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Suspense over 
next CS grows

Chief Secretary Ganga Ram
Aloria retires on July 31 unless

he is given an extension. Whether he
will get an extension
or not is the talk of
the state’s bureau-
cracy these days.
If he does not get an
extension, will
additional chief

secretary (finance) J N Singh, who is
next in line to be CS, succeed Aloria?
Or will Union revenue secretary
Hasmukh Adhia prove to be the dark
horse? There is speculation that
Adhia will return to the state to head
Gujarat bureaucracy though the
Centre has given no
indication of this so far.
Adhia belongs to the 1981
batch and is the senior-
most IAS officer of Gujarat
cadre.
The state government has
been tight-lipped on the
matter and this has further heigh-
tened the suspense.
Many in the bureaucracy believe that
chief minister Anandiben Patel is in
favour of giving Aloria an extension
till the 8th Vibrant Gujarat Summit
(VGS) which is to be held in January
2017. She is, however, waiting for the
final nod from the Prime Minister.
Sources said that the state govern-
ment has not yet sent to Delhi a
proposal for extension to Aloria but
there is still time. The situation will be
clear within a week.

Agrawal wants more
after Russia trip
Arvind Agrawal, additional chief

secretary (ACS), industry and
mines, had earlier announced that,

because of his heavy
workload here in
Gujarat, he won’t be
going abroad to
market VGS-2017.
But he has apparent-
ly changed his mind.

He has just returned from a week-
long official tour of Russia during
which he attended the industrial
trade fair, INNOPROM-2016. Earlier,
industries commissioner Mamta
Verma was supposed to visit Russia
but Agrawal himself decided to go
instead.
Now, he has plans for another ex-
tended trip next month during which
he will visit Canada and the US, all
apparently to take part in trade
events. But he hasn’t yet received
approval from the state government
for his August globe-trotting.
Sources said that chief secretary
Ganga Ram Aloria and the Chief
Minister’s Office (CMO) do not consi-
der it appropriate for the ACS, in-

in the scheme is well known.
Principal secretary, civil supply
corporation, Manoj Kumar Das, is
believed to be anchoring efforts with
principal secretary to the CM, S
Aparna, and (for funding) with secre-
tary to government (expenditure),
finance, Sanjiv Kumar.
Sources said that the state govern-
ment has been asked by the Centre to
show effective implementation of the
scheme as Gujarat is the Prime
Minister’s home state. It remains to
be seen whether or not officials are
able to get the state the top rank in
DBT implementation.

Babus may cease
to head PSUs
The Gujarat government is believed

to be toying with the idea of
appointing qualified professionals as
head of various state-owned public
sector units (PSUs) instead of IAS
officers or bureaucrats from other
services.
Chief minister Anandiben Patel has
apparently asked for a report on the
possibility of hiring professionals for
PSUs. Sources said that Gujarat
government is likely to implement its
new policy by hiring professionals for
the post of managing director of
Gujarat Urja Vikas Nigam Ltd (GUVNL)
and other state-owned power compa-
nies.

Upbeat Srinivas plans
to grade collectors
Principal secretary, revenue, K

Srinivas, is upbeat over the
success of the annual 'State Revenue

Officers Conference'.
He now plans to
grade the per-
formance of district
collectors on the
basis of the revenue
reforms they have

implemented.
The district collectors’ conference is
scheduled for July 21. Srinivas has
prepared a to-do list for them to judge
them against quantifiable achieve-
ments in various projects — from the
Prime Minister and the chief mini-
ster’s flagship programmes to organi-
zing file disposal melas, etc.
The central government did not give
its approval to his two major (but
controversial) land bills. But that has
not deterred Srinivas from working on
some new bills that will amend
several decades-old laws. His argu-
ment is that these changes in the law
will overhaul the state’s revenue
administration.
Chief minister Anandiben Patel
herself had recently termed the
revenue department as the ‘most
corrupt’. It remains to be seen whet-
her Srinivas is successful in changing
that image.

make changes in
their work pro-
cedure so that
Gujarat’s national
rank could be
improved. But her
appeal apparently

fell on deaf ears.
Gujarat was ranked first in Ease of
Doing Business last year but had
slipped to the 11th rank this year.
However, after the latest assessment,
the state’s position has improved
slightly to the 9th rank. But the top
rank is a dream which Gujarat cannot
achieve this year.
Hence, most departments have lost
the zeal for the first rank in Ease of
Doing Business. Secretaries were
indifferent even to suggestions for
improving their respective work
procedure made by additional chief
secretary, industry and mines, Arvind
Agrawal.

