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BHAGWATTOATTEND2-DAYSEMINAR

Bharatiya Vichar Manch, an arm of RSS, will organise a two-day seminar on
“Freeing India from the Colonial mindset” from Saturday. RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat, JNU professor Makrand Paranjape, classical dancer Sonal Mansingh
and film director Chandraprakash Dwivedi will participate in the event.

3D mapping show,
bicycle rally for PM’s
welcome in Surat
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A SCUFFLE broke out between
Talala MLA Govind Parmar’s
builder son Sursinh (36) and the
collection staffat Dari toll plaza on
National Highway 8D near
Veraval, allegedly over paying toll
late on Thursday evening.  Sursinh
and his relative apart from a secu-
rity guard of the plaza were in-
jured in the incident.

Parmar, in a television inter-
view, accused the toll plaza staff
of making Sursinh change three
gates for passage and abusing him
verbally while the latter alleged
that the MLA’s son was not pay-

ing the levy. The security guard of
the plaza also accused the MLA of
threatening him with a firearm. 

Cross complaints have been
filed by both the parties at Prabhas
Patan police station.

Police said that the incident
took place around 7.15 pm on
Thursday when the BJP MLA’s son
was going towards Junagadh from
Veraval. “In his complaint, Sursinh,
who runs a construction business
in Surat, has accused around 10
men of beating him up with iron
pipes and sticks. Two  have been
identified as Pradeepsinh Jadeja
and Praful Solanki. A relative, who
was travelling with him in his
Bolero car, was also injured in the
scuffle. The complainant further

stated that the accused also broke
his gold chain and robbed him of
his gold ring,” an officer said.

Sursinh was taken to a hospi-
tal in Veraval where he was given
first aid while his relative didn’t re-
quire any medical attention as the
injury was minor. On the other
hand, security guard Urvish
Solanki was rushed to the local
government hospital with inter-
nal injuries. From there, he was
later referred to Junagadh.

Based on Sursinh’s complaint,
Prabhas Patan police have booked
Pradeepsinh, Praful and seven-
eight other unidentified men for
robbery, voluntarily causing hurt
and criminal intimidation.

In the cross complaint, filed

with the same police station,
Dipak Vadhiya, manager ofthe toll
plaza stated that three unidenti-
fied men, who were travelling in a
car bearing “MLA Gujarat” plate,
had picked up a quarrel with his
staff over paying the toll. “They
beat up security guard Solanki and
damaged the boom barrier of a
toll gate,” Vadhiya said. 

While talking to the media
from his hospital bed, Solanki al-
leged that soon after Sursinh was
stopped at the toll plaza for not
paying toll, around 20 men came
in two cars and beat him up with
iron pipes and sticks. “One ofthem
was Parmarbhai (the MLA). He
pointed a revolver or pistol-like
weapon and threatened me not

to file a police complaint or he
would kill me,” said the security
guard, adding the assailants took
away his wallet.

He also alleged that police did
not register his complaint after the
incident even though they came
to hospital twice. But Kantigiri
Meghnathi, in-charge police in-
spector ofPrabhas Patan, said the
matter was under investigation. 

When The Indian Expresstried
to contact MLA Parmar over his
phone, it was unreachable. A TV
report quoted Parmar saying:
“Sursinh told me that they made
him change three toll gates for
passage and abused him verbally.
So he got down from the car. But
they started beating him brutally.” 

MLA son, 2 others injured in scuffle over toll
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BJP’S SURAT unit would be or-
ganising a host of events such as
3D mapping show, bicycle rally
and sand sculpting by renowned
artist Sudarsan Pattnaik as part
of its plan to welcome Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to the
city on Sunday. The Prime
Minister is scheduled to attend
at least four events in the city
during his two-day visit. 

While the 3D mapping show
would be held at a city mall,
Pattnaik’s creations would be on
display at another shopping cen-
tre. Surat city BJP president Nitin
Bhajiyawala said, “We have
planned a grand welcome for

our Prime Minister, as he is com-
ing to Surat for the first time af-
ter the party’s massive victory in
UP and Uttarakhand Assembly
polls. Modi is the first prime
minister to stay in the city
overnight and that’s why we
have planned a bike rally, a 3D
mapping show in a mall, and
two sand structures.”

On Monday, the Prime
Minster is slated to inaugurate a
diamond factory, owned by Hare
Krishna Exports Pvt Ltd, one of
the country’s largest diamond
exporters, at Ichhapore and ad-
dress nearly 10,000 diamond
workers. He will also inaugurate
a hospital in Katargam which has
been built by Samast Patidar
Samaj, and address members of
the community.
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STATING THAT setting up of a
mega textile park at Pinjarat vil-
lage in Olpad taluka of Surat dis-
trict will affect the environment
and violate Coastal Regulation
Zone (CRZ), the Gujarat Khedut
Samaj has on Thursday lodged its
protest with the Southern Gujarat
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SGCCI) to drop the lat-
ter’s move to set up the same.

