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10-11COME, TELL US. WE ARE ALL EARS!
Do you have an achievement that you want to crow about? Are you sitting on a minefield of campus gossip? 
Are you in on what's 'trending' in your institute? Then write to us and we will give it the place it so rightfully 
deserves. To be featured, send details and photographs to amcampusbeat@gmail.comCAMPUS BEAT SUMMER SCHOOL AT IIT-GN GETS TREMENDOUS RESPONSE

Students and faculty members from across the country arrived at IIT-Gn to learn basic engineering courses. The four-week-long summer school at the institute began on June 6 with 
almost 50 per cent of its participants coming from outside Gujarat. The summer school has received 190 participants including faculty members and students of various institutes 
from across the country. Out of this 90 participants have come from various other states including Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra, MP, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Kerala

OFF THE RECORD

USHERING WINDS OF CHANGE?

The Amdavadi 
experience

I
f one was to spot this MA student walk 
up to a vegetable vendor, pick up a veg-
gie and ask ‘kitne ka’, one would mis-
take her for an India. Mangolian 

national Narangerel made it a point to 
learn some essential Hindi phrases when 
she came to city to pursue higher educa-
tion so that she wouldn’t be cheated. She 
says, “I have mastered a few phrases and 1 
to 50 in Hindi. So, when I go to the mar-
ket, I try to shop in Hindi so that the ven-
dor doesn’t discover that I am not an 
Indian and charge me high. However, any-
thing that is more that Rs 50, and I am lost 
since I can’t count above 50 in Hindi. 
Then the shopkeeper discovers by ruse.” 

She finds Amdavadi climate "too hot" 
but loves to gorge on  kesar ladoos and 
Punjabi panner sabji. 

Language of 
kindness

{NARANGEREL
OTAGONBAYAR, 25
INSTITUTION: Central University 
of Gujarat, Gandhinagar
COURSE: MA in English
COUNTRY: Mongolia

Closer to history

{
W

hen Nishanti 
came to 
Ahmedabad to 
pursue a 

Masters in social work, 
her biggest concern was 
the language. But all her 
worries came to naught 
as her classmates stepped 
in and acted as translators 
as well as tutors, helping 
her to overcome the lan-
guage barrier. She says, “We 
travel to interior pockets of 
Ahmedabad, trying to help 
underprivileged. Language was 
my biggest concerns but my 
classmates have helped me thor-
oughly.”

Having been to Delhi, Nishanti 
says that Ahmedabad is far better than 
the Capital. “Here, people do not discrimi-
nate or try to take advantage of you. In fact, 
when they come to know that I am from Sri 
Lanka, the conversation becomes all the more 
interesting,” she says. 

T
his 21-year-old came to India 
to pursue Automobile 
Engineering and fell in love 
with the country’s culture 

and people. For Filiphos, who is 
studying at LD Engineering, one of 
the major attractions in the city is 
the Sabarmati Ashram, abode of 
Mahatma Gandhi. He says, 
“Sabarmati Ashram has a mysteri-
ous pull for me. I have grown up 
reading about the non-violence 
theory of Gandhi. To know that 
this is the place where Gandhiji 
lived and spearheaded the freedon 
struggle makes me feel closer to 
history. I feel at peace here.”

In a place where anything for-
eign is a matter of great curiosity, 
Filiphos doesn’t mind the inquisi-
tive stares or, at times, intrusive 
questions. “I am mesmerized by 
the people and the culture. 
Especially the colourful sarees and 
beautifully applied henna tat-
toos,” he says. 

He is a great fan of Indian festi-
vals like Holi, Diwali and loves 
Bollywood movies. “Even back 
home, I would watch all the 
Bollywood movies I could get my 
hands on. I am a fan of Bollywood 
movies rather than Hollywood,” 
he grins. 

W
hen 20-year-old 
Mohammed Sumon packed 
his bags and left Bangladesh 
to pursue a graduation 

degree from Ahmedabad’s Gujarat 
University, he fully expected to be homesick. 

But he was stumped by the Amdavadi hospitali-
ty and the care showed by his fellow students. He 

says, “I came to know the full extent of Amdavadi 
hospitality when a fellow Bangladeshi student here fell ill. 

Our classmates took her to Limdi so that she could recover at 
one of their houses. Their family took care of her while she 
stayed there. I was astounded as well as overwhelmed that they 
would take a stranger into their house and take such good care 
of her.” 

Ask him about the best aspect of the city and he is quick to 
point out that the city streets are safe event late at night. 
“Once, I went to the riverfront at 2.30 am with my friends and 
we didn’t face any problem,” he said. Sumon is also all praises 
about the city’s transport system and is a fan of the Navratris. 
He says he will always cherish the Ahmedabad experience. 

{ FILIPHOS AYNSA, 21
INSTITUTION: LD College of Engineering
COURSE: Automobile Engineering
COUNTRY: Ethiopia, Africa

Floored by 
hospitality

{

Foreign student pursuing higher education in city colleges talk about 
their tryst with Amdavadi culture and how they have embraced it

NISHANTI ATAPATTU, 28
INSTITUTION: Social Science School, 
Gujarat University
COURSE: Masters in Social Work
COUNTRY: Sri Lanka

WHAT’S BUZZING

BRINGING up the word ‘placements’ 
while conversing with someone 
from the Indian Institute of Man-
agement might bring the conver-
sation to an abrupt end. The B-
school has always been tight-
lipped regarding its placements, 
(thanks to Indian Placement Re-
porting Standards). But the infa-
mous Flipkart episode has shown 

a flip side of the institute. Now, 
the institute is willing to answer to 
media queries which, otherwise, 
would be ignored stating the IPRS 
as a reason. This when the IIMA’s 
audited placement report is not 
yet out! “The recent news reports 
generated debate and IIMA was 
hailed for taking a stand for the 
students’ sake,” said an observer. 

NEWSMAKERS
@GNLU
BIMAL PATEL, GNLU Director 

and Professor of Public In-
ternational Law, has been 
appointed a member (part-
time) of the 21st Law Com-
mission of India. The 21st 
Commission is constituted 
for a period of three years 
from September 1, 2015 to 
August 31, 2018.

@CEPT
JIGNA DESAI, Area Chair 
for Conservation at Faculty 
of Architecture, is appoint-
ed as a Coordinator for the 
National Scientific Commit-
tee (NSC) for Historic Towns 
and Villages at International 
Council for Monuments and 
Sites. It is an association of 
professionals that works for 
the conservation and pro-
tection of cultural heritage 
places around the world.

GUJARAT University Vice Chancellor MN Patel is an engineer and 
had headed noted engineering colleges in the city – The LD En-
gineering College – for a long time. So, when recently the state 
government decided to search for a new VC for the Gujarat 
Technological University, all eyes were on him. A source said, 
“Everyone thought that Patel’s qualification and experience 
made him a perfect candidate to head GTU. But Education 
Minister Bhupendrasinh Chudasama made him the head of the 
search panel, instead.” According to another source, Chudasa-
ma wants Patel to continue at GU and improve its standards. 

FLIP SIDE OF CONTROVERSY

MOHAMMAD SUMON 
PERVES, 20
INSTITUTION: Gujarat University
COURSE: BBA
COUNTRY: Bangladesh

Loving the 
local flavour
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