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In Loving Memory of

DIMPLE JOSEPH THOTTATHIL

02.08.1987 - 17.10.2000

Days and months have
gone by without you but
your smile and mem-
ories have always been
there with every passing

moment. We hold you close within our
hearts and there you shall remain to walk
again. Fondly remembered by 
Family Members. 

5 th Death Anniversary  
in Loving Memory of

BINOY VARGHESE

Fondly remembered by 
Mrs. Thressia V.,Jestin , 
Bindu J. Bibin, Dixy B 
Family & Relatives.

Taneja’s love for speed
Speed matters and it matters more

when your boss is Prem Kumar
Taneja. The additional chief secretary

was recently taking stock
of the progress of diffe-
rent schemes from indu-
stries commissioner
Mamta Verma and repor-
tedly found her ‘too slow’.
According to insiders,

when she tried to convince him, Taneja
reportedly told her that the slow pace
will hit many key schemes adversely. But
there is another side of story too. Accor-
ding to some officials, the boss should
have acknowledged Verma’s dedication
to work as she has been attending the
office despite having serious health
issues, only because of the upcoming
Vibrant summit!

Swain on a Nobel mission

It’s time for B B Swain, chief electoral
officer (CEO), Gujarat, to gird up his

loins. No, not for elections, but for a
Nobel work! The state
government has asked
Swain and Dhananjay
Dwivedi, secretary, scien-
ce & technology, to con-
duct a symposium of
Nobel laureates at Mahat-

ma Mandir, besides an exhibition on
Nobel laureates at the Science City. Both
these events will be part of the Vibrant
Gujarat Summit 2017. Swain, who is a
voracious reader, will conduct the sym-
posium in the presence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and more than 12 Nobel
laureates. The state government has
taken special permission from the Elec-
tion Commission of India to avail Swain’s
services.

Aparna’s new idea
When all think alike, then no one is

thinking, they say. S Aparna,
principal secretary to CM
and in-charge of general
administration depart-
ment, too believes that
new ideas lead to good
governance. Last week,
she tried to prove this

point to the secretaries with a well-
crafted presentation. Though everyone
present there appreciated her “compute-

Som, managing director, civil
supply corporation; S J Haider,
principal secretary, tourism and
climate change; R L Meena,
secretary, tribal development;
Manish Bhardwaj, state relief
commissioner; and Anuradha

Mall, CEO, GSDMA.

Who will be next DGP? 
The term of in-charge DGP P P Pandey

ends in February next. So, who is
going to replace him? Pramod Kumar

(1983 batch), additional
director general of
police, CID, crime; or
Kumar’s senior H P
Singh (1980 batch)? As
Singh is going to retire
in March 2017, many

insiders rule him out. According to those
monitoring the development closely,
Kumar is getting tough competition from
1982 batch IPS officer Geetha Johari and
1983 batch officer Shivanand Jha. In
fact, former Ahmedabad police commis-
sioner Jha has replaced Kumar as the
state IB chief in the recent reshuffle. “If
closeness to the powers-that-be ultima-
tely becomes the deciding factor, it is
advantage Jha,” said a source.

‘Burey din’ ahead for 
many babus
It’s clear that CM Vijay Rupani not only

talks tough, he acts tough too. He has
already ordered probe against two senior
IAS officers Arvind Agrawal, ACS, forest
& environment and Manoj Aggrawal,
development commissioner, in an alleged
Rs300 crore land scam. If sources closed
to the development are to be believed,
two more senior secretaries and at least
three collectors are next in line. Reliable
sources said that the CM has given order
to prepare a report on officials with
serious corruption charges. Message is
clear. The CM wants a clean and trans-
parent image for his government. After
all, the assembly election is due next
year! Buzz in the secretariat is that a top
bureaucrat was against announcing
probe against Arvind Agrawal and Manoj
Aggrawal through a press release. The
officer reportedly tried hard to stall the
announcement process but had to give
up sensing the mood of the chief 
minister.

rized model for departmental
planning and achievement
monitoring” plan, it is yet to be
seen whether this will turn out
to be a game changer. But, the
doubting Thomas are everywhe-
re! “Aparna’s earlier such plans
like village profiling is yet to be used
effectively by the secretaries. I think,
proper implementation is key to suc-
cess,” said a babu nonchalantly.

