
GUJARAT 5WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, TUESDAY, APRIL 18, 2017

PARCHED PECKER

Woodpecker drinking water from a broken water supply
pipeline in Ahmedabad on Monday. Javed Raja

GOPAL KATESHIYA
BOTAD, APRIL 17

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
on Monday said that nobody has
the right to waste a drop of
Narmada water being pumped
to reservoirs in Saurashtra as part
of the Saurashtra Narmada
Avtaran Irrigation (SAUNI) Yojna
as the project was being funded
by taxes collected from the poor.  

"The Gujarat government has
estimated a budget of Rs 16,000
crore to pump water by SAUNI
Yojna... If we channel water
through open canals, the ex-
pense can be less. But we decided
that even if it is expensive, we will
pump water through pipelines as
only then we can take water to
the last farm. Otherwise there
will be rampant pilferage along
the way. I request all brothers and
sisters, I request the entire
Gujarat. These pipelines have
been laid by taxes collected from
the poorest of Gujarat. This is an
attempt to supply water to the
poorest. This water is a prasad
(blessing) ofGod. Neither me nor
you have any right to waste a
drop of it," Modi said.

The PM was addressing a
public meeting here after dedi-
cating to the public phase-I of
Link-II of SAUNI Yojna. The Link-
II pipeline canal has been de-
signed to pump Narmada water
into 17 dams in Botad, Bhavnagar
and Amreli districts. The be 257-

km line will have capacity to
carry 258 million cubic metres of
water. Phase-I covers Limdi
Bhogavo dam-II near Limdi to
Bhimdad dam in Gadhda taluka
of Botad district. Modi had inau-
gurated phase-I of Link-I near
Dhrol in Jamnagar district last
August. 

The PM said he wanted to
make villages rich by providing
irrigation water and not by giv-
ing them wads ofnotes. "Farmers
of Gujarat have the capacity to
harvest gold by using that water.
Therefore, they will certainly pre-

fer water over wads ofnotes," he
said. 

Modi said the government
had taken the water to the most
difficult terrains for the poor.
"Today, Narmada water has
reached 400 km away and at a
height of 400 metres. When
phase-II is complete, it the dis-
tance will be 500 km and height
500 metres," he said.

The PM also praised Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan for his yatra for
conserving Narmada. "To ensure
that water continues to flow in

the Narmada in coming decades,
he is encouraging people to plant
trees along its banks. It is there-
fore the duty of every Gujarati to
thank Chouhan and make it our
religion to adopt drip irrigation,
sprinkler irrigation etc," he said. 

Reiterating the cental govern-
ment's intention to double in-
come of farmers by 2022, he
urged them to adopt mechanisa-
tion, dairy farming, use solar
power and reduce use of chemi-
cal fertilisers. 

Modi also laid the foundation
stone for phase-II ofLink-II. It will

start from Bhimdad dam and end
at Shetrunji dam, the largest
reservoir in Saurashtra in terms
of water storage capacity. Modi
has announced the SAUNI proj-
ect in 2012 when he was Gujarat
chief minister.

Gujarat government has estimated a budget of Rs 16,000 crore to pump water by SAUNI Yojna

Respect Narmada, save every drop: PM

Jabalpur (MP):BJP president
Amit Shah on Monday said
that after the completion of
ongoing Narmada Sewa
Yatra campaign, the river
will be ranked among the
cleanest in the world.

Praising Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan for
launching the initiative,
Shah said, “Once this con-
servation campaign is over,
Narmada will be ranked
among the cleanest water
bodies of the world, like
Thames in London and
Rhine in Switzerland.”
Shah was addressing a
gathering at Gwari Ghat on
Narmada after taking part
in Namami Devi Narmade
Sewa Yatra, a campaign for
conservation of river
Narmada. PTI

The Link-II pipeline canal has been designed to pump Narmada water into 17 dams in Botad,
Bhavnagar and Amreli districts.  Express

NARMADA WILL BE
RANKED AMONG
CLEANEST RIVERS,
SAYS SHAH
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A FIRE erupted from the garbage
mounds in the municipal land-
fill site of Pirana on Monday
morning, barely 24 hours after it
was controlled in the interven-
ing night of Saturday and
Sunday. Panic gripped nearby ar-
eas, including Citizen Nagar - the
colony ofsurvivors of2002 mas-
sacres at Naroda and Gulbarg -
as over a thousand residents ran
out of their houses due to suffo-
cation and breathing trouble
from methane gas, seeping out
of the waste.

