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Ahmedabad: Gujarat go-
vernment has invited the

United Sta-
tes to be a
partner co-
untry for the
next edition
of Vibrant
Gujarat
Summit
(VGS) in Ja-

nuary 2017. Although US has
promised to seriously consi-
der the invitation, the timing
of the biennial event may be-
come a challenge as the sum-
mit is scheduled just before
the new administration takes
place in the US.

Gujarat chief minister Vi-
jay Rupani extended an invi-
tation to the US to be a partner
country when US Consul Ge-
neral in Mumbai Thomas
Vajda paid a courtesy visit to
the CM on Wednesday.

“I thank him for the invi-
tation. I will take it back (to
US) and give it a serious consi-
deration. The one thing that I
pointed out to the chief mini-
ster is that the event is being
held roughly a week before in-
auguration of the new US pre-

sident. We will be at the tail
end of one administration
and right before a new one ta-
kes charge of the office. So the
timing may be a little bit chal-
lenging in that respect,” Vaj-
da on Thursday told repor-
ters at the new office of the In-
do-American Education Soci-
ety in Ahmedabad.

He, however, made it clear
that there would be a large US
business delegation visiting
the summit regardless of US
government’s representation
because of the timing issue.

“There is increasing in-
terest among US businesses
in India and Vibrant Gujarat
is a great platform for them to
have for B2G and B2B mee-
tings. Gujarat and US has de-

ep engagement and ties,” he
added. US was a partner co-
untry for VGS in 2015 and a
large US delegation had visi-
ted the event. 

Gujarat is one of the five
states that fall under US Con-
sulate in Mumbai.

The US is also working
with India to help develop
next generation aircraft car-
rier and jet engine technolo-
gies. 

“I am not aware of any ex-
ample where we have made
such a strategic commitment
to build up indigenous defen-
ce capabilities of another co-
untry. And we do that because
we recognise that we and In-
dia share such close values
and interest,” he said.

A Large Biz
Team To Take
Part: Envoy

Guj invites US to be
VGS partner country 

Ahmedabad: A nine-year-
old boy, Samir Damor, along
with his 11-year-old sister
Archna went missing from
their home in Nikol on Sep-
tember 5. On Thursday they
were traced to their mater-
nal uncle's house in Rajast-
han. Krishnanagar police
officials said, “We have yet
not interviewed the kids as
they have been just brought
back to the city.”

According to police sour-
ce Laxmi Damor, a widow,
had lodged a complaint abo-
ut her son and daughter be-
ing abducted by some unk-
nown persons. 

“However on Thursday
morning Laxmi received a
call from her brother in Ra-
jasthan that the kids have
reached his home. We imme-
diately dispatched team to
Rajasthan and have brought
the kids back,” said a police
source.

Krishnanagar police of-
ficials said Laxmi’s financi-
al condition is not good and
that this could be the reason
behind the incident.

Missing boy,
sister traced
to Rajasthan
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Ahmedabad: Pravin Patel, a
blood stem cell donor from Ah-
medabad, met Sivaramakrish-
nan KV from Kerala, the reci-
pient, at an event organized in
the city on Thursday. It was af-
ter two years that the donor
and the recipient came face to
face.

In January 2014, Sivara-
makrishnan went for a blood
test to undergo a surgery to re-
move an inflamed gall bladder.
However, the family was de-
vastated when doctors diagno-
sed him with Myelodysplastic
Syndrome — a type of blood
cancer. After several prelimi-
nary investigations and recon-
firmation of the disease, the
doctors advised him to go for
chemotherapy and a bone
marrow transplant.