Eyes on SPs now
Two rounds are over and 24 IPS offi-

cers have been shifted. If you think
the dust has settled, you may be proved
wrong. Someone has heard through the
grapevine that the government is ready
with another list, and this time it has 22
SP-rank officers. That is not all. Accor-
ding to sources, the Rupani government
may transfer more top cops, IG-rank and
even senior. So cops, don’t lower your
guard till the exercise is finally over.

Good luck, Mr Prasad!
Timing is very important when you are

taking a cricket shot, and when you
have an important task at hand. At a time

when the entire country is
against China for its
pro-Pakistan policy,
Sanjay Prasad, princi-
pal secretary, agriculture
& cooperation, has to visit
the land of the red dragon

to promote Vibrant Gujarat Summit! Even
the ruling BJP is advocating boycott of
Chinese products. The task is really
tough and one can only wish good luck to
Prasad!

Mera Number 
Kab Aayega?

You must have seen the TV commercial
— “Mera Number Kab Aayega”. The

2001 ad by a beverage company depicted
the restlessness in a person to get an
opportunity to do a particular job. Accor-
ding to insiders, many babus have been
echoing the same sentiment these days.
Even though the Rupani government is on
a transfer binge, their names do not
figure in any reshuffle! If sources are to
be believed, prominent among those who
have a good chance to make it in the next
reshuffle are Manoj Das, principal secre-
tary, civil supply & consumer affairs; C V

TRUE LIES

Surat: The assembly elec-
tions in 2017 will usher in a re-
volution in Gujarat, with the
‘aam aadmi’ (common man)
showing powers that be his
power just as he had shown
them in Delhi, Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) supremo and
Delhi chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal said. 

“We, the aam aadmi, had
once asked the Congress go-
vernment not to challenge us
because when common peo-
ple rise, governments fall.
The time has come for people
of Gujarat to free themselves
from this rule of suppression
and corruption,” Kejriwal sa-
id in his first public rally at
Yogi Chowk in Varachha here
on Sunday. 

“The BJP government in
Gujarat is run by post-inde-
pendent India’s ‘General Dy-
er’. This state government is
run by Amit Shah — the ‘Ge-
neral Dyer’ — who had orde-
red the killing of 15 Patidars
youths in August last year for
demanding their rights in a
peaceful manner. Shah had
suppressed dalits in Una and
got Anandiben Patel changed
as chief minister when she

refused to toe the line. We all
know chief minister Vijay
Rupani is his rubber stamp,”
Kejriwal said, adding that
“unless aam aadmi gets those
responsible for killing the 15
youths punished, it will not
rest,” adding that he had visi-
ted the houses of Patidar
martyrs in the state. 

He also referred to the ho-
och tragedy in Surat, which
claimed 19 lives. “Where is
prohibition in Gujarat? At le-
ast 19 people died of hooch he-
re, but the state government
is not bothered because all
the ‘addaas’ are run by BJP
and Congress leaders,” he al-
leged. 

The AAP supremo said
BJP and Congress have an

understanding which is why
when Congress vice-presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi comes to
Gujarat, BJP leaders don’t
oppose him. They oppose on-
ly ‘Aam Aadmi’. This is be-
cause “they fear aam aadmi,”
he said, alleging Ahmed Pa-
tel, political secretary to
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, have a good
relationship. 

Kejriwal praised Patidar

Anamat Andolan Samiti and
OBC leaders namely Hardik
Patel, Alpesh Thakore and
Jignesh Mevani for raising
their voice for the benefit of
people. AAP leaders Sanjay
Singh and Kanu Kalsariya al-
so addressed the crowd. AAP
speakers alleged that the me-
dia was misrepresenting
facts and flayed BJP workers
for showing them black flags
at the Umiya Mata Temple. 

2017 assembly polls will usher
in a revolution: Kejriwal

Surat: Delhi police arrested
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
MLA Gulab Singh, who is co-
incharge of party affairs in
Gujarat, in connection with
an extortion case registered
against his associates in the
national capital from Umra
police station here on Sun-
day. Singh, who was here for
the public meeting of Delhi
chief minister Arvind Kejri-
wal, went to the office of Su-
rat’s commissioner of police
to surrender, but was bro-
ught to Umra police station
and arrested.

“We detained him and
then handed him over to Del-
hi police, who then arrested
the accused in the extortion
case,” inspector G A Sarvai-
ya said. Singh was taken by
Delhi police to the New Civil
Hospital (NCH) for a medical
examination. He will be
shortly produced before a co-
urt here by the Delhi police
before being taken to Delhi. 

