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In Loving Memory of

MR. ANTONY SEMENTHY

Expired on: 30.08.1998

You remain in our
Hearts Forever. 
Fondly Remembered by
Family Members.

In Loving Memory of

SUNIL K. NAIR

Expired on 30/08/2011.

We think of  you & you
feel so near in some
small way, every single
day. Memories of  you
come our way. May your

soul rest in peace. From- Chandrika, 
Radhika, Kamal, Kanishka

Ahmedabad: Continuing
its association with the Vi-
brant Gujarat Global Inves-
tors’ Summit, Canada has
agreed to become a partner
country for the next edition
of the biennial event. 

Canada aims to bring the
biggest business delegation
to the summit scheduled to
take place in January 2017.
“We reconfirmed Canada’s
partnership with the Vi-
brant Gujarat Summit and
aim to bring the biggest and
substantial delegation du-
ring the Vibrant Summit in
2017,” said Canada’s high
commissioner to India, Na-
dir Patel, who on Monday
met Gujarat chief minister
Vijay Rupani in Gandhina-
gar.

Around 200 business de-
legates from Canada had
participated in the previous
summit held in 2015. Next ye-
ar, the Canadian delegation
is likely to be even bigger. Ca-
nada is partnering with Gu-
jarat on the fourth consecu-
tive vibrant summit.

“We want to exceed the

last summit’s figure by
bringing the biggest and the
most substantial delegation.
Our people here have been
given a target of bringing
more than 300 business dele-
gates to the summit,” said
the Gujarati origin Canada’s
envoy to Delhi. The UK-born
Patel’s parents hail from
Bharuch in central Gujarat.

The sectors where Cana-
da and Gujarat can collabo-
rate include renewable ener-
gy, agriculture, agri-foods
and technology, oil and gas,
education as well as smart
cities.

“I am the only ambassa-
dor in Delhi who speaks Gu-
jarati. Whenever I meet Pri-
me Minister Narendra Modi

I speak with him in Gujara-
ti,” he said adding that he is
also the first ambassador to
meet Rupani.

According to him, as ma-
ny as 700 Canadian compani-
es are engaged in business
with India and 387 of them
have physical presence in In-
dia. Around 30-40 companies
have physical presence in
Gujarat and prominent
among them are Bombardi-
er, McCain and auto compo-
nent maker Magna Interna-
tional.

“We remain very com-
mitted to Gujarat and the
state remains a priority mar-
ket. Memorandums of Un-
derstanding will also be sig-
ned during the upcoming vi-
brant summit and some ma-
jor announcements are
likely to be made,” Patel sa-
id.

Rupani also highlighted
the investment potential for
the Canadian companies in
Dholera SIR, GIFT City and
Diamond Hira Bourse in Su-
rat during the meeting with
the Canadian high commis-
sioner in Gandhinagar.

Patel visited Indian Insti-
tute of Management, Ah-
medabad (IIM-A), on his one
day visit to Gujarat. Canada
is also looking to enhance
tie-ups with IIM-A. Accor-
ding to him, the premier in-
stitute at present has tie-ups
with five Canadian universi-
ties and institutes.

Becomes A
Partner Country

For The Next
Summit

Canada aims to bring
biggest delegation to VGS 

TOI

As part of the 8th Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit, a Nobel
laureate symposium will be held at Science City in

Ahmedabad. The two-day symposium will begin on January 9,
2017 with a science-based exhibition and it will be followed by two
interactive sessions with Nobel prize winners on January 10.

“At the symposium, the Nobel laureates will discuss social,
economic and scientific innovations for the benefits of common
man and talk on steering innovations to build a better society,”
iNDEXTb, an investment facilitation and promotion organization
of the state government, said in a statement.

The theme of the Nobel laureates’ session will revolve around
innovation and its uses to spur societal benefits, innovation and
economic growth, read the statement. TNN

City to host Nobel laureate symposium

Canada’s high commissioner to India, Nadir Patel, met Gujarat chief
minister Vijay Rupani in Gandhinagar on Monday

Gandhinagar: The Guja-
rat government on Mon-
day terminated the cont-
racts of three members of
the appellate authority in
the Industry & Mines de-
partment. All three reti-
red officials, B J Bhatt, J R
Modi, and H M Prajapati
were shown the door by
ACS, P K Taneja, who is
now in charge of the de-
partment. 