Gupta cheers state’s
falling birthrate
J P Gupta is delighted that his

department has been successful in
bringing down the state’s population
by promoting birth control measures.

Gupta is currently
commissioner of
health, medical
services and medi-
cal education. He is
also ex officio
principal secretary

to the health and family welfare
department.
Gupta recently made a presentation
on ‘Reducing fertility of Gujaratis and
birthrate in the state’ in which he
praised his department’s efforts at
population control in Gujarat. He also
claimed that within two years, the
state’s population growth will become
stable.
However, many babus do not see
Gupta’s success with the same
optimism. One official said that Gupta
had presented only one side of the
coin.
“What should equally be a cause of
concern is that Gujarat, in the next
few years, will start becoming a state
of aged people. The government
needs to take a long-term view of the
state’s fast-falling birthrate,” the
official said.

Home state 
challenge of DBT
Gujarat’s babus are now under a

new pressure. They are being
urged to show great success in the

implementation of
the Aadhar-linked
‘Direct Benefit
Transfer’ (DBT)
scheme. Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s keen interest

dustry and mines, to stay away from
headquarters for so long as that may
affect VGS preparations and delay
matters related to industry.

New twist in race for
post of R&B secy
Secretary, road and building (R&B)

department, P J Patel, retires at
the end of this month. Till recently, it
was believed that additional secretary
S B Vasava, next in line to Patel,
would succeed the latter as the
department’s secretary without any
hurdles. Vasava is also chief engineer
(highway projects).
But Vasava now finds himself fighting
against his own boss to get his
promotion on time. It turns out that

Vasava and Patel were not
on the best of terms and the
latter has officially sought
at least one year’s extension
for himself.
The rivalry between Patel
and Vasava has split the
R&B department into two

camps. One group is backing Patel
while the other is rooting for Vasava.
If Patel does not get an extension and
Vasava succeeds him, the latter will
have the longest tenure as R&B
secretary as he retires only in 2026.

White elephants 
block Kumar’s way
The new Ahmedabad municipal

commissioner, Mukesh Kumar,
believes that the Ahmedabad munici-

pal corporation is in
a financial mess. He
recently made a
presentation before
senior officers in
which he said that
the AMTS, BRTS, the

riverfront and all major operations of
the civic body are incurring huge
losses while the AMC has few new
sources of revenue.
Sources said that as the riverfront
land and other plots are not attracting
good prices because of the recession,
Kumar is looking for some unortho-
dox ways to generate money to fund
Ahmedabad’s smart city dreams.
For Kumar, the coming months will be
a tightrope walk. With assembly
elections due next year, he is under
great pressure to come up with
achievements that political bosses
can parade to win over voters.

Now, ease of biz thorn
pricks Mamta
Industries commissioner Mamta

Verma is a bit unhappy these days.
She is handling the drive to improve
the state’s national rank in the Ease of
Doing Business.
At the last secretaries meeting, she
requested different departments to
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REPTILE SCARE 
Yogesh Chawda

(From left) A snake was spotted near a bird’s nest atop a tree on Ahmedabad collector’s office campus on Sunday; A team of
fire brigade officials and snake rescuers successfully bagged the reptile after the bird flew away

Ahmedabad:The latest two-day workshop for te-
achers by the Vikram A Sarabhai Community
Science Centre (VASCSC) concluded on July 15.
For two decades, the organization has been provi-
ding hands-on training in innovative do-it-your-
self (DIY) projects to make STEM subjects (Scien-
ce, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) mo-
re engaging. It shows teachers how to involve stu-
dents in activities like model making, using
web-based resources, and other learning activiti-
es.

This time, the DIY projects included a magne-
tic butterfly - made using cardboard, paper cut-
outs, and of course, a magnet – an atom model
made of thermocol, and building blocks for tea-
ching integers, among other ideas. The works-
hop organizers said they intend to conduct 40
such workshops reaching out to 2,000-plus tea-
chers across the state in 2016-17. 

“Science and maths are subjects best under-
stood when applied in real life. So, it’s very impor-
tant that we step out of the theoretical system and
introduce innovative ways of teaching stu-
dents,” said Dilip Surkar, executive director of
VASCSC. “We could’ve sent out training experts
to students directly. But we realized that training
the teachers, instead of the students, has a multi-
plying effect,” he added.