A non-bailable warrant
was issued on Friday for his
failure to join the investiga-
tion in the extortion case re-
gistered under IPC section
384 against Singh’s associa-
tes. Property dealers Deepak
Sharma and Rinku Dhavan
in their FIR had alleged that

Singh’s associates Jagdish,
Satish and Divender, who
work in the AAP MLA’s offi-
ce, had extorted Rs2 lakh and
were pressurizing them for
an additional sum of Rs1.5
lakh. 

The complainants alle-
ged that the accused had co-
me in a vehicle with a beacon
that belonged to the MLA.
Singh’s driver and another
associate were arrested last
month. 

Singh told reporters,
“Why is Delhi police sear-
ching for me? I am on my way
to surrender at the Surat po-
lice commissioner’s office.” 

Meanwhile, AAP accused
the BJP-led government in
Delhi of hatching a conspi-
racy to get the MLA arrested
in a false case as it wanted to
create hurdles in Kejriwal’s
rally in Surat. 

Delhi police arrest
AAP MLA from Surat
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Ahmedabad:Aam Aadmi Par-
ty (AAP) supremo and Delhi
chief minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Sunday morning met the fa-
mily members of Mohammed
Ayyub who was brutally beaten
to death by self styled cow vigi-
lantes in the city on the night of
September 12. The meeting was
held in Vadodara circuit house
on the last day of Kejriwal’s Gu-
jarat visit.

Ayyub’s brother Arif said
that one of the party leaders
had arranged their meeting
with Kejriwal. Ayyub’s mother
Meraj Bano and sister Yasmin
Bano shared the pain of losing
the sole earning member of the-
ir family with Kejriwal.

“They first called us in Ba-
punagar but it was cancelled
due to some unavoidable cir-
cumstances. A female member

of their party told us to go to Va-
dodara,” Arif told TOI.

“Kejriwal asked us as to
what happened to my brother
and I narrated how gau raks-
haks had beaten him brutally
by showing injured Ayyub’s
photographs. We told him that
the main accused of Ayyub’s
killings are still on the run. He
assured us that he would ask his
party members to help us,” Arif
said. Arif claimed that the Delhi
CM assured him of providing
him a government job and ad-
ded that the meeting lasted for 15
minutes. However, AAP mem-
ber Vandana Patel, who accom-
panied Kejriwal on his visit, sa-
id that it was Ayyub’s family
which had approached them.
“We have not promised any job
to the family. Some of their com-
munity members, who are asso-
ciated with the party, might ha-
ve told them so,” Patel said.

Ahmedabad: Instead of cut-
ting a birthday cake and ha-
ving decorative balloons, a
Mehsana-based dalit couple
organised a training seminar
on women’s rights and gender
sensitivity on Sunday, two da-
ys after their daughter Ast-
ha’s 5th birthday.

The couple wanted to hold
the seminar on a holiday so
that more people could attend
it. It was conducted by Ah-
medabad-based activist Mee-
ra Rafi. 

The couple — Kaushik, 34,
and Dharmishtha Parmar, 27,
— have decided to use the
birthday to raise awareness
among local people on wo-
men’s issues. They believe
“women are suppressed in so-
ciety as much as dalits.”

Around 35 peo-
ple including
doctors, pro-
fessors and
other profes-
sionals, atten-
ded the semi-
nar that was or-
ganised at Am-
bedkar Hall in
Mehsana town. 

“We wanted to sensitise
people about the discrimina-
tion being faced by women.
Just as dalits face prejudice
against their caste, women fa-
ce discrimination because of
their gender. Many of us have
learnt to live with this fact,”

said,” Kaushik, who works at
a private firm.

Three years back, the cou-
ple decided to celebrate their
daughter’s birthday each ye-
ar in unique ways. “When she

turned three, we distributed
food among the poor at Meh-

sana railway
station. We
had planted a
sapling at a
Mehsana’s
government

primary school when she tur-
ned four,” he said.

Kaushik further said that
they wanted to raise several
issues concerning women —
from female foeticide to do-
mestic violence. 

Dharmistha said society
had imposed many restric-

tions on women which need to
be removed. 

“When a girl takes birth,
people distribute jalebis.
When boy is born, they distri-
bute sweets. Besides, a girl’s
birth is announced by beating
of thali (steel dishes) but
when it comes to a boy, they
beat drums. These are minute
forms of discrimination. We
want people to stop such prac-
tices,” she said.