A source said Taneja
has also advised the go-
vernment not to appoint
any retired officers on
these posts as they have li-
mited liability, while the
positions provide oppor-
tunity to engage in cor-
rupt practices.

There have been ru-
mours of multiple cor-
ruption complaints ha-
ving been raised against
the concerned officers. A
source close to the deve-
lopment said, “The reti-
red officers were appoin-
ted as appellate authority
to hear cases related to
mining and to reduce the
backlog of cases. Howe-
ver, in view of complaints
of harassment and 
corruption, they were re-
moved.”

Appellate
authority
members
shown the

door

Ahmedabad: Bhumi
Contractor was just 14

when she suc-
cumbed to le-
ad poisoning
last week.
She had batt-
led illness for
more than
six months,

struggling to walk. Her fat-
her, Prakash Contractor —
who is an NGO worker —
has alleged that his child’s
habit of consuming junk fo-
od, mainly instant noodles

which contain some lead,
eventually killed her.

“Seven months ago, she
found it hard to walk and
one day the left portion of
her body was paralyzed,”
Contractor said. “We had
taken her to the Ahmed-
abad-based VS Hospital.
Doctors there told us that
her nervous system had be-
en damaged by lead poiso-
ning.”

Contractor said that he
had brought medicines
from Canada and the USA
to treat lead poisoning but
her pain continued to in-
crease everyday. 

“My daughter had star-
ted consuming instant no-
odles when she was nine ye-
ars old,” Contractor said.
“She used to eat that thrice
a day which I think caused
the disorder. All instant no-

odles have lead content
which is used as a preserva-
tive. I suspect that is the re-
ason why she had lead poi-
soning.”

Contractor urged the go-
vernment to keep monito-
ring junk food. According
to the medial report of Bhu-
mi, dating to April this ye-
ar, her blood cells had lead
content of 251.19 micro-
gram/ litre. The normal
range is 150 microgram/lit-
re.

Dr Priyank Shah, who
treated Bhumi at the VS Ho-
spital, said that her neu-
rons were dead which leads
to paralysis. 

“She was had lead poiso-
ning, but one cannot tell
whether that was due to the
consumption of noodles,”
Shah said. “Many people
eat that and not all fall ill.” 

‘Junk food gradually
killed my daughter’
Mehsana

Man Blames
Lead Content 

Ahmedabad: The tall claims
of Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC) of being
in control of vector-borne di-
seases have been exposed as
figures from the civic body it-
self state that the city has re-
ported 1,990 cases of malaria,
294 cases of falciparum and
106 cases of dengue between
August 1and 27.

An AMC statement said
the city, on average, reported
74 malaria cases, 11 falcipa-
rum and 4 dengue cases every
day this month. These cases
exceed last August’s num-
bers, when the city has repor-
ted 1,636, 213 and 359 cases of
these diseases respectively.

The statement, which in-
cludes figures from private
and public hospitals, further

said that the city reported
4,710 malaria cases , 403 falci-
parum, two cases of chikung-
unya and 424 cases of dengue
from January 1to August 27.

Vector-borne diseases are
not the only ones spiking. Wa-
ter-borne diseases have also
surged in August. The city re-
ported 629 cases of diarrhoea,
209 cases of jaundice, 242 ca-
ses of typhoid and two cases
of cholera between August 1
and August 27, said the AMC
statement.

The two cases of cholera
were reported in Lambha and
Maktampura areas. The sta-
tement claimed that AMC has
prepared an action plan to
control water-borne and vec-
tor-borne diseases and the
concerned departments have
been working according to
the action plan extensively.