The fire first started around
10.30pm on Saturday and con-
trolled by three fire tenders and
five tankers by 2.30 am on
Sunday. On Monday, it again
broke out around 11.30 am and
it took four fire tenders to con-
trol the blaze by 2.30 pm. 

Additional chief fire officer
Rajesh Bhatt said the site was not
fit for human settlement but
people had occupied it illegally.

Local councillor Badruddin
Shaikh, who rushed to the spot
on Monday morning, however,
said, apart from the illegal occu-
pants, those living in nearby pri-

vate colonies were also affected.
On Monday, the victims

demonstrated on
Khodiyarnagar-Piplaj Road,
causing traffic jam. They shouted
slogans demanding closure of
the four-decade-old landfill site.
Shaikh said it often caught fire
and smoke, emanating pungent
smell, reaching even  Narol-
Vishala Bypass. “If the civic body
does not stop dumping city
garbage at the site in 15 days, the
residents will start an agitation.
We will also form a human chain
of10,000 persons on the spot af-
ter 10 days to draw the attention

of the reluctant authorities,” he
said.

When contacted, director of
solid waste Harshadrai Solanki
said, “Such fire and emissions
have been occurring in the area
for years. This summer, when
the mercury touched 42 degree
Celsius, methane burned up. The
situation can be worse when the
temperature goes up later this
summer. We can do little about
solving a problem of this magni-
tude, but sprinkle water when-
ever fire breaks out.”

Standing committee chair-
man Pravin Patel said, “There is
no immediate solution to this.”

Nadeem Saiyed (53), a riot
survivor who had come here in
2003 from Naroda Patiya, says,
“My lungs have been affected
badly due to inhaling poisonous
gas over the years. There are
many like me who have got se-
rious ailments with no medical
facility,” he said.

Saiyed complains of burning
sensation in eyes, which turn red
often. “I have been afflicted by
acidity and diabetes to make
matters worse,” said Saiyed who
had to give up his carpenter job
and become a casual worker due
to health issues. Despite lack of
facilities, we pay tax,” he said.

AHMEDABAD

Pirana fire affects thousands,
municipal corporation helpless

The fire erupted from a
garbage dump. Express
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A BSc first year nursing student
was found dead under mysteri-
ous circumstances in the garden
of New Civil Hospital in Surat on
Monday morning. 

Police have recovered a sui-
cide note from the luggage of
Rahul Chudasma (19), a resident
of Bhavnagar district, in which
he had written that he missed
his family and could not stay
alone in Surat. 

According to sources,
Chudasma was a student of the
nursing college on the New Civil
Hospital campus and stayed in a
hostel there. His body was found
lying in the garden near his hos-
tel after which, the nursing col-
lege authorities informed the
police. Khatodara police recov-
ered the body and started a
probe. The police  found some
injury marks on the body and
sent it for postmortem in the
New Civil Hospital. Though the
post mortem was carried out in
the afternoon, no cause of death
had been reported so far.

The doctors have sent some
viscera samples to the forensic
science laboratory for test. Police
also searched his hostel room
and checked the luggage, during
which they discovered the sui-
cide note. They also interrogated
his roommates and other college
students. 

Khatodara police inspector R
R Ahir said, “The cause ofdeath is
still not known. His viscera sam-
ples have been sent to the foren-
sic science lab.”

Panchmahal edu dept mulls English medium section 
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PANCHMAHAL DISTRICT pri-
mary education department has
sought a permission from state
education department to start a
separate English medium section
in Class I from this academic year.

For this they have identified
two primary schools in Gothda
Timba and Morva Hadaf taluka
where infrastructure is available

to accommodate a batch of 50
students each.

Archna Chaudhari, district
primary education officer, said,
“In Panchmahal district, there are
many parents who aspire for
English medium education for
their children but can not afford
the private schools. We have sent
a requisition to the state educa-
tion department last month,
seeking a permission to start an
English medium section in Class
I in the two schools.” 

Chaudhari added, “We are ex-
pecting a reply from the state this
week. If the permission is
granted, we will start a promo-
tion to enroll more students. As
per the Right to Education Act,
we will provide them free text-
books of Gujarat State School
Textbook Board.” 