“It was in 2014 when I recei-
ved a call from DATRI Blood
Stem Cell Donors Registry of-

fice informing me that they ne-
eded stem cell donation from
me. I was in dilemma. Ignoran-
ce and lack of proper informa-
tion made me worry about the
side effects of donation. I then
decided to consult a doctor fri-
end of mine, and once I was
convinced that donating stem
cell would not have any side ef-
fects, I agreed,” said Patel. “I
had registered in 2012 when I
was working with a local com-
pany. When DATRI approa-
ched me, I got registered. It is
over a year since I had donated
stem cells. I don’t find any side
effects. I was excited to meet
Sivaramakrishnan who at
present is leading a normal li-
fe,” he said. “It was a very diffi-

cult time for our family. But
the selfless effort of all in eve-
ry stage of my dad’s treatment
and the act of the blood stem
donor is immeasurable,” said
Vidhya, daughter of Sivara-
makrishnan.

“Gujarat has 13,515 stem
cell donors and has facilitated
13 donations. For a patient to
find a match is a miracle. In
less than 25% we find a genetic
match. So far, DATRI has suc-
cessfully carried out stem cell
transplant in 196 patients all
over the country. We have over
one lakh donors who are regis-
tered with us,” said Raghu Ra-
jagopal, co-founder and CEO
of DATRI. DATRI is a not-for-
profit organization. 

Amdavadi’s stem cells help
Kerala man fight cancer

Pravin Patel And
Sivaramakrishnan

Come Face To
Face In City

Police officers and personnel of
Zone-1 were on Thursday
imparted training on detecting
cyber crimes, especially ha-
rassment by callers from
unknown numbers. The trai-
ning was organized at a private

hotel. The cops were taught
how to obtain CCTV footage for
investigation purpose, crack IP
addresses and obtain call
details.

Cheating bid foiled 
Parimal Lattha, manager of
Bapunagar branch of ICICI
Bank, has lodged a complaint
with Nikol police that at about

2.15pm on September 7 accu-
sed Janak Patel, a resident of
Akansha Tower in Bapunagar,
came to the bank and tried to
encash a fake cheque. “The
accused allegedly tried to
realise a fake cheque of Rs 3.50
crore of a Mumbai-based
company but was caught and
handed over to us,” said a
police source.

PUNCH-NAMA

Cyber crime
detection training

Ahmedabad: In a major re-
lief for IPS officer and for-

mer investi-
gator of Ish-
rat Jahan
encounter
case, Satish
Verma, the
Central Ad-
ministrati-

ve Tribunal (CAT) in Guwa-
hati has stayed Gujarat 
government’s order decla-
ring that Verma was in
unauthorized possession of
government quarter in
Ahmedabad and he should
vacate it.

After Gujarat high co-
urt permitted Verma to
approach appropriate fo-
rums, Verma moved CAT in
Guwahati as
well as the ci-
ty civil court
in Ahmedabad. He questio-
ned the state government’s
May order in which it rever-
sed its decision taken on
April 22 that Verma’s pos-
session of the quarter was
regularized from 2014 to
September 2016.

Verma questioned the
deputy collector’s eviction
notice before the city civil
court, which heard argu-
ments last week.

On May 2, a division
bench of CAT stayed the
state government from ta-
king any further action

pursuant its conclusion
that Verma was holding
possession of the house in
unauthorized manner be-
cause he has been allotted a
quarter at the place of his
posting, in Tripura, in the
north-eastern region as in-
spector general of police
with the CRPF. 

The CAT has stayed all
government orders passed
by the state government in
this regard till final dispo-
sal of the case, said Verma’s
counsel I H Syed.

Verma placed CAT’s or-
der before the city civil co-
urt, which has now kept its
verdict on September 19.

Meanwhile, Verma has
been arguing that as per ru-
les, as an officer posted in
NE region, he is entitled to

two HRAs or
two houses –
one at the

place of his posting in NE
state and the second at his
last posting place, where
his family lives.

Verma aggressively
probed the encounter case
as a member of the SIT set
up by the high court. He was
the first to come out and de-
clare the encounter as fake. 

After the HC handed
over the probe to the CBI,
the central agency sought
Verma’s help and it took HC
intervention to make the
state government spare
him for the probe.

