
Ahmedabad: The president of
Cept University, Bimal Patel, on
Saturday wrote a letter to the po-
lice, stating that the 14 students
caught at an alleged booze party,
are among the best in the count-
ry and keeping them away from
classes would adversely affect
their studies. 

“Cept University is among
the best institutions of the hig-
her education in the country.
Most of our students, including
these 14, are among the best in
the country and have potential
to be good future citizens of this
country. These students are yo-
ung, all under the age of 25, and
like many young people they are
prone to impetuous and care-
free behaviour sometimes. This
is no excuse to condone brea-

king the law and if they are inde-
ed guilty of breaking the law,
justice should be served appro-

priately,” said a letter written by
Patel to the investigating officer
(IO) of the case.

“At this stage I wish to bring
to your notice that the students
have upcoming exams and need
to return to their academic pre-
cincts. Considering their young
age and otherwise high potenti-
al for being good citizens their
spending too much time away
from classes would adversely af-
fect their studies,” added the let-
ter.

However, M U Mashi, in-
spector of Satellite police, deni-
ed having received a written re-

quest from Cept University, ad-
ding that the students are in ju-
dicial custody now.

Sources at the police station
said officials from the varsity
had visited the police station on
Saturday for a copy of the FIR.
“University representatives sa-
id they needed information to
take action against the students
at the institution level and wan-
ted the details of the case. We as-
ked them to come with a request
on a letterhead,” said a senior of-
ficial. 

Meanwhile, a metropolitan
court granted bail to the five
girls who were among the 14
caught at the alleged liquor par-
ty in Satellite area on Friday
morning. Metropolitan magist-
rate H N Desai granted bail to
the girls but sent the boys to judi-
cial custody. The bail pleas filed
by the boys were rejected after
the prosecutor argued that with
the recent amendment making
prohibition more stringent, the
provision for punishment is a
10-year jail term in such cases.

Cept president writes to
cops for release of students

Girls Were
Granted Bail,

Boys Sent To Jail

Gandhinagar: Gujarat go-
vernor O P Kohli has appro-
ved the amendment to the
Prohibition Act which was
passed by the state assembly a
few days ago.

Minister of state for home
Pradipsinh Jadeja said: “The
governor of Gujarat has app-
roved the new prohibition
bill. We have instructed all
SPs, commissioners and IGs
to strictly implement the new
prohibition law. The required
action will be taken very
shortly to implement the law
strictly.”

Jadeja further said: “Our

state monitoring cell for pro-
hibition implementation will
shortly start a toll-free helpli-
ne, WhatsApp, SMS and soci-
al media service where peo-
ple can directly inform about
the sale of liquor in their are-
as and give feedback. Police
officials who try to help boot-
leggers will also be booked
under the new law. Like the
anti-corruption bureau
(ACB) a unit to watch police
officials will be started. Poli-
ce will be held responsible for
the sale of liquor in their ju-
risdictions. We will soon revi-
se the government resolution
to fix responsibility of police
officers for laxity.”

Governor approves amendments
to tighten Prohibition Act 

Additional provisions
➤  For buying, selling and 
transportation of liquor, up to 
10 years imprisonment and Rs 
5 lakh fine

➤  Operator or helper of liquor 
den to face 10 years 
imprisonment and Rs 1 lakh fine

➤  3 years imprisonment for 
creating public nuisance after 
consuming liquor

➤  Officials who help criminals 
escape will face 7 years jail 
and Rs 1 lakh fine

➤  5 years jail and Rs 5 lakh 
fine for creating trouble or 
attacking police during a raid

Ahmedabad: Union law and
justice minister, Ravi Shan-
kar Prasad said here on Sa-
turday that “a grand Ram
temple will be built in Ayod-
hya, constitutionally”.

Talking on the sidelines of
8th convocation of Gandhina-
gar-based Gujarat National
Law University (GNLU), Pra-
sad claimed that a large num-
ber of Muslim women, vic-
tims of triple talaq, voted for
BJP in the recently conclu-
ded Uttar Pradesh assembly
elections.

“The Lucknow bench of
Allahabad high court has al-
ready given its verdict that
Ram Lalla (Lord Ram) was
born at the same place where
Ram Lalla resides at present.
The bench also considered
that the other side had failed
to prove the existence of Ba-
bri mosque. The case is pen-
ding in the Supreme Court,”
he said.

“The constitutional ways
are in favour of the Ram
temple. After the SC verdict,
a grand Ram temple will be
built (in Ayodhya) as per
constitutional way,” Prasad
said on being asked when the
Ram temple will be built.

Prasad also accused the
opposition and its women le-
aders of playing appease-
ment politics by remaining
silent on the triple talaq is-
sue.