Couple gifts daughter values of
justice, equality for 5th birthday

Ashish.Chauhan
@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: A walker that
helps physically-challenged
people and elderly climb sta-
irs while seated, a machine
which does mechanized pro-
cessing of betel leaves into
meetha paan and a system
that prevents water supply
to damaged taps, are among
the 31 innovations by school
kids, which will be rewar-
ded by the National Innova-
tion Foundation (NIF).
Three awardees are from
Gujarat. President Pranab
Mukherjee will felicitate
these students on Novem-
ber 7, at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan in New Delhi.

“Most innovations by
children are socially sensi-
tive and address a range of
problems, including water
wastage, disabilities, pest
infestation and environ-
ment issues, among others,”
said Dr Anil Gupta, profes-
sor, IIMA.

The names of the win-
ners of the Dr APJ Abdul
Kalam IGNITE 2016 Award
were announced on Satur-
day. “NIF’s team of engine-
ers, designers and fabrica-
tors will help the students’
convert their ideas into pro-
totypes, apply for patents
and to commercialize the
products,” said Dr Vipin Ku-
mar, director, NIF India.

Three Guj
students to
get IGNITE
Award 2016
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Ahmedabad: Some of the Pa-
kistani fishermen apprehen-
ded from the Chouhan Nala
creek area of Kutch have con-
tacts with Pakistan intelli-
gence agencies, said a top BSF
official. “The interrogation
of the Pakistani fishermen,
conducted by several intelli-
gence and security agencies,
is over and the fishermen ha-
ve been sent to jail,” the BSF

official said.
On October 5, just days af-

ter another Pakistani fishing
boat was impounded off the
Porbandar coast by the Indian
Coast Guard, a BSF patrol 
party had intercepted a small
Pakistan boat with nine men
on board.

“The men seemed suspi-
cious from the beginning as
we did not find any fishing
nets in the boat and all of them
were between 18 to 35,” the
BSF official said. BSF offici-

agencies are following the le-
ads given by the suspects,” the
BSF official said. According
to sources in the intelligence
department, Gujarat Police
has been alerted to the possi-
bility of Pakistan intelligen-
ce proxies doing a recce in the
guise of fishermen. BSF offi-
cials said they were prepared
and were in a dominating po-
sition. “Our men are alert in
the fenceless areas of creeks
and some parts of the land
border,” the BSF official said.

als said that during interroga-
tion, it came to light that some
of the apprehended men were
in contact with Pakistan in-
telligence agencies and with
some rogue elements from
across the border.

“Intelligence and security

Some Pak fishermen have intel links 
Sarfaraz.Shaikh

@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: In a unique initiative aimed at
spreading awareness about the Indian Army,
with a view to motivating youths of Gujarat
to join the armed forces, the Nirma Universi-
ty has joined hands with the Indian Army’s
Golden Katar Division to organize ‘Know Yo-
ur Army’ show on its campus on Monday and
Tuesday.

The show will display band and equip-
ment of the armed forces. According to Wing
Commander Abhishek Matiman, the show
this time forms a part of Praveg 2016 — a tech-
nical fest by the mechanical engineering stu-
dents of the university. The show is being co-
ordinated by the Gandhinagar-based Parbat
Ali Brigade and will have on display the art
equipment currently in use. Moreover, stu-
dents from over 40 universities and colleges
will be showcasing their defence technology
driven innovations at the two-day event. 
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Army band display at
Nirma University today

Ahmedabad: Infrastructure Leasing and
Financial Services Ltd (IL&FS) group has
received environmental clearance for its
proposed 2000 MW gas-based power project
in Mandvi taluka of Kutch district. 

The expert appraisal committee under
the union ministry of environment, forest
and climate change recently gave its appro-
val to Nana Layja Power Company Ltd, a
special purpose vehicle created to develop
the power plant.

The gas-fired power project will be de-
veloped within a multi-product special eco-
nomic zone (SEZ) by IL&FS group at Mand-
vi. Details provided by the company say
that in its environmental impact assess-
ment report (EIA), the cost of the project
for setting up the gas-based power plant is
Rs 7,187 crore.

“The environment clearance accorded
shall be valid for a period of 7 years from
the date of issue of this letter for the 
start of production operations,” the mini-
stry said in its notification approving the
project.

Apart from the gas-fired power plant, a

coal-based power plant with a capacity of
4000 MW has also been planned by the gro-
up at the same location. The investment for
the same is around Rs 28,000 crore.

