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IT IS not often that an in-
stitute decides to 
‘not invite’ the me-
dia to its annual 
convocation. But 
Shanti Business 
School did exactly 
that. Amid the affili-
ation controversy, 
the institute chose 
to keep the media at 
bay during the con-
vocation for PGDBM graduates. “It was a small and internal event,” stated an offi-
cial. However, a source on campus suggested that the idea was to keep all un-
pleasant questions related to affiliation at bay by not inviting the media. “Every 
year, the press is invited. But this year the institute did not want any unpleasant 
questions relating to the affiliation of its 3-year BBA course. It’s better to be away 
from the limelight at such crucial time,” stated the source.

OFF THE RECORD

NEWSMAKERS

@GFSU
DR REJANI TG, a faculty member at Institute of Be-

havioural Sciences has written a handbook 
named Handbook of research on diagnosing, 
treating, and managing intellectual disability. 
The handbook has been selected by an interna-
tional publisher, IGI, in April 2016.

WHAT’S BUZZING

NOT HAPPY WITH CELEBS
IT MAY be a proud moment for the students of CEPT when they get to undertake 

class projects designing houses of some of the well-known Indian celebrities like 
Big B and Sachin Tendulkar. But do these projects mean anything beyond 
grades? The buzz around the campus is that students are now asking whether 

the institute is re-
ally helping them 
think and im-
prove their skills 
of imagination or 
is simply using 
them to stay in 
news by making 
them create mod-
els of celebrity 
houses.

@IITG
NIHAR RANJAN Mohapatra, a faculty member of 

the Indian Institute of Technology Gandhina-
gar (IITGN), has received the “Young Faculty 
Research Fellowship” from the Department of 
Electronics and Information Technology (Dei-
tY) of Ministry of Communications and IT, Gov-
ernment of India.

TAKING BREAK FROM MEDIA

Lesson in self-reliance

Lending a helping hand

{ SANITARY PAD-VENDING MACHINES, 
COMPUTERS, SEWING CLASSES
BY: Central University, Gandhinagar
STARTED IN: 2015

A
yesha Teli, a class 8 student, does 
not need to worry if she does not 
carry sanitary napkins with her. 

All she has to do is insert Re 1 coin in 
a sanitary pad vending machine at the 
school and her problem is solved. 
Tulsi Kangasia, Ayesha’s classmate, 
knows she will not be able to study 
after class 8 as her mother wants her 
to take care of her younger sibling and 
pregnant sister-in-law. But that does 
not stop her from acquiring skills that 
could help her earn a livelihood. So, 
she reaches school at 10 am for the 
sewing and stitching class. These stu-
dents of Government School-1 in 
Gandhinagar’s Sector 29 find them-

selves to be lucky. A team of students 
led by Prof Ishmeet Kaur and Litty 
Denis of Central University, located 
just across the street, have been help-
ing the students get the best of facili-
ties and education. The students here, 
who come from slum areas, are able to 
form complete sentences in English 
and operate the computer like an 
expert. The varsity donated 20 unused 
computers to set up a computer centre 
at the school. A dozen sewing 
machines here teach girls to be self-
reliant if they drop out of school. The 
idea, first mulled by Denis, aimed at 
giving varsity students an exposure to 
social work. 

T
here isn’t better group than 
Utkarsh to work for the physically 
challenged, claim students of St 

Xavier’s College. Apart from helping 
NGOs and disadvantaged children, 
Utkarsh is committed to helping the 
handicapped. The college itself has 
around 42 physically challenged peo-
ple, whose needs like travel fares, 
printouts for study material and writ-
ers for exam are taken care of by the 
volunteers. 

Utkarsh has been approached by 
students of L D College of Arts, Shri H 

K Arts College and Sahajanand Arts & 
Commerce College for writing exams. 
It has sent volunteers to write exams 
for more than 30 students this year 
and the response has been very 
encouraging, say the students. 
Jitendra Charan, a member of Utkarsh 
said, “I have been with the committee 
for the past four years and I know 
what problems I face as a disabled. So, 
when I am able to do something for 
others like me, it is immensely satisfy-
ing.” Mit Patel, another member of 
Utkarsh, said, “Here, I have seen peo-
ple with different kinds of disabilities. 
Many of them have left me in tears 
with their determination and their 
will to live. It is this fire in them to 
excel despite odds that motivates me.”

F
acilitating employee 
and sales management 
for a transparent work-
ing method, a 23-year-
old student of the 

Dhirubhai Ambani Institute of 
Communication and 
Technology (DAICT) has 
launched an Android-based 
mobile application dubbed 
Sales Tracker. The app functions 
just as the name suggests — by 
tracking employees and their 
sales targets, the startup 
is said to be perfect for an 
industry or a product-based 
company. 

