equality, but on

ground people do not get equal
opportunities. People are not
getting equal opportunities
while our Constitution talks of
equality. How equality will come
if equal opportunities are not
available?”   

Further speaking on closing
of the two-day seminar organ-
ised in celebration of125th birth
anniversary ofAmbedkar by the
state social justice and empow-
erment department along with

Gujarat Sahitya Akadami, Kohli
said, “Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar
realised that only political power
will not empower Dalit commu-
nity. Our constitution already
empowers them with voting
rights. For their empowerment,
he gave three rules to be fol-
lowed — shiksha, sangathan and
sangharsh (education, organise
and struggle). As he empowered
himselfthrough education only.”

State social justice and em-
powerment minister Ramanlal
Vora, Gujarat Sahitya Akademy
chairperson Bhagyesh Jha and P
G Jyotikar, chairman of the
Buddhist Society of India were
also present during the valedic-
tory session. 

Speaking on Dalit literature,
Bhagyesh Jha said that pain is the
life element of Dalit literature
which can also be called a docu-
ment of this pain.  

Ambedkar exhorted 3S mantra
for Dalit uplift, says Governor

O P Kohli

40 taken ill after lunch at wedding
Ahmedabad: Over 40 people, in-
cluding 11 children, were taken
ill Sunday after they had lunch at
a wedding at Pirana village on
the city outskirts. The victims
complained of stomachache af-

ter reaching their homes.
According to  Dr Bhavin

Solanki, AMC Medical Officer
(Health), those who fell ill had
lunch at a wedding in
Saiyedvado locality ofthe village.

Three patients were referred to
Infectious Diseases Hospital in
Behrampura and 22 were sent to
V S Hospital, he said. The others
were yet to reach hospital when
the report last came. ENS
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PATIDAR QUOTA stir leader
Hardik Patel has threatened to
launch another round of agita-
tion for reservation under OBC
category and accused the
Gujarat government of “failing”
to resolve the main issue.

In a letter addressed to Chief
Minister Anandiben Patel on
Saturday, Hardik, lodged in Surat
jail, said if the issue was not
sorted out soon the BJP will face
the “wrath” of the Patels in 2017
Assembly elections.

The copies of letter were
made public Sunday by his
lawyer.

Hardik, who had spear-
headed the quota stir last year,
also “welcomed” the decision of

the state government to with-
draw non-serious cases regis-
tered against Patel youths.

“I welcome your decision to
withdraw cases against innocent
Patel youths. However, the main
issue, for which we have taken
the path of agitation, is yet to be
resolved by you. There is no
word about that issue from the
BJP-led state government yet,”
Hardik wrote.

The 22-year-old, who is fac-
ing sedition charges, asked the
CM to expedite the process to re-

lease him as well as other jailed
quota leaders.

“At present, our main de-
mand is that all the jailed lead-
ers should be released immedi-
ately. Patel youths are very angry
and ready to start the next round
ofagitation. And, if that happens,
no one can stop us from keeping
BJP away from power in 2017,”
he stated.

Hardik also invited the CM to
have a “healthy talk” on the
reservation issue once Patel
leaders are released from jail.

“I am not against you or the
BJP. Patels also wish that power
remains with a good leader and
party. However, it is time you
take a decision in favour of Patel
community. I request you to re-
lease jailed leaders and engage
in talks with us to arrive at solu-
tion,” he added. 

In letter to Anandiben, Hardik
threatens second round of stir

Hardik asked the CM to

expedite the process to

release him as well as

other jailed quota

agitation leaders

Ahmedabad:MoS for Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises Giriraj
Singh, who was in the city on
Sunday to attend a private event,
said people are not in favour of a
“populist” budget. PTI

PEOPLE DO NOT WANT
POPULIST BUDGET: GIRIRAJ


