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BHAVNAGAR

HARSHADKUMAR PATELAPPOINTEDNEWCOLLECTOR

The state government Thursday appointed Harshadkumar Patel as the new Bhavnagar Collector. Patel was the
municipal commissioner of Jamnagar and was transferred along with 23 IAS officers on Tuesday. Banchha Nidhi
Pani, the Bhavnagar Collector, was transferred and appointed as the new Rajkot Municipal Commissioner. 
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AN EXHIBITION, organised by
the Gujarat National Law
University (GNLU) in
Gandhinagar, revisits the horrors
of the Holocaust. Titled “The
Courage to Remember: The
Holocaust 1933-1945,” it was in-
augurated by Gujarat Governor
O P Kohli on Thursday.
Underlining the importance of
the exhibition, Kohli said, “It is
an emotional exhibition.”  

“Take heed...lest you forget
the things which your eyes have
seen, and...teach them to your
children and to your children’s
children... We must have the
courage to study, to educate, and
to remember the Holocaust. For
only informed, understanding,
and morally committed individ-
uals can prevent such prosecu-
tion from happening again.”

Written on large photo
frames, documenting the hor-
rors unleashed upon Jews by
Adolf Hitler and his army for
more than a decade, these lines
urge the visitors to “remember”
the Holocaust and preserve its
memory before it fades away.

More than four dozens photo
frames, written documents,
showcase the large-scale suffer-
ing of the Jews from 1933 to
1945 in Hitler-ruled Germany
and Europe. In one frame titled

the “Final Solution,” an armed
man point a gun at another man
holding a baby, with a statement
of Hitler that reads: “It is good
that we are preceded by an aura
of terror for our plans to exter-
minate Jewry.” Similarly, there
are photographs of concentra-
tion camps, mass genocide,
mass burial, among others.

The month-long exhibition
has been organised by GNLU in
collaboration with Simon
Wiesenthal Centre, Los Angeles,
that runs Museum of Tolerance,
Embassy of Israel in India, New
Delhi, American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee (AJJDC),
American Jewish Committee
and Asia Pacific Institute. 

Other speakers at the inau-
guration said that the idea be-
hind holding this exhibition,
which has been held in a num-

ber of countries, at a law school
was to inform the aspiring
lawyers that “the role of lawyers
and judges are important to
eliminate the dangerous idea
and they should be committed
to human rights.”

“I think there is a universal
message of tolerance coming
out of this exhibition. We need
to understand that there could
be difference in opinion, differ-
ence in religion, but everything
has to be bridged in a civilian and
democratic way. We have to
make sure that this kind ofatroc-
ity, violence and genocide never
happens again. We also see more
intolerance today in the world
and that’s why it is so important
to learn what this kind of intoler-
ance can bring,” said David Akov,
Israel Consul General in
Mumbai.

Show revisits Holocaust, urges 
visitors to preserve its memory

The exhibition was inaugurated by Governor O P Kohli at
GNLU in Gandhinagar on Thursday. Express
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THE GUJARAT High Court
Thursday issued notices to
Central government, the Central
Board of Film Certification
(CBFC) and director of Parched,
Leena Yadav, on a public interest
litigation (PIL) seeking ban on
the release of the movie. The PIL
alleges that the movie defames
a particular community specially
its women.

The movie, starring Radhika
Apte and others, is releasing on
Friday across the country. The
petitioner, Masarubhai Rinabhai
Rabari, 26, agriculturist and BJP
General Secretary ofAnjar taluka
in Kutch district, has sought
complete ban on the movie
claiming that “the movie is pre-
sented in highly destructive, im-
proper, inappropriate and offen-
sive manner against the
sentiments of his community.”

The HC division bench, led by
ChiefJustice R Subhash Reddy, is-
sued notices to the three respon-
dents and kept the matter for fur-
ther hearing on September 27.
However, the court refused to
grant interim relief to the peti-
tioner. The petitioner has also ob-
jected to bold scenes and use of
expletives. He alleged that the
“movie is an attack on the culture
and tradition ofthe community”.

PIL seeks ban 
on Parched, HC
notices to CBFC,
filmmaker, Centre

ADITI RAJA
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IN THE sensitive old city area of
Vadodara, two hydraulic excava-
tors Thursday continued to level
the plot where Sulemani Chawl
once stood, before it was razed
by the civic authorities in June.
The plot, which is also the loca-
tion of Masjid-e-Raza, will host
its first event  — a nine-day garba
celebration — since the demoli-
tion of around 300 clustered
homes, a majority of which be-
longed to Muslim families.  