“The app cuts down on time 
wasted in manually entering 
details of each employee, check-
ing on their location and their 
work. It also helps the employer 
keep a tab on the location of 
his/her employees and remain 
updated with their work to 
ensure the targets are achieved,” 
said Shaswat. On the employee 
front too, the app reduces work 
as the employee can update his/
her work updates on the app 
allowing their reporting heads 
to stay in the loop. “Employees 
can also add their work reports 
in the app cutting down on the 
time required to manually cre-
ate the reports and sending 

them to their bosses,” the 
Bachelor of Technology (BTech) 
added. 

Launched at the beginning 
of the new year, Sales Tracker 
will be made available in 
Google Store from May and is 
already popular among the 
employees of a leading pharma-
ceutical company. “Including 
the company  employees, we 
have around 1,000 users and I 
am sure the usage will expand 
to other sectors and find more 
users,” said the 23-year-old, 
who self-funded the application 
and is looking forward to the 
startup being incubated by the 
centre at his college. 

“I want to tweak my applica-
tion so that it can be used by 
other sectors like insurance and 
even banking. Future plans 
include making a desktop appli-
cation and customising it for 
users of Windows phones,” said 
the startup mastermind. 

STARTUP CORNER
You can write in to us at amcampusbeat@gmail.com

INITIATIVE NAME: SALES TRACKER

On tracking mode
A mobile app by a 23-year-old student allows employers to 
access details of their employees on the go and keep a track 
of target achievement to enable transparent work method 

COME, TELL US. WE ARE ALL EARS!
Do you have an achievement that you want to crow about? Are you sitting on a minefield of campus gossip? 
Are you in on what's 'trending' in your institute? Then write to us and we will give it the place it so rightfully 
deserves. To be featured, send details and photographs to amcampusbeat@gmail.comCAMPUS BEAT ALPHA COLLEGE SHOWCASES WINNING SPIRIT IN SPORT FEST

As a part of Diploma Sport Festival – Spirit 2015-16, the zonal cricket tournament for Gandhinagar-Ahmedabad zone, hosted by Alpha College of Engineering and Technology was 
held from April 7-15. The tournament witnessed the zealous participation of teams from various colleges. The champion of the tournament was the team of Alpha College of Engi-
neering & Technology with B S Patel Polytechnic team, GNU, Kherva, securing a runner-up position.

Joy of 
giving

Creating dreams
{ SAMBHAV

BY: Dhirubhai Ambani Institute of Information 
and Communication Technology (DAIICT)
STARTED IN: 2013

B
esides helping their students 
get fatter pay cheques, the 
institute also works for the 

development of underprivileged 
kids through their initiative called 
Sambhav. A total of 15 students 
who are part of the initiative, dis-
tribute clothes, books and other 
gifts to slum children in 
Gandhinagar. They also make 
weekly visits to Special Children’s 
Home and School for Deaf and 
Mute children.

Jay Shah, a member of 
Sambhav, said, “We recently got 
unused bicycles on campus 

repaired and refurbished and rent-
ed these out to the DAIICT stu-
dents for Rs 5 per hour. Called 
Cyclon, the eco-friendly practice 
was enthusiastically received by 
all students. It was launched to 
make other students aware about 
the benefits of a healthy lifestyle 
and cleaner environment. The 
money collected was used to gift 
chocolates to the poor kids on 
Children’s Day.” 

Sambhav does not accept mon-
etary donation and runs through 
funds received by conducting sale 
of old books on DAIICT campus. 

G
NLU students believe that education is a 
person’s best friend. Recently, they set up a 
library for the underprivileged at Koba in 

association with the Kalam Library initiative and 
Safai Vidhyalaya, Environment and Sanitation 
Institute, Sughad. The LSC also manages the day-
to-day running of the library which involves 
issuing of books and the maintenance of the 
reading room. The books have been donated by 
students of GNLU, the Kalam Initiative and 
Geer Foundation. These books are taken by the 
underprivileged kids and returned by evening. 
The library already has over 250 books. Akshay 
Kharbanda, student convener said, “The biggest 
challenge in setting up the library was convinc-
ing the village panchayat and getting the infra-
structure for the library ready. We were successful 
in setting up the library due to the immense 
support by Koba Primary School.” 

{ I AM KALAM
BY: Gujarat National Law University
STARTED IN: 2016

Gift of books

FOUNDER: SHASHWAT TRIPATHI (23)

Shaswat's future plans 
include making a desktop 
application and customizing it 
for users of Windows phones

{ UTKARSH
BY: St Xavier’s College
STARTED IN: 2006

@CEPT
THE RESEARCH thesis ‘The Unfolding Creative 

Order: A study of Padmanabhapuram Palace’ 
by Ajay K Jacob (MArch Theory and Design), 
won a ‘commendation in IIA National Awards 
2015, for Excellence in Architecture, in the 
category Research Studies’. His guide is 
Meghal Arya, Associate Professor, Faculty of 
Architecture.

INPUTS BY ANSHIKA 

PICS: MANISH MISTRY, ANCELA JAMINDAR

The app cuts down 
on time wasted in 
manually entering 
details of employees

INPUTS BY ANSHIKA

Young minds in varsities are going 
all out to give back to society by 
empowering the marginalised, 
find out Niyati Rana and Anshika 
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