Guwahati CAT stays
Gujarat govt from

evicting Verma 
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MARK YOUR
DIARY

Photography; today; 4pm; 
Sanskar Kendra, Opp NID, Paldi

Photography; today; 4pm; NID 
PG Campus, Gandhinagar

EXHIBITION

Ahmedabad: The Directorate
of Revenue Intelligence (DRI)
has nabbed two Vadodara-based
men with smuggled gold bars
weighing around 8 kg worth Rs
2.50 crore from their possession
on the Ahmedabad-Vadodara
expressway.

Officers of Ahmedabad unit
of DRI intercepted a car at the
expressway toll plaza on Wed-
nesday and searched the vehicle.
An official statement issued by
the DRI said, while searching
the two occupants of the car
Krunal Soni and Nalin Soni, fo-
ur gold bars weighing 1 kg each
were recovered from them.

When the DRI officers asked
them to produce bills of purcha-
se, invoices or entry numbers for
the gold bars but they were
unable to comply. The team then
seized the gold bars under the
suspicion that the gold had been
smuggled since the bars had fo-
reign markings on them, the sta-
tement added. Both the accused
were arrested and produced be-
fore additional chief metropoli-
tan magistrate’s court in Ah-
medabad and were sent to judici-
al custody on Thursday.

DRI seizes 8kg
smuggled
gold worth

`̀2.5 cr, 2 held
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PITCHERS OF FAITH

Devotees carry earthen pots during a Jhulelal Chaliha procession in the city on Thursday

Ahmedabad: Gandhinagar-
based Gujarat National Law
University (GNLU) will be hol-
ding the second edition of
‘GNLU Moot on Securities and
Investment Law (GNLUM-
SIL)-2016’ from September 9 to
11. The inaugural edition of
GNLUMSIL witnessed partici-

pation from more than 25 te-
ams from law schools across
the country, with School of
Law, Christ University emer-
ging as the overall champion
last year, GNLU stated in an of-
ficial release.

This year, the number of
participants has increased and
30 teams from various law
schools will come to compete

in the moot. In the moot, dis-
cussions will be held over tech-
nicalities of substantial acqui-
sition of shares and takeovers’
regulations, GNLU said. Ac-
cording to the university, the
event is aimed at providing a
platform for law students to de-
al with and learn about cur-
rent avenues in the securities
and investment laws. 

Teams from 30 law schools to attend GNLU event
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Ahmedabad: The census of le-
opards and sloth bears conduc-
ted in May this year has revea-
led that there are more leopards
which have made revenue areas
— the areas away from jungles
close to human habitations — as
their homes rather than safe
and protected environment of
forests.

According to the senior offi-
cials in the state forest depart-
ment, which had taken the co-
unt in May this year, there were
around 35-40% of the leopards
and sloth bears in the areas clo-
se to human habitations than in
the forests.

Quest for food is bringing le-
opards dangerously close to hu-
mans. Census estimation by the
forest department pegs a 70% ri-
se in leopards’ count in human
settlements near cities and big
towns of Gujarat. The leopard
census 2011 revealed 1,160 big
cats in the state, out of which 290
or a quarter were spotted in hu-
man settlements. Census esti-
mates taken up between May 20-
22, peg a 70% rise in this num-

ber. The number of leopards, ac-
cording to the May census, was
over 1,400, but the officials said
that around 500-odd leopards
were in the human settlements.

A similar trend was noticed
in sloth bears where there was
more sighting outside the pro-
tected areas than the sanctuari-
es. The sudden spurt in the num-
ber of leopards and sloth bears
outside the sanctuaries spells
possibility of more incidents of
man-animal conflicts in the fu-
ture. Currently, on an average
one leopard attack takes place
once in three days in the state. In
2015-16, 12 persons had been kil-
led and 107 attacked by the leo-
pards.