Panchmahal district educa-
tion authority had also sought
the permission last year but it
was not granted for unknown
reasons. 
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IN A first, to mark the occasion
of World Heritage Day, the
Gujarat National Law University
(GNLU) has partnered with the
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) to hold a month-long ex-
hibition on the retrieved antiq-
uities of India from abroad.

The 29 photographs of re-
trieved antiquities at the photo-
exhibition will also include the
photograph and details of a 12th
century marble sculpture of
Brahma and his consort
Brahmani (Brahma- Brahmani)
stolen from Gujarat in 2001
from Rani Ki Vav in Patan district
in 2001, which is currently in the
possession of the Indian
Consulate in London. 

The statue had reportedly
been stolen from the UNESCO
World Heritage Site at Rani-ki-
Vav in Patan in Gujarat and had
resurfaced in London in 2015.

Richa Sharma, convener,
Legal History Museum Council
at GNLU, said the events mark
the coming together of history
and law and a one-day work-
shop on ‘Heritage Law:
Prevention of Illicit Trafficking of
Cultural Property’ will also be
held.

“The photographs of these
29 objects sent abroad by illegal
means and retrieved and
brought back by the Indian gov-
ernment include the photo of
Brahma Brahmani sculpture
that was stolen from the Rani Ki
Vav in Patan in 2001,” said Arun
Malik, Deputy Superintending
Archaeologist, Vadodara Circle.
The exhibition and workshop at
GNLU will be inaugurated by the
Gujarat Sports and Culture
Minister Rajendrabhai Trivedi,
and other dignitaries from ASI. 

Sharma added, “Due to
heavy demand in the interna-
tional antique market, many
heritage antiquities are stolen
and illegally exported and sold.
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WORLD HERITAGE DAY 

Gujarat National Law University
partners with ASI to hold exhibition

Many Indian antiquities have
surfaced in the foreign land, re-
trieved by ASI and later given to
the Indian Mission of the con-
cerned country. 

After careful examination
and verification, the Indian
Government recently retrieved
nearly 32 antiquities through
negotiation, voluntary return,
court cases or through applica-
tion under the UNESCO
Convention, 1970 in last two
years, which would be of inter-
est and pride to people.

“The preservation of histori-
cal structures movable and im-
movable are the responsibility of
the Government and civic soci-
ety at large to sustain the cultural
heritage for present and future
generation of India,” he said.
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EVEN AS the forest fire at popular
hill station Mount Abu, located in
Aravallis, continued for the
fourth day on Monday, hotel
booking enquiries from Gujarati
tourists for the next weekend
kept pouring in, said hoteliers at
the holiday spot.

The forest fire, which broke
out at Mount Abu in Sirohi dis-
trict ofRajasthan on April 14, con-
tinued unabated on Monday in a
scattered manner owing to sum-
mer winds even as IAF helicop-
ters poured water to douse it
with aid from army troops, forest
department, district administra-
tion and local police. There have
been no reports of any accidents
or fatalities, said Gujarat tourism
officials privy to the develop-
ment. 

“There is a rush of Gujarati
tourists to Mount Abu especially

from places like Valsad,
Vadodara, Rajkot, Palanpur,
Mehsana, Saurashtra and Bhuj on
the weekends and our hotel oc-
cupancy was 80% last week.
Despite the fire, I have  enquiries
for the next weekend and rooms
have been booked for the next
two weekends,” said CM Rao,
manager of Toran Gujarat
Bhavan (of Gujarat Tourism) at
Mt Abu. 

On Sunday, however, many
tourists had to cut short their
travel plans to Mount Abu and
head towards Udaipur as the ap-

proach roads to the hill station
had been blocked for close to six
hours to make way for water
tankers. “Currently the situation
is under control and there is free
flow of traffic. On Sunday, traffic
both to and fro between Mount
Abu and Abu Road, located 22km
below, was halted from 10 am to
4 pm as the armed forces contin-
ued to control the fire. The situa-
tion worsened at areas like Chipa
Beri, located on the 22km stretch,
but things have normalised to-
day (Monday) after a large part
of the fire has been contained. 

Mt Abu fire does not dampen
holiday mood of Gujarati tourists 