“We need to introduce a simple, cost-effective
and interactive way of teaching kids. Most mo-
dels that we made here can easily be made within

abudget of Rs50,” said Nidhi Sikotra, a science te-
acher of Devadthal primary school. Sikotra had
made a simple respiratory model out of discar-
ded plastic bottles and balloons at the workshop.

VASCSC has also published books and tea-
ching kits on several methods of interactive tea-
ching and crafting of low-cost teaching aids.
“There was a time when government teachers
used maps and chart papers as teaching aids,” sa-
id Lata Torvi, a resource trainer at VASCSC. “Af-
ter this workshop, I am confident handcrafted sci-
ence models would enter classrooms.”

Teachers learn how to
strengthen STEM subjects

Rishmita Aich

Ahmedabad: Are retail inves-
tors returning to stock markets?
A close look at the retail category
subscriptions in recent initial
public offerings (IPOs) points to-
wards renewed interest of retail
investors (individuals) in the sec-
tor. However, retail participation
seems limited only to the primary
market and they continue to re-
main elusive in the secondary
market.

According to data compiled by
Prime Database, as many as six
public offerings hit the market
during the first quarter of 2016-17,
and the retail segment in all the
offerings was oversubscribed. As
against this, three out of five IPOs
in the same quarter last fiscal re-
mained undersubscribed.

The Quess Corp Ltd IPO,
which closed for subscription on
July 1, saw its retail portion over-
subscribed by 34.08 times, while
those of Mahanagar Gas Ltd, Thy-
rocare Technologies Ltd and Ujji-
van Financial Services Ltd's pub-
lic offerings, respectively, witnes-

sed 6.58, 8.29 and 3.80 
times higher biddings from 
individuals.

“The retail participation is
growing, at least that is what the
data suggests. Also, this year we
have seen a good number of quali-
ty IPOs unlike the past couple of
years, when the number was lo-
wer,” said Pranav Haldea, mana-
ging director, Prime Database, a
company which watches the pri-
mary market.

The brokers’ community attri-
butes the higher number of IPOs

and robust listing of shares to re-
newed interest of retail 
investors. 

“Recent IPOs were listed in
premium and many of them are
still being traded at prices above
issue rates. This has caught the
fancy of individual investors.
Apart from this, equity and gold
have offered better returns last
year than debt instruments or re-
al estate,” added K K Gondaliya, a
senior stock analyst with Marwa-
di Share and Finance Ltd.

Retailers always take a cue
from institutional investors,
whose participation has been fa-
irly strong in recent IPOs. “So,
whenever institutional play is
strong in any IPO, retail partici-
pation remains fairly good,” Hal-
dea added.

Brokers also expect the mo-
mentum to continue as some lar-
ge companies are set to launch
their IPOs in the coming months.

As far as the secondary market
is concerned, retail investors are
coming through the mutual funds
route. 

“This is the biggest structural
change that we have witnessed
over the last two years. Retail in-
vestors are not coming directly,
but through the mutual funds ro-
ute, especially because seconda-
ry market trading requires time,
efforts and research, as well as an
understanding of investing in
stock markets,” Haldea stated.

6 IPOs In The 1st
Quarter Of

2016-17 Were
Oversubscribed

Kalpesh.Damor@timesgroup.com

Retail subscriptions in recent IPOs
Company Times 
 subscribed
Quess Corp Ltd* 34.08
Thyrocare Technologies 8.29
L&T Infotech Ltd* 7.39
Mahanagar Gas 6.58
Ujjivan Financial Services 3.80

Source Prime Database, *NSE data

POSITIVE SIGNAL

Primary market gets
retail investor boost 

Ahmedabad: On Sunday
the melodious renditions by
Haji Ustad Shaukat Hussain
Khan (Niyazi) set the mood
for the 100-odd participants
who had turned up for the
first heritage walk of the
TOI-Rediscover Your City
heritage walk series this ye-
ar. The Ustad’s rich voice
wove a heavy brocade of Ag-
ra-Atrauli Gharana over the
visitors gathered at City He-
ritage Centre’s Diwanji-Ni-
Haveli at Manek Chowk on
Sunday. 

It was from here that the
country’s first Jain Herita-
ge Walk had taken off in
2013. 

This year, a unique group
of amateur photographers,
painters, and professionals
like doctors and architects
were part of the TOI walk. 