The officials said that num-
ber of animals in the state is lik-
ely to increase by around 20%,
taking the bear population to

approximately 350. The 2011cen-
sus had shown that 297 sloth be-
ars lived in the state. Of these,
over 100 are estimated to be li-
ving close to human habitats.

The officials said that while
it was the search of small ani-
mals like dogs which was lea-
ding leopards out, in the case of
sloth bears it was the illegal ho-
ney combing by humans and in-
creasing human pressure
which were driving them out of
the sanctuaries.

Himanshu.Kaushik
@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: A 55-year-
old paediatrician in Raj-
kot, Dr Ashok Patel, who
had a tumour in his intes-
tines said he was surpri-
sed he could get back to
work six days after he un-
derwent advanced robotic
surgery. 

Doctors said
recovery time
was short be-
cause incision wounds
from the surgery were ve-
ry small compared to what
an open surgery would ha-
ve left. 

Onco-surgeons of HCG
Cancer Care Hospital —
Dr Jagdish Kothari (speci-
alizing in dealing with
gastrointestinal pro-
blems); Dr Kalpana Kotha-

ri (gynaecology); and Dr
Hemang Baxi (urology) —
presented details of 32 ro-
botic surgeries performed
on patients suffering from
different cancers, in a
press briefing on Thurs-
day. 

Kothari said that a ro-
botic surgery involves the
minimal incision of 1.55
cm which cuts down ho-
spital stay and speeds up
recovery. “Robotic surge-
ry has proved fruitful
especially for cancer pati-
ents as it allows 360-deg-
ree hand movement,” Kot-
hari said. 

“Signifi-
cantly, pati-
ents heal two
weeks faster

than those who have un-
dergone open surgeries
do, to be ready for chemot-
herapy or radiotherapy.” 

In robotic surgery, four
robotic arms perform the
procedure while the sur-
geon guides the arms thro-
ugh a console. Baxi said
robotic arms can make
precise incisions.

Robotic surgery
slices recovery time
Incision Wounds

Are Smaller
Than Those Left
By Open Surgery
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DEFT ARMS

Ahmedabad: Institutions
with elaborate green campuses
have become hotbeds of vector-
borne diseases in the city. Over
the past two weeks, students
from different education insti-
tutes, including many from a
private university located on
SG Road, have been hospitali-
zed with dengue and malaria.

In the last 15 days, 50 cases of
dengue have been reported
from one private university.
However, the registrar of the
university has denied know-
ledge of any such case. A doc-
tor with a private hospital,
where the students were trea-
ted, confirmed that the stu-
dents had been diagnosed with
dengue.

Meanwhile, the Ahmed-
abad Municipal Corporation
continued to showcase its lack-
adaisical approach and shifted
the blame on the institutes.
“We have asked 250 institutes
to carry out fogging by paying
nominal charges. But only 100
institutes have come forward
so far,” Dr Bhavin Solani, medi-
cal officer of health in AMC, sa-
id.

Sources said that 11 stu-
dents from the architect de-
partment of the same universi-
ty fell prey to dengue. Rakesh
Trivedi, whose two sons are
studying in the private univer-
sity, said, “Both of my kids we-
re diagnosed with dengue. The
elder was discharged from ho-
spital four days ago, while my
younger son was hospitalized
just two days ago.”

Dengue stings
education
institutes
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Despite nearly three months
after the report was

submitted to the senior officials,
the count still remains a mystery
as the officials are awaiting a
clearance by the political bosses.
The officials said that the file was
lying with the ministers. Earlier,
Mangubhai Patel did not clear the
file and now it is the new minister,
Ganpat Vasava, who despite being
in the office for one month has not
been able to clear the file.

Numbers still a
mystery

Pravin Patel (in pink shirt) with Sivaramakrishnan of Kerala 

File photo of Vibrant Gujarat Summit, 2015
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GOVT QUARTERS

Leopards, sloth bears feel at
home near humans: Census