“Triple talaq is not the is-
sue of a religion but of gen-
der justice, gender equality
and gender dignity. We re-
spect others’ way of worship
but a wrong tradition cannot
become a way of worship. If a
Hindu says that I will practi-

ce untouchability because it
is a part and the need of my
worship, it cannot be done be-
cause untouchability is pro-
hibited by the Constitution.
In the same way, the Constitu-
tion also says not to discrimi-
nate against the women,” he
said.

“Over 20 Islamic countri-
es in the world either regula-
ted or banned the triple talaq.
If these Islamic countries ne-
ver took the issue of triple ta-
laq something against Sharia
law, then why a secular count-
ry like India should consider
it. We will press this issue ag-
gressively before the Supre-
me Court,” Prasad added.

Taking a potshot at Cong-
ress, Prasad said, “Rahul
Gandhi is the biggest pro-
blem of Congress. This is not
BJP’s responsibility to take
Congress forward but we cer-
tainly want Congress as a
strong opposition party.”

Also present at the convo-
cation ceremony were Justi-
ce Pinaki Chandra Ghosh of
the Supreme Court, Chief
Justice R Subhash Reddy of
the Gujarat high court and
Gujarat’s law minister Pra-
dipsinh Jadeja. Degrees were
given to 221 students — PhD
scholars (4), postgraduate
(LLM) (66); and undergradu-
ate LLB, Honours (151).

A grand Ram temple will be
built, constitutionally: Prasad

Minister Says A
Large Number Of
Muslim Women

Voted For BJP In UPGandhinagar: The state
government has ordered a
feasibility survey for
supplying drinking and ir-
rigation water to villages
situated on the banks of
Nalsarovar in Sanand ta-
luka. The feasibility sur-
vey will begin in two days.

In February, at least se-
ven policemen, including
district superintendent of
police R V Asari, and a
number of farmers sustai-
ned injuries in stone pel-
ting when police tried to
stop a farmers’ rally over
supply of irrigation water
near Sanand town. The po-
lice said that the organi-
sers didn’t have permis-
sion for the rally.

The government on Sa-

turday stated that after re-
ceiving representations
from 32 villages of Viram-
gam, Sanand and Bavla ta-
lukas for supply of irriga-
tion water it has decided to
conduct the technical fea-
sibility survey of the op-
tions available to supply
water to farmers of the
area.

An official statement of
the government said that
the collector, Avantika
Singh, had called a mee-
ting of government offici-
als in the area and had as-
ked them to complete the
survey as soon as possible.
The government has also
said that if required, the
help of WAPCOS, a go-
vernment of India under-
taking, will be taken to car-
ry out the survey.
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GNLU students after the convocation 

Union law and justice minister, Ravi Shankar Prasad at the 8th
convocation of Gandhinagar-based Gujarat National Law University 
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P Painting exhibition 

An exhibition titled 
‘Forking Paths’ 
was organized at 
the faculty of fine 
arts, MSU, at 
which works of 97 
artists were 
displayed.

Poetry in action

Andy Conner, a 
British perform- 
ance poet, took 
part in Satvikam 
organized by 
Ahmedabad’s 
Fanatika Theatre 
Club.

Book launch

The youth wing of 
SGCCI and GCCI 
organized the launch 
of ‘Personal Branding: 
Storytelling and 
Beyond’ by Dr Amit 
Nagpal and Dr 
Prakash Hindustani.

Niyati.Parikh@timesgroup.com

F
or years, Harshita Chat-
ly, a BCom student from 
Ahmedabad, was thin 
like a twig. Determined 

to change her appearance, 
Chatly began training with 
weights to add body mass. 
What started as a desire soon 
became a passion, and Chatly, 
20, went on to debut as the win-
ner in women’s category at the 
Mr and Ms Gujarat Bodybuild-
ing competition held last 
month in Ahmedabad.

Bodybuilding as a sports 
has been largely dominated by 
men, with few takers among 
women. 

However, when Gujarat 
State Body Building Associa-
tion (GSBBA) introduced a 
category for women for the 
first time, in the last week of  
February, around five women 
participated. 

“It is interesting to see 
women coming forward to 
showcase their fitness and 
physique. Considering this, 
we have now introduced a spe-
cial category for women body-
builders to provide them an 
opportunity and recognize 
their efforts. Around five 
women participated in the 
competition that was recently 
held,” said M K Sharma, gen-
eral secretary, GSBBA.

FLEXING MUSCLES
in male bastion

Prashant.Rupera
@timesgroup.com

Vadodara: At first glance, it 
looks like a regular tiffin ser-
vice. But this service started by 
NRI Mahendra Patel and sup-
ported by a group of  NRIs, of-
fers meals free to the needy in 
Anand town. For elderly and 
NRIs who can afford to pay, it 
comes at a token of  Rs 2 – just 
to meet the transportation cost 
for the auto drivers, who ensure 
that the tiffins reach daily to the 
doorsteps of  those who want it. 