Nod for the garba event by
the Vadodara Municipal
Corporation (VMC) has kicked
up a storm after the civic body
rejected the request from the
displaced families from
Sulemani Chawl — some of
whom still await rehabilitation
— to allow tazia processions dur-
ing the Islamic month of
Muharram on the same plot.
Both Navratri and Muharram
begin on October 1.

In support of their decision,
VMC officials said the request for
allowing the plot for garba came
first (on Monday), while the
Muslims sought the ground for

tazia on Thursday.
The Land and Estate

Department of the VMC has
granted permission to around 22
garba events on corporation land,
including Sulemani Chawl. “We
have granted permission to 22
garbas on open plots in the pos-
session of the civic corporation,
including the Sulemani Chawl
plot at Panigate,” Land and Estate
Officer (Acquisition-administra-
tion, Commercial) Mahesh
Parnami told The Indian Express.

The garba on the Sulemani
Chawl plot has been organised
by BJP worker and advocate
Vibhuti Vyas. “I am organising
garba at the Sulemani Chawl plot
and I am joined by like-minded
friends from the Muslim com-
munity. This will be one-of-its-
kind event in which the Hindus
and the Muslims will participate
together. The two communities
have been living in harmony in
this area for several years and
this garba will symbolise their

unity,” she said. 
Vyas said the Muslims join-

ing her in organising the event
were “not exactly” the residents
of the erstwhile chawl. “I have
formed a group of Muslim
women and they have joined the
committee that will organise
this event. They are not those
people who have lived in
Sulemani Chawl, but our garba
is open to all. We welcome the
Muslims to perform aarti with
us,” she said. 

However, former residents of
now-demolished chawl were
unhappy after the VMC declined
their request to allow them the
plot for observing the month-
long mourning during
Muharram. Nazir Shaikh, who
used to live in Sulemani Chawl,
said, “We had approached the
VMC, seeking permission to hold
Muharram rituals on the plot,
beginning October 1. Since we
have traditionally observed our
rituals at the spot, we should be
allowed to do so... our Masjid
also stands inside the plot.

Shaikh said, “The officials
told our representatives that the
permission has already been
granted for garba on a first-
come, first-serve basis.”

SULEMANI CHAWL PLOT

VMC allows garba, declines
Muslims’ request for tazias

Two hydraulic machines level the Sulemani Chawl plot
where the VMC has granted permission to hold garba.
Bhupendra Rana 
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DALIT LEADER Jignesh Mevani
Thursday withdrew his call for
mass pulling of chains in trains
across the country as part of the
ongoing agitation over Dalit is-
sues. He, instead, asked people
to gather at Maninagar Railway
Crossing in Ahmedabad on
October 1 when one-day rail
roko would be held to push for
the demands raised by the Dalit
community in Gujarat.

“On behalf of Una Dalit
Atyachar Ladat Samiti and
Rashtriya Dalit Adhikar Manch, I
had given a call for rail roko in
Maninagar of Ahmedabad and
asked people, who could not join
us, to indulge in mass chain
pulling oftrains across  the coun-
try,” he told reporters. “However,
we apprehend that some people
might take advantage of this
protest to indulge in violence
and attribute the discredit to us.

So, I am withdrawing the call of
mass pulling of chains in trains
and requesting people to join us
at Maninagar Railway Crossing
that falls under the former as-
sembly constituency of
Narendra Modi when he was
chief minister of Gujarat.” 

Following the assault on
seven Dalits in Una by “gau rak-
shaks” for skinning a dead cow,
Mevani and his groups have

been protesting against the
Gujarat government with a
charter of demands. The de-
mands include giving five acre of
land to each landless Dalit, en-
actment of the Reservation Act,
utilisation ofSC and ST sub-plan
money only for the people of SC
and ST communities and prohi-
bition on private cow protection
committees.

On Thursday, Mevani said
that they might rethink on their
call of rail roko, if the state gov-
ernment gives a “concrete assur-
ance” of indulging in dialogue
with them for resolution of
Dalits’ “legitimate demands”.

“Though, so far, the govern-
ment has not given any indica-
tion in that regard. They in-
dulged in talks with the Patidars
who were raising unconstitu-
tional demands, and even gave
them quota (EWS quota). The
government is not ready for a di-
alogue with the Dalits who are
demanding fulfilment of their
constitutional rights,” he added.
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FOUR PERSONS, claiming to be
gaming enthusiasts, have
moved the Gujarat High Court to
be impleaded as respondents in
two public interest litigations
(PILs) seeking a ban on location
based-augmented reality game
Pokémon GO in the country for
“posing danger to public safety”
and “hurting religious senti-
ments”. They have countered
the objections raised in the two
PILs against the popular game.