Vector-borne
diseases bite city 

Self-financed schools not
to charge lump sum fee:
Chudasama
Ahmedabad: State
education minister
Bhupendrasinh Chudasama on
Monday announced that
private self-financed schools
have been asked not to insist
on a single payment of fees
and stagger the payment.
“A group of parents had
approached the state
government over the issue.
While it is difficult for a many
to shell out the money at one
go, there are also instances of
schools not returning the fees
when students change schools
or cancel admissions,” said
Chudasama. Accordint to new
instructions, the schools have
been asked to charge fees on a
monthly or periodic basis,
reducing the financial burden
on students and their parents.
The minister said that another
issue had come to the notice of
the education department was
periodic rise in fees. This has
caused a number of protests in
the recent past. TNN

Ahmedabad: When Indian
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi visited the UK in No-

vember last
year, the two
countries had
decided to
mark 2017 as
the ‘UK-India
Year of Cultu-

re’ to strengthen historic ties
and highlight cultural bonds.
In India, British Council wo-
uld spearhead the celebra-
tions with a slew of events.
Alan Gemmell, director of
British Council, visited Ah-
medabad on Monday to anno-
unce new initiatives.

Gemmell also visited Gu-
jarat’s education minister
Bhupendrasinh Chudasama

in Gandhinagar. He later told
media that a total of 15 UK
universities would participa-
te in a pre-Vibrant Gujarat
event organized on October
18. 

“India and the UK have ye-
ars of shared history and the
Year of Culture seeks to pro-
mote this spirit of cultural
partnership,” said Gemmell.
He added that from first week
of September, the Council
centres and libraries across
India would start ‘20 Films 20
Weeks’ project where each
month would have a specific
theme. “It would start with
works of celebrated English
writer Roald Dahl,” he said.
Talking about educational
initiatives, Gemmell said
that UK India Education Re-
search Initiative (UKIERI)

has announced the call for
applications. “In the past, a
number of Indian institu-
tions have collaborated with
their UK counterparts for
collective projects and rese-
arch. We hope to find good
partners this time as well,”
he said. 

He added that for past two
years around 11,000 students
from India have got admis-
sions in UK varsities. Gem-
mell also announced launch
of ‘Mix the Play’ where theat-
re director Roysten Abel wo-
uld work closely with a Bri-
tish team to develop a mobile
application. The application
would allow users to create
their own unique interpreta-
tion of Shakespeare’s cele-
brated play ‘A Midsummer
Night’s Dream.’ 

UK-India culture year to
begin with film festival

Gandhinagar: Chief princi-
pal secretary to the CM, Kuni-

yil Kailash-
nathan (1979
batch retired
IAS officer), 63,
was given an
extension at
the Chief Mini-

ster’s Office
(CMO). An order in this regard
was issued on Monday.

This is the fifth extention
for KK, who will serve as chief
principal secretary to CM Vi-
jay Rupani. The order specifies
the period of extension as “till
the term of present CM”.

KK served in the CMO for
the last ten years now, having
earlier been chief principal se-
cretary to CM Narendra Modi
and then Anandiben Patel. In-

formally, the extension was
termed as aimed at continuity,
the 20-day delay in issuing the
order caused KK considerable
embarrassment. 

The grapevine in Gandhi-
nagar was abuzz that Rupani
and national BJP President
Amit Shah were not keen on an
extension for KK. The exten-
sion order was later cleared fol-
lowing Modi’s intervention,
whispers in the state capital
suggested. 

KK retired in May 2013 but
his his re-appointment order
was issued on that very day.
When Anandiben Patel took
over as CM, KK was reappoin-
ted on the same day as well. All
his extension orders in the last
three years were issued well in
advance so the delay in his re-
appointment order was a sur-
prise for the bureaucracy.

KK gets extension
for Rupani’s term

Ahmedabad: A photo exhibi-
tion on Indian legal heritage
structures began at the Guja-
rat National Law University
on Monday with 110 photog-
raphs, which highlight herita-
ge structures of courts across
the country.

Gujarat HC Justice M R
Shah inaugurated the exhibi-
tion named ‘Portraying the Ju-
dicial History of the Cities of
India: the Photo History of Le-
gal Heritage’. This exhibition
is an attempt to recapture the
evolution of judicial infrast-
ructure of Indian legal system
with its monumental heritage.
The university students along
with the faculty members ha-
ve worked hardd to document
the history of Indian courts.
The exhibition is going to re-
main open till September 20.