“This year, visitors saw
live restoration of some of
the Jain temples of the Wal-
led City,” said heritage ex-
pert Girish Gupta. 

The visitors passed by
Mahavir swami Derasar in
Patasha ni pol, Jagvallabh
temple, Sambhavnath, four
other Jain temples in Wag-
han ni pol, followed by Vasu-
pujya temple in Sheikh no
Pado. 

At Jagvallabh
temple, visi-
tors obser-
ved first-
hand how
temple aut-
horities we-
re reviving
the old woo-
den carving
panels. 

“They had neatly preser-
ved them and replaced them
with stone. Now the Jagval-
labh authorities have em-
barked on a project of put-
ting back those old wooden
panels and pillars,” said
Gupta. 

The visitors also recei-
ved an insider’s peek into
the unique and thriving Ja-

in culture in
the Walled
City. Rajiv
Patel of

CHC told
TOI, “It is
now very
impor-

tant that
more people

from the western part
of the city visit the old city.
There are a number of op-
portunities waiting to be ex-
plored. Adaptive reuse of
old pol houses can be the
next economic driver for the
Walled City,” said Patel.

Participants In
The Jain Walk

Get A Glimpse Of
City’s Timeless

Heritage
Paul John@timesgroup.com

Aam Aadmi Party’s (AAP)
state unit said that people
from the state asked ques-
tions on governance and
issues related to electricity
and water tariff to Delhi chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal, in an
hour-long session. Harshil
Naik, Gujarat AAP spokesper-
son, said that various people
made calls, sent messages
and also tweeted to Kejriwal
asking their questions on
various issues. Naik also said
that Gujarat chief minister
Anandiben Patel had never
taken such an initiative.

GNLU organizes blood
donation camp
GNLU Centre for Law and
Society (GCLS) organized the
annual blood donation camp
on the premises of the varsity
as part of its 13th foundation
day celebrations on July 15.
The camp was organized in
collaboration with the Indian
Red Cross Society, Ahmed-
abad Chapter. Over 200
students turned up to donate
blood. Out of 207 registrations
made, 133 could successfully
donate blood.

CITY DIGEST

Questions for
Arvind Kejriwal

TOI

The project shows teachers how to involve students
in activities like model making and using web-based
resources

Ahmedabad: Activists parti-
cipating in the convention at
Gujarat Vidyapith on Sunday
raised the demand for houses
for the poor and sufficient wa-
ges to labourers. The three-day
‘National Convention of Peo-
ple's Struggle for Natural Reso-
urces and Democracy’ being
held to discuss the ‘water, fo-
rests and land crises’, had be-
gun on Saturday.

The speakers said a move-
ment should be launched to se-
cure the rights of farmers to
their agricultural land. They
also demanded that the central
government should rein in
Hindutva elements and end
the ‘hysteria of nationalism’
that is instigating violence. 

Activists from around 35
NGOs have prepared a charter

of demands that will be finali-
zed on Monday, the last day of
the convention.

City-based sociologist
Ghanshyam Shah said that the
states’ policy to attain pro-
gress depends upon the Natio-
nal Economy Policy which, un-
fortunately, is never tailored
for welfare of working class pe-
ople. Rohit Shukla, city-based
economist, said constitutional
institutions like Comptroller
and Auditor-General (CAG)
had become objects of ridicule

in Gujarat. “CAG reports are
tabled in the state assembly at
the last moment so that no dis-
cussion on them can take pla-
ce,” Shukla said.

Vadodara-based environ-
ment activist Rohit Prajapati
said actions taken by the go-
vernment to tackle industrial
pollution were not enough.
“Gujarat Ecology Commis-
sion reports contradict claims
made by former CM Narendra
Modi in his book ‘Convenient
Action’,” Prajapati said.

‘Nationalism hysteria causing violence’ 
Activists Demand

Curbs On Hindutva
Elements
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Haji Ustad Shaukat Hussain Khan (Niyazi) set the mood for cultural
exploration

Sleuths of the state
intelligence have been

keeping watch on the
convention in which
well-known intellectuals of the
city and from Delhi are taking
part. On Sunday, three state IB
officials were seen noting down
details of speeches delivered by
participants.

Cops take notes 
on speeches 

TOI

Activists from around 35 NGOs have prepared a charter of demands that will be finalized on Monday

Trekking through grand Jain
history reveals path of harmony
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