The fresh petition, filed ear-
lier this week, has been moved
by Samyak Deora, 25, a city-
based industrialist and three
students Mahim Sharma, Arjun
Rathore and Luv Shah. The
petioners said that they want
join the PILs seeking a ban on
Pokémon GO since they are “di-
rectly affected if any relief is
granted (to those who have filed
the PILs)”. Claiming to be “gen-
uine gamers and gaming enthu-
siasts”, they said that they could
“assist this court” with respect
to the various technical grounds
raised in the PIL on possibilities
of threat to privacy and security.

Mentioning the religion of
the petitioners, the plea said

they can demonstrate that “an
augmented reality game depict-
ing virtual eggs around a place
of worship cannot be superim-
posed and inferred as a violation
of religious sentiments”.

The petition said that since
notices have been sent to US-
based gaming company Niantic,
Inc., which is not subject to juris-
diction of the High Court, the
company might not contest the
case. However, being “ardent
gamers and gaming enthusiasts
they will be in a position to
demonstrate the baseless and
tenuous nature ofthe arguments
advanced by the opponent”.

The hearing on this petition
is likely to be held on October 5. 

Earlier, two PILs were filed by
Alay Dave and Sanjay Chaudhari
seeking a ban on the game. They
have said that the game, which is
yet to be officially launched in
India, posses security threats to
the users and also hurts religions
sentiments by showing images
of eggs at places of worship of
different religions. They also
cited examples of Iran, Vietnam
and other countries where the
game has been banned, and
mentioned Australia, Japan and
the US nations who’ve decided
to take stern action for violating
the law while playing the game.
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A SPECIAL court in Una on
Thursday granted bail to assis-
tant sub-inspector Kanchanben
Parmar, one of the four accused
police officials chargesheeted in
Una flogging case. The court
found that she helped send the
victims to hospital and managed
to control the law and order.  She
is the first accused to get bail in
the case. Parmar was in-charge
of Sanakhada outpost under
which Mota Samadhiyala village
falls. The seven Dalit victims be-
long to Mota Samadhiyala. 

She was “suspended for be-
ing ignorant about the goings on
in the area” under her charge.
However, the court found there
were enough steps taken by her
and allowed bail to her.

The court rejected bail appli-

cations of three other accused
policemen — then inspector
Nirmalsinh Jhala, sub-inspector
ND Pandey and head constable
Kanjibhai Chudasama. 

They are accused of fudging
the case of skinning of a dead
cow by Dalits to report it as “beef
being found”. They were ar-
rested for negligence, wrong re-
porting of the case and taking up
a case which was not in their ju-
risdiction. The bail plea of an-
other accused Shantilal
Monpara, alleged to be main
conspirator of the incident and
president of Sanatan Charitable
Trust, which claims to be work-
ing for protection of cows, was
also rejected by the court.

Earlier this month, the CID

(crime) had filed its chargesheet
against 34 accused including the
police officials under various
sections of Indian Penal Code in-
cluding 307 (attempt to mur-
der), 397 (robbery), 365 (kidnap-
ping), 355 (assault to dishonour
a person), 342 (wrongful con-
finement), 147 (rioting), 324
(causing hurt by weapon) to be
read with 120-B (criminal con-
spiracy) and sections 3(1)
(e),(r),(s),(u), 3(2)(5a), 3(1)(d) of
Prevention of Atrocities Act. 

The chargesheet stated that
“with an intention of spreading
false messages that can create
hatred for Dalits across the state
the chief of Santan Charitable
Trust accused Shantilal Monpara
held a secret meeting with co-
accused Dipak Shiyal, Rahul
Parmar, Shailesh Bhambhaniya,
Rameshgiri Pramodgiri Gosw-
ami and others hatched a con-
spiracy...”
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IN THE wake of rising Dalit agi-
tation, the Gujarat government
Thursday announced that it will
set up 16 special courts across
the state for the speedy trial of
atrocity cases against the
Scheduled Caste (SC) and
Scheduled Tribe (ST). 

The Gujarat Legal
Department issued a notifica-
tion, stating that these courts
will start functioning from
October 1 and will look after
cases under the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act,
1989. 

These courts will be set up in
15 districts. Ahmedabad will get
two different courts -
Ahmedabad (Rural) and City
Civil Court, Ahmedabad. Other
districts which were allotted
these special courts include
Anand, Banaskantha (at
Palanpur), Bharuch, Bhavnagar,
Gandhinagar, Jamnagar,
Junagadh, Kutch (at Bhuj),
Mehsana, Patan, Rajkot, Surat,
Surendranagar and Vadodara. 