Patel and his group, most of  
who have crossed their 70s, have 
been running this service for 
last five and a half  years. 

Among those who contrib-
ute to this service are not only 
NRIs but also locals cutting 
across all caste, creed and reli-
gion.Muslim brothers, Imran 

and Mehboob have continued 
their the legacy of  their father, 
late Nanumiyan Malek, to en-
sure that 20 kg to 40 kg of  free 
fresh vegetables reach by 7 am 
to the service kitchen.  

“When we had began with 
the first donation, we were sup-
plying 51 tiffins a day. Now, we 
supply around 300 tiffins on a 
daily basis,” said Patel, a profes-
sor who took voluntary retire-
ment from a college in Mahud-
ha town of  Kheda district. 

“Money has never been con-
straint for us. After my friend 
Malek’s death, his sons have 
continued supplying vegetables 
free,” Patel said.  While the 
‘weekly menu’ is fixed, patients 
suffering from diabetes, choles-

terol, blood pressure and acidity 
are provided meals according to 
their medical requirements.  

“We wanted to serve the na-

tion, and the best way to do so 
is to serve the hungry,” said 
Mahendra Patel, 75, whose five 
daughters and a son are settled 

in United States. 
Four of  them are serving as 

CEOs in banking and pharma 
sectors, but the septuagenarian, 
stays in Anand to ensure that 
Shree Jalaram Jan Kalyan Seva 
continues its service from Kan-
ya Shala number 2. Like him, 
Ramesh Patel, 73, who retired 
as principal of  Sardar Patel 
High School, Boriavi and his 
wife Dharmishtha — both 
American citizens — can enjoy 
retired life with US $2,000 as 
monthly pension, and medical 
and transportation benefits. 

“But we are needed here,”he 
said. Rameshbhai hasn’t taken 
a day off  from the service.  “I 
regularly order the tiffin as it is 
hygienically prepared and is 

meant for a cause,” said Texas-
based Vitthal Patel, who sends 
his driver to get the tiffin col-
lected every time he pays a visit 
to his home town. 

While Virginia-based motel 
owner, Shailesh Patel, who has 
his roots in Tarapur town of  
Anand district, contributes at 
least Rs 1 lakh a year, Jagdish 
Patel, who is based in Lusaka, 
Zambia, ensures that spices 
worth Rs 80,000 are delivered. 
Mangla Karia, a resident of  
Vallabh Vidyanagar, has been 
supplying 150 ‘kattas’ of  brand-
ed flour for the past three years.  

“The list of  donors is long. 
Our monthly expense would 
have been Rs 15,000, even con-
sidering that we receive so 
much material free,” said Patel, 
“But we still have a fixed de-
posit worth Rs 12 lakh, without 
any appeal for donations.” 

Free tiffin for needy; at `2 for elderly

Prof Yudhishthir Raj Isar
EDUCATION DIRECTOR, AGA KHAN TRUST FOR CULTURE

Q Ahmedabad’s dossier will be examined in July at the 
41st session of Unesco’s world heritage committee in 

Krakow, Poland. Apart from the document, what other 
essentials will Unesco look at to grant the World Heritage 
City status? 

AThe most important thing is a clear political message 
from the Prime Minister’s office (PMO) in Delhi, that 

they want this status for Ahmedabad. Our representative or 
diplomat in Unesco should be made aware of its importance 
as well — there is no place for a wishy-washy approach. In 
fact, the World Heritage City nomination involves a lot of 
diplomacy, convincing and negotiation  with other countries 
for rallying support from now till July. Few cities are given 
World Heritage status, but there is no shortage of 
contenders.

Q It took Ahmedabad’s civic body 17 years to be 
convinced about the city’s strengths and prepare a 

dossier for the World Heritage City status. There were many 
impediments and disagreements. How did you overcome 
them?

AIt’s the same with any historic city on the World Heritage 
list today. Largely, one sees the conflict of interest 

between heritage awareness groups and real estate 
business. The inhabitants in general have no issue. But 
generally it is seen that the jury favours preserving the 
integrity of the site. I feel awareness groups should begin 
community meetings, town hall meetings or cultural 
engagements, explaining to walled city inhabitants what the  
World Heritage City tag will mean for the city. 

Q Many feel that the World Heritage status will harm 
economic interests and make things static 

AIn fact, it’s the contrary. It brings international 
prestige, besides tourists, and 

also the status of being the first 
Indian city to be declared a 
World Heritage City. People 
around the world will 
know there is more to 
India than Agra, Jaipur, 
Jaisalmer, or Delhi. The 
World Heritage City 
status does not make a 
city static, in fact, it 
adds a whole new 
dynamic character to the 
city. It involves innovative 
new usages and designs of 
existing heritage spaces. We 
need to be creative, like the 
rest of the world.