The chamber had submitted
its draft proposal  to develop a
Mega Textile Park on the govern-
ment land to the state chiefsecre-
tary last week. The Rs 2,000 crore
project will come up on 2,000
acres of government land at
Pinjarat village. The state govern-
ment has decided to depute  in-

dustries commissioner Mamta
Verma to the site on April 17 to ex-
amine the viability.

Gujarat Khedut Samaj presi-
dent Jayesh Patel on Thursday met
SGCCI president B S Agrawal and
handed over a memorandum to
him. In the memorandum,  GKS
has pointed out that that the proj-
ect land falls near the coastal area
and under inter-tidal zone area, as
prescribed by Surat Urban
Development Authority (SUDA)
plan 2035. This would pose threat
to the industries during high tides
in the sea. 

Further,  the project land falls
within the 500 metre area of
Coastal Regulatory Zone and that
this would adversely affect hit the
fishermen of Pinjarat village by
snatching away their livelihood. 

SGCCI president B S Agrawal
said, “We will form an expert

team to look into all the objections
raised by Gujarat Khedut Samaj.
We will also follow the environ-
mental norms and see that there
is no disturbances caused to the
environment and later we will de-
cide whether to go ahead with the
project or not.”

GKS member Darshan Naik
said, “We have tried to prevail over
the SGCCI president on the ill-ef-
fects of the proposed project as it
will violate the CRZ norms and
even endanger the mangrove
plantations. He had assured us
that he would consider all our ob-
jections and will later come to any
conclusion.  

The same group had launched
an agitation against  notifying of
Choryasi and Olpad under the
Special Investment Region which
had forced the government to de-
notify them, in 2014.

Farmers’ body raises red flag
against textile park in Surat

GNLU gets 12 new research
chairs, Rs 3 cr fellowship
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AS MANY as 12 research chairs
have been set up at Gujarat
National Law University (GNLU)
along with fellowships worth Rs
3 crore by global and national cor-
porations, law firms, public sector
undertakings and government
departments.

It is especially with recent es-
tablishment of two chairs by a
public trust and leading law firm
under GNLU-Navinchandra Desai
Law Foundation, the varsity aims
to forge a partnership with larger
legal fraternity. GNLU will provide
assistance to lawyers and students
to develop their skills and con-
tinue legal and publish research
works and undertake internship
in inter-governmental organisa-
tions.  Leading law firm Cyril
Amarchand Mangaldas have es-
tablished a dedicated Chair that
will provide a forum for discussion
and study of legal and judicial
ethics and values to assist judici-
ary, bar, law commission of India
and designated policy making in-
stitutions by providing legal re-
search and advise on contempo-
rary issues. 

Other academic chairs at
GNLU include Microsoft India
(Intellectual Property Rights),
ONGC (International Contracts),
Khaitan & Co. (Mergers &

Acquisitions), Gujarat Urja Vikas
Nigam Limited (Energy Laws),
Cube Construction Engineering
Limited (Real Estates), Gujarat
Council on Science and
Technology (Intellectual Property
Rights), Gujarat Maritime Board
(Maritime Laws), Satluj Vidyut
Nigam Limited (Sustainable
Development), Ministry of Earth
Sciences (Law of the Sea), and
Department ofSocial Welfare and
Justice, Gujarat (Social Laws).

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
RAJKOT, APRIL 14

THREE DALIT youths on Friday
tried to end their lives by consum-
ing some poisonous substance
near the statue of Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar in Dhoraji town in
Rajkot district to press for their de-
mand of a policeman’s arrest.

Police said, after the incident,
the youths — Punit Bagada, Raju
Saundarva and Mayur Chaudhari
—  were rushed to a hospital in
Junagadh, where they are now
“out ofdanger”.

The trio allegedly tried to com-
mit suicide near the Ambedkar
statue, where several people had
gathered to pay their tributes to
the Dalit icon on his 126th birth
anniversary, police said.

“Bagada, also known as ‘Jonty’,
is a listed bootlegger. He had re-
cently lodged a complaint against
a constable of Dhoraji under the
Prevention of Atrocities Act,”
Rajkot SP Antrip Sood said.

As per Bagda’s complaint,
when was in the custody of
Dhoraji police some time back on
the charges of bootlegging, the
constable had beaten him up.
Later, Bagda had filed a complaint
against the policeman, following
which a case had been registered
against the latter, Sood said.

“Demanding immediate ar-
rest of the constable, Bagda and
two ofhis relatives consumed poi-
sonous substance near the
Ambedkar statue on Friday,” the
police officer said.  They are now
being treated at a hospital in
Junagadh and are out of danger,
Sood added. 

People queue up at statue of B R Ambedkar in Ahmedabad to
pay  tributes on his 126th birth anniversary, on Friday. Javed Raja

3 Dalit youths attempt suicide
near Ambedkar statue in Rajkot


