
EXPRESSNETWORK4 WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY, JULY 18, 2016

GIR-SOMNATH DALIT ASSAULT CASE

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RAJKOT, JULY 17

A WEEK after a group of gaurak-
shaks allegedly assaulted seven
Dalits and flogged four of them
publicly in Una taluka of Gir-
Somnath district, the superin-
tendent ofpolice (SP) on Sunday
suspended Una police inspector
and an assistant sub-inspector
(ASI) in charge of the area where
the alleged incident had taken
place. The suspensions came on
the day a member of the
National Commission for
Scheduled Castes (NCSC) met

the victim family on Sunday.
Gir-Somnath SP HR

Chaudhary issued orders sus-
pending Una police inspector NU
Zala and assistant sub-inspector
Kanchanben Parmar with im-
mediate effect on Sunday. “They
have been suspended for dere-
liction of duty. The lady ASI was
in-charge of Kanakhara outpost
in whose jurisdiction the inci-
dent took place. We have previ-
ously suspended two head con-
stables,” Chadudhary told The
Indian Express.

The suspensions comes
around a week after seven Dalits
were allegedly attacked by five

gaurakshaks or cow protection
activists in Mota Samadhiyala
village on July 12. The gaurask-
shaks assaulted the Dalits with
iron pipes, sticks and knife alleg-

ing they were slaughtering a
cow. However, the Dalits said
that the cow had died in a nearby
village and that they were
merely skinning its carcass. But
the attackers pushed four of the
Dalit family in their car, took
them to Una town, tied them to
their car with ropes and flogged
them publicly all the way to Una
police station. As police arrived
on the spot, the five assailants
sped away in their Xylo car.

The SP had said earlier that
they were inquiring into the role
of Una police in the incident.
Two days after the incident,
Chaudhary had suspended head

constables Hardevsinh Parmar,
Kanji Chudasama. While Parmar
was part ofcrime detection team
of Una police, Chudasama was
manning the police station at the
time of the alleged incident.

Meanwhile, Raju Parmar, a
member of NCSC visited the
family members of Balu Solanki
in Mota Samadhiyala village and
raised suspicion over the man-
ner in which the local police han-
dled the entire case. He said he
would demand a probe by some
other agency in the incident.

Police have booked five per-
sons for attempt to murder and
all of them have been arrested.

Medium intensity earthquake strikes Gujarat

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GANDHINAGAR, JULY 17

PARTS OF Surat, Bhavnagar and
Amreli districts of Gujarat, on
Sunday, received an earthquake

at around 9.24 am. The quake
was measured 4.6 on Richter
scale, but no casualty or damage
to property was reported, said an
official release from the Relief
Commissioner.

According to the Relief

Commissioner, epicentre of the
quake was detected near Bhada
village of Kamrej taluka in Surat
district. It added that no District
Emergency Centres in the state
had received any reports ofdam-
age to life or property. Raju Parmar, a member

of NCSC visited the

family members of

Balu Solanki and raised

suspicion over the

manner in which the

local police handled

the entire case

2 cops suspended for dereliction of duty

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW,  JULY 17

CONVICTED JAISH-E-
MOHAMMAD operative
Mohammad Abid on Sunday re-
fused to identify the Meerut
woman who was allowed to
meet him in Lucknow district jail
to verify her claim that he resem-
bles her “missing son”. 

Abid and two other
Pakistanis were handed a life
term on terror charges by a local

court Thursday. Mahesh Devi,
who saw Abid’s photo in a local
daily, told officials that he could
be her son Praveen Kumar, who
went missing in 2006, and had
sought permission to meet Abid
in the district jail.

On Sunday, Mahesh, accom-
panied by her younger son
Pawan Kumar, met Abid in the
presence of security personnel
from the Special Task Force, Anti
Terrorist Squad, intelligence unit
and district jail, Superintendent
of Lucknow district jail

Shashikant Mishra said.
“However, Abid refused to iden-
tify the woman and her son,” he
added. 

“Marks on Abid’s head and
legs were similar to those on
Praveen. His physique matched
my brother’s, and his tone also
seemed to have an influence of
western UP. However, (there
was) another mark on Abid’s
right hand, which was not pres-
ent on my brother,” said Pawan. 

“We believe Abid refused to
identify us because of the pres-

ence of several police officials.
To clear our doubts, we will now
move the court for a DNA test,”
he added.

The UP STF had, in 2007, in-
tercepted a car and caught three
JeM militants from Pakistan —
Mohammad Abid, Mirza Rashid
Beg and Saifur Rehman — with
weapons in Lucknow. They
were convicted on June 30 this
year on charges that they had
come to India to abduct a lead-
ing politician to have key JeM
militants released from prison.

IN SEARCH OF ‘MISSING SON’ 

Jaish man refuses to identify Meerut woman

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, JULY 17

ON HER first visit to Uttar
Pradesh after being declared as
the Congress’ chief ministerial
candidate for 2017 Assembly
elections, Sheila Dikshit Sunday
went back in time by 27 years -
all the way to her party’s year-
long rule in Uttar Pradesh in
1988 to remind people of the
“good” the state has witnessed.

Presenting a united face this
Sunday, as senior leaders accom-
panied Raj Babbar, who officially
took charge as party’s state chief
after a four-hour-long roadshow,

Dikshit said Congress would
“show in the time to come” that
it is “competent enough to form
a government in Uttar Pradesh”.
The huge welcome given to her
team was the “first sign”, she

said.
While all the leaders said

they have “taken a pledge” to
form a Congress government in
2017, Babbar made it a point to
especially thank Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra. Referring to her as
the one who has given “apt reply
to communal forces from time
to time in the past”, Babbar ex-
pressed hope that Priyanka
would continue to do so in the
future as well.

In his first address to work-
ers as the new state president,
Babbar told them to “be ready to
see Priyanka Gandhi ki lalkar,
Sonia Gandhi ka sankalp, and
Rahul Gandhi ka mission”. 

He asked workers to rise
above “politics for your sons and
brothers” and “instead fight for
the respect of the party”.
“Bacchon ke liye nahi, Party ke
samman ke liye,” he said.

While he targeted all the op-
position parties in the state,
Babbar was specially aggressive
in his criticism ofBJP and the rul-
ing Samajwadi Party. Without
naming the latter, he said “the
party began as a‘’socialist pari-
var’ but soon gave up all its so-
cialism to benefit family mem-
bers”. Each member of the
family was “adjusted” - “from
the post of village pradhan to
that in the highest rank”, he said.

In UP, Sheila invokes past, Babbar future

Sheila Dikshit in Lucknow
Sunday. Pramod Adhikari