The judicial history of In-
dian cities covers photog-
raphs of old as well as contem-
porary court structures of mo-

re than 70 different types. The
exhibition describes physical
journey of Indian judiciary
and express modernization of
Indian court structure in time
and space, said a statement
from GNLU director Bimal Pa-
tel.

Justice Shah offered to
contribute to the museum by
providing original photog-

raphs of various old courts of
Gujarat. He and assistant soli-
citor general Devang Vyas
suggested that most of the dis-
trict courts are being run in
ancient buildings built during
the British era and many of
them are palaces. 

There could be an extensi-
ve documentation of these
structures they suggested.

The judicial history of Indian cities covers photographs of old as well
as contemporary court structures of more than 70 different types

TOI

GNLU opens exhibition on
Indian legal heritage

Ahmedabad: In a response
to the Patidar agitators’ pe-
tition seeking direction to
the authorities for granting
permission to take out a ral-
ly from Kharod to Gandhi-
nagar, the state govern-
ment on Monday told
Gujarat high court
(HC) that the app-
lication for the
permission was
very vague.

The government
has stated that for ta-
king out a rally to Gandhi-
nagar and to meet the chief
minister, the application for
permission did not mention
who would be those 30 per-
sons who have sought a mee-
ting with the chief minister.

Since there were no identiti-
es revealed, it would be diffi-
cult for the authorities to
grant such a permission.

The government also
highlighted that the appli-
cants were silent about the

route and many impor-
tant details had not been
mentioned as to how many

people would join the
rally.

In a rebuttal,
petitioners’ advo-
cate B M Manguki-
ya submitted that
the authorities ke-

ep on raising unnecessary
queries. He told the court
that the government treats
Patidars as if they are not ci-
tizens of India.

The court has kept furt-
her hearing on Tuesday.

Application for rally
vague: Govt to HC 

Ahmedabad: The city police
commissioner has in-princi-
ple granted permission to reli-
gious outfit Jamat-e-Islami
Hind to take out a rally to raise
the issue of rights and atroci-
ty on dalits in the aftermath of
the Una incident.

The police authority on
Monday submitted before the
Gujarat high court that rally
could be allowed if the num-
ber of participants were limi-
ted to around 700 and it is pre-
ferably held in the afternoon.

The organization then
approached the special
branch of city police again,
which grants permission for
public functions. The court
will hear the case further on
Tuesday.

In its nation-wide campa-
ign on ‘Peace & Humanity’,
Jamat’s Gujarat unit had
planned a rally on August 23
from Town Hall to Sardar-
baug near Lal Darwaja, but ci-
ty police had refused permis-
sion. TNN

Police give
go-ahead for
Jamat rally

Ahmedabad: A trader in Amraiwa-
di committed suicide at his house
by hanging himself on Monday
morning. Police identified the de-
ceased as Jayesh Oza, 31, a resident
of Akhandanand Society in Amrai-
wadi. 

Amraiwadi police have registe-
red a case of accidental death and
are probing the reasons behind the
suicide.

The cops said Oza used to run a
mobile shop in a rented premises.
“His wife had recently gone to her
in-laws’ house and Oza was alone at
home at the time of the incident,”
said an official.

The officials said Oza had hang-
ed himself to death for unknown re-
asons. “The milkman who came to
deliver the milk found his body
hanging from the ceiling fan and
alerted his neighbours,” added the
official.

Trader ends life
in Amraiwadi
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Ahmedabad: The Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation’s Odhav ward office was the si-
te of a scuffle between some local residents
and municipal employees over overflowing
gutters in the area. Cross-complaints were
registered at the Odhav police station aga-
inst municipal employees and some local re-
sidents, including Viratnagar councillor
Ranjitsinh Barad.

Police sources said about 20 residents
had gone to the Odhav ward office to lodge a

protest over overflowing gutters. “Ward offi-
cer Hemant Shah and assistant engineer
Rushikumar Shrimali were present in the
office along with other employees,” said a
police officer. “While local residents were
representing their woes, Barad came into
the office.” 

While the municipal employees say in
their complaint that Barad abused them and
even tried to beat them, Barad alleged that
instead of dealing with their problems, mu-
nicipal employees abused and attacked
them. 

Cross-complaints lodged over overflowing gutters 
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