As per the notification, these
courts are being established in
consultation with the Chief
Justice of Gujarat High Court. In
a press release, state Law
Minister Pradipsinh Jadeja said
that these courts were being set
up for speedy disposal of the
cases and timely justice.

The development comes in
view of the rising agitation by
Dalit organisations who have
been demanding justice against
the atrocities in the name ofcow
protection. 

These organisations have
been demanding special courts
for atrocity cases for long.

The demand for special
courts for SC and ST gained mo-
mentum following Una flogging
incident on July 11 when four
Dalit men of a family were
beaten up, allegedly for skinning
a dead cow.

State set to get
16 special courts
for speedy trial
of atrocity cases
against SC/ST

Jignesh Mevani

Woman ASI gets bail in Una case,
pleas of three other cops rejected

Kanchanben Parmar

first accused to get bail 

Ahmedabad: Three more suspected gau rak-
shaks were arrested on Thursday in connec-
tion with the assault on a Muslim man, who
was found “ferrying two calves” in his car on
the eve of Bakar-Eid, police said. The man,
Mohammed Ayyub, died in a hospital on
September 16, four days after the incident. 

With the latest arrests, the Special
Operation Group (SOG) of Ahmedabad
Detection ofCrime Branch (DCB) has arrested
six “self-proclaimed cow vigilantes” in con-
nection with the incident. Those arrested on
Thursday were identified as CTM-resident
Vipul Vyas, 24, Odhav-resident Ritesh
Prajapati, 21, and Vastral-resident Aniket
Shah, 25, said ACP (SOG) B C Solanki.

Earlier in the day, three other accused —
Dhaval Vijaybhai Bhatt, 27, a resident of

Naroda Gam, Vikram Singh Bhati, 23, a native
of Rajasthan who now lives in Naroda Gam,
and Alpesh Somabhai Rabari alias Apo, 20, a
resident ofDaskroi taluka ofAhmedabad dis-
trict — were produced before a metropolitan
court, which sent them to five days’ police re-
mand. According to police, those arrested and
a few others chased Ayyub’s car on September
12 midnight from Adalaj. Ayyub met with an
accident at Prahladnagar and two cow prog-
eny were found
“stu-ffed” in the
boot of the car. 

Ayyub was
caught by the sus-
pected gau rak-
shaks and
thrashed. ENS

3 MORE ‘GAU RAKSHAKS’ HELD FOR ASSAULT ON MAN FERRYING CALVES

Dalit leader withdraws call for
mass pulling of chains in trains

4 move HC against PILs
for ban on Pokémon GO 
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EVEN AS Gujarat CM Vijay
Rupani readies to host his first
ever Twitter Townhall today —
he had announced this on
Twitter last week — questions on
“fixed pay” seemed to trend
since September 15 when the
Townhall was announced. 

The recent increase in the in-
cidents of Dalit violence in the
state, the Patidar movement for
reservation and questions on
fixed pay seemed to be the dom-
inant threads and comments
that Twitterati posted as
Rupani’s official twitter handle
called in for questions with the
hashtag #AskVijayRupani ahead
of the “Townhall”.

Rupani is slated to give
replies to a few queries starting
10 am on Friday morning. Many
leaders from the state also took
to Twitter to field questions on
“fixed pay” issue to the CM.
Senior state AAP leader
Kanubhai Kalsaria tweeted,
“#AskVijayRupani the constitu-
tion provide rights of ‘equal pay

for equal work’,#fixpay violate
this right. Do you remove #fix-
pay ? YES/NO”

Similarly, Dalit rights activist
Jignesh Mevani, who tweeted 10
questions ahead ofthe Townhall,
wrote, “Despite claim of Rs 32
million crores investment in the
state ofGujarat, more than 2 lakh
employees in fixed pay system
are denied minimum wages.
why?” Armed with the hashtags
#Fixpay #RemoveFixPay, many
government employees and cit-
izens also took the Twitter route
to express their dissatisfaction
regarding the five- year fixed pay
system that covers more than 2
lakh temporary government
employees and called it “anti-
constitutional move”. 

Many lamented on the no-
hike policy due to the fixed pay
system and wrote about the
High Court order and demanded
a full pay with PF benefits from
Rupani. Pragna Patel —
@prags2715 — tweeted
“#Askvijayrupani #fixpay
Respected CM Sir plz remove the
fix pay system. It’s very difficult
to manage family with this lim-
ited income.”

As CM hosts Twitter
Townhall today, fixed
pay & quota stir trend


