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THE GUJARAT government in-
formed the Assembly on Tuesday
there has been a drastic drop in the
quantum ofelectricity that Gujarat
— a power surplus state — is sell-
ing to various states during the last
few years. 

In 2016, Gujarat sold a paltry 38

million units of power against
5,800 million units in 2013.

In 2012, Gujarat had sold 4,573
million units of its surplus power
to different states and power ex-
changes at an average rate of Rs
3.88 per unit. 

This quantum ofsale increased
to 5808 million units in 2013 when
every unit ofpower fetched an av-
erage rate ofRs 3.24, the state gov-
ernment informed the Gujarat

Assembly in a written reply to a
query raised by Congress MLA
Tejashree Patel on Tuesday.

In the subsequent years, the
quantum ofpower sold by Gujarat
dipped drastically — it sold just 38
million units at an average rate of
Rs 2.53 per unit (as on November
30, 2016). This included 26 million
units to Chhattisgarh, 4 million
units to Uttar Pradesh and 8 mil-
lion units to Indian Energy

Exchange (IEX).
A questionnaire sent to the

Gujarat Urja Vikas Nigam — a
state-run umbrella company re-
sponsible for bulk purchase and
sale of electricity among other
functions — remained unan-
swered. According to state govern-
ment officials, Gujarat has been a
power surplus state with a total in-
stalled capacity of 25,362 MW of
which 19,638 MW is conventional

and 5,724 MW is renewable. Even
during the summers, the peak de-
mand is just a little over 15,000
MW. Between 2012 and 2016, the
biggest beneficiary of Gujarat’s
surplus power has been the two
power exchanges — IEX and
Power Exchange India Ltd (PXIL).
Among states, Karnataka was the
biggest buyer in the last five years
with over 4700 million units pur-
chased at a rate ofRs 4.10-4.50 per

unit. Besides Karnataka, Delhi,
Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, West
Bengal, Assam, Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand and Tamil Nadu pur-
chased power from Gujarat. 

“One ofthe reasons for the fall
in Gujarat’s sale of power is the
cost. These days, states are able to
buy cheaper power from the
power exchanges than from
Gujarat,” said K K Bajaj, a veteran
energy and regulatory expert.

Drastic fall in sale of state’s surplus power

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GANDHINAGAR, MAY 10

IN A move that will cause financial
burden ofRs 930 crore on state ex-
chequer, the Gujarat Government
on Wednesday declared to give a
total 4 per cent  dearness al-
lowance— two installments— to
the employees ofthe state govern-
ment, panchayats and pensioners
from July 1, 2016. 

More than 8.20 lakh employ-
ees of the government, panchay-
ats and pensioners will benefit
from the decision.

Deputy Chief Minister Nitin
Patel announced the decision af-
ter it got an approval from the state
cabinet in its meeting on
Wednesday.

Patel said that as per the rec-
ommendations of the Central
Government, after implementing
the Seventh Pay Commission, the
government has decided to give 2
per cent  dearness allowance from
July 1, 2016 to December 31, 2016.
At the same time, it has also been
decided to give 4 per cent  dear-
ness allowance from January 1,
2017 to the aforementioned em-
ployees and pensioners.

“The arrears for the said period
will be given to the employees and
pensioners in their salary of the
current month. And this will cause
a total financial burden of Rs 930
crore, including the arrears, on the
state government in the current
year. For the rest of the years, the
increase in dearness allowance
will cause annual financial burden
ofRs 465 crore,” Patel said.

In Gujarat, there are a 
total 1,85,575 state government
employees and 2,08,771 pan-
chayat employees and 4,26,418
pensioners.

State to give 
4 % DA to govt
employees,
pensioners

CRACKING CET
As many as 2.67 lakh students took the Gujarat Common Entrance Test conducted by the
Gujarat Secondary and Higher Secondary Education Board  on Wednesday. Bhupendra Rana 

■ Out of 1,34,326registered candidates,
1,32,472 appeared for Physics and Chemistry
examination which was a combined paper.
Maths exam saw 66,890 students appearing
out of 67,814 registered candidates. 

■ For pharmacy colleges, as many as 67,963
students appeared in Biology out of 68,983
registered for the examination. Also, 60%
weightage will given to marks scored in four
semesters and 40% to GujCET. ENS
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THE INTERNATIONAL Financial
Services Centre (IFSC) at GIFT
City in Gandhinagar has signed

a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
Gujarat National Law
University (GNLU) to collabo-
rate on efforts for skill develop-
ment in the field of interna-
tional financial services and
Regulations.

As per the MoU, GNLU will
introduce a new course on in-
ternational financial services
law from June.

GNLU will also organise
programmes for lawyers cover-
ing IFSC, international arbitra-
tion and related fields. 

Besides, GNLU will encour-
age its masters and degree stu-
dents to undertake certificate
programmes in international
law and international financial
services. It will also develop
and conduct programmes in fi-
nancial market along with GIFT
and other institutions.

New financial services law course at GNLU 

The Gujarat Secondary
and Higher Secondary
Education Board
(GSHSEB) will announce
Class XII Science results
Thursday at 10 am. While
students can check their
results from the board's
website www.gseb.org,
the mark sheets will be
distributed from 11 am
till 4 pm in each district.
ENS

CLASS XII RESULTS