The proposed power plant is conveni-
ently located and well-connected to the sea
which gives it the advantage of bringing
imported coal along with the indigenous
coal and gas required for the power plants.
Considering these aspects, both the plants
are proposed to be developed in the multi-
product SEZ and free trade and warehou-
sing zone (FTWZ) at Mandvi in Kutch. Esti-
mated project cost for development of SEZ,
including proposed power plants, is aro-
und Rs. 38,741crore.

Overall, IL&FS is developing an integ-
rated maritime complex comprising a sta-
te-of-the art shipyard, a marine and energy
SEZ and FTWZ. The marine and energy
SEZ as well as FTWZ are being developed
over 3,473 acres of land which will compri-
se of shipping and ancillary industries, po-
wer plants, fabrication & assembly units,
heavy engineering units and other port-ba-
sed industries.

2,000 MW Mandvi power
plant gets green nod

Gas-fired Unit Is To
Be Developed By

IL&FS Group 
Kalpesh.Damor@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: The annual knowledge summit of Indian
Institute of Management-Ahmedabad (IIM-A),
"Connexions," an initiative of the PGPX students of the
insitute, was conducted on October 14 and 15. The theme
of the summit this year was chosen as "Transforming
India: Ideas to Implementation" where members of
various corporate houses and government bodies shared
their experience with IIM-A students and faculties. TNN

IIM-A’s annual knowledge summit held

Ahmedabad: BSF jawans
from Gujarat frontier presen-
ted a scintillating performan-
ce of their skills to the beat of
Gujarati garba “Jay Jay Garvi
Gujarat...Mara Dil Ma Dadh-
ke Gujarat,” at the lush green
sports complex in BSF head-
quarters in Gandhinagar. The
audience present at the inau-
gural ceremony of Inter-
Frontier Wrestling Cluster-
2016 were left spellbound. 

Students of NIFT Gandhi-
nagar presented another su-
perb performance of fusion
dance on popular Hindi num-
bers.

The high points of the ce-
remony, however, were the
march-past conducted by te-
ams from 11 BSF frontiers, in-

cluding teams from Jammu
and Kashmir, and the wrest-
ling bout between two woman
constables from BSF.

The wrestling cluster will
continue till October 20. Abo-
ut 900 athletes from 11 BSF
frontiers, including Guwaha-
ti, Jammu, Kashmir, Mizo-
ram, Meghalaya, North Beng-
al, Punjab, Rajasthan, South
Bengal, Tripura and Gujarat
will compete for 183 medals.
“The competition in men and
women’s categories would in-
clude wrestling, judo, boxing,
gymnastics and weightlif-
ting,” said Ajay Tomar, IG,
BSF, Gujarat Frontiers. The
chief guest of the event, DGP
armed units (Gujarat), Pra-
modkumar, said BSF always
puts up a tough competition
during national police meets.

BSF jawans keep garba
beats at wrestling meet

TOI

TOI
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Jawans show their prowess with musical rhythm 

TOI

MLA Gulab Singh (Right)

Ahmedabad: Dr R K Singh, associate professor of
Law at Gujarat National Law University (GNLU), has
been selected for deputation as Indian Council for
Cultural Relations (ICCR) Rotating Chair at the
University of Hannover in Germany for a period of
one semester commencing from October 2016. It is
for the first time that any GNLU faculty member has
been selected for deputation as ICCR Rotating
Chair. Under this fellowship, Singh will be teaching
‘Comparative Contract Law (with Elements of
Electronic Contracts)’ and ‘Indian Constitutional
Law in a Comparative View’. TNN

GNLU faculty chosen for ICCR

A few Patidars showed black flags at the meeting, but nothing
untoward happened. The public meeting of Arvind Kejriwal

concluded peacefully once it started at 6pm. There was tight
police bandobast at the public meeting. AAP had also deployed
some bouncers at the venue.

Tight security for public meeting 
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AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal addresses a public rally at Yogi Chowk, Surat

Pics: Gaurang Joshi

The couple — Kaushik, 34, and
Dharmishtha Parmar, 27, —
(below) decided to use their
daughter’s birthday to raise
awareness on women’s issues

Ayyub’s mother Meraj Bano and sister Yasmin Bano shared the pain of
losing the sole earning member of their family 
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Intelligence and
security agencies
are following the
leads given by the
suspects

Kejri meets kin of man
killed by gau rakshaks