The Title Will Ensure That People 
Around The World Realize There Is 
More To India Than Agra, Jaipur, 
Jaisalmer, Or Delhi, Says Professor 
Yudhishthir Raj Isar
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WORLD HERITAGE 
CITY STATUS ADDS 

NEW DYNAMICS

Women Bodybuilders Of Gujarat 
Are Breaking Stereotypes And 
Challenging Assumptions About 
Body Image. Their Fight Wasn’t 
Easy, So Their Success Has Been 
Particularly Heartening 

(As told to 
Paul John)

Coming out of the cocoon

P articipating in a state-wide body-
building contest 

created worries 
about personal image. “Wearing the 
required costume and highlighting my 
physique and fitness on a stage wasn’t 
easy,” said Jhanvi Mehta, 19, a student 
from Bhavnagar. “I felt overwhelmed 
with anxiety, but seeing other women 

participants gave me confidence.” 
That confidence has indeed 

worked for her, considering 
what she has already 
achieved in this demanding 
field. And she is now set-
ting  her sights higher.

“I hope to remain fit   
and to participate in the 
contest at the nation-

al level,” she said.

Road to triumph
Inever had a competition in mind,” Harshita said. “I be-

gan weight training to gain muscle strength and gain 
weight. But as I got into it, I found it was a wonderful 
feeling. The fitter you are from within, the stronger you 
feel on the outside,” said Harshita, who trains with 
weights for an hour each day. Harshita is proof  of  an 

emerging trend – that of  women venturing into a 
social and sports space traditionally dominated by 
men. They step into the world of  gymnasiums in 
quest of  fitness and then gain confidence and start 
cultivating the passion of  bodybuilding.

Bodybuilding isn’t an easy choice for 
most women. Not because of  the hard 

work it takes, but because of  a number 
of  myths and obsolete notions about the 
ideal body of  a woman. All women body-
builders face the trauma of  withstanding 
comments and taunts made by those who 
connect femininity only with soft curves, 
and well-defined muscles with the do-
main of  males. All aspiring women body-
builders, at one or another point of  their 
lives, have to face social disapproval for 
daring to cross the boundaries.

“Negativity came in from everywhere, 
but I had to draw a line. While my parents 
were supportive, a lot of  friends and ac-
quaintances did frown upon a woman 
daring to become a muscled bikini model. 
But I was determined to keep negativity 
at bay,” said Harshita.

For Vadodara-based physio-
therapist, Dr Binal Rana, the 
story is no different. She was dis-
turbed and forced to leave her 
home and fend for herself, when 
her family went against her pas-
sion for bodybuilding. “People 
often criticize what they don’t 
understand. My family was mis-
informed by some acquaintances 
about my sports and fitness prac-
tice. But that didn’t dampen my 
spirits. I continued yoga and 
strength training to achieve what I 
had to,” said Binal. “I hope my fam-
ily understands this, because my 
achievements will them pride. This 
way, I just want to set an example 
for other women to pursue fitness 
and bodybuilding,” she added.

The burden of peer pressure

Those who contribute to this service are NRIs and people from 
around the state, cutting across castes and religions

Dr Binal 
Rana

Harshita Chatly 
(above). Gujarat State 

Body Building 
Association introduced 
a category for women 

for the first time 
in February

Bharat Pathak
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Govt orders survey
for water supply to
Nalsarovar villages
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Dr Harsha Dehejia, art histori-
an and adjunct professor,
College of the Humanities of
Ottawa-based Carleton Univer-
sity, delivered a lecture on the
topic ‘Krishna Shringara’ at the
LD Museum on Saturday where
he elaborated on various
facets of ‘Krishna Leela’ as
depicted by various works.
“Vrindavan of the scriptures is
a mythical place that repre-
sents our mind. Krishna resi-
ding there is not the divinity,
but the one that can be per-
ceived by Gopis. In a tale,
Uddhava, sent by Lord Krishna
to Gopis to talk about philo-
sophical aspects came back
defeated when Gopis refused
to acknowledge that Krishna

has left. One needs to be more
than a reader to comprehend
Krishna of Bhagwat who is
very different from the one of
Bhagwad Gita,” he said. 

‘Art has broken out from
elitist image’: Sudarshan
Shetty, the art curator of Kochi
Muziris Biennale (KMB), said
that art has not remained an
elitist thing which it used to be
three to four decades ago. He
praised the city’s art culture
and said that he would love to
collaborate with city-based
projects. Shetty was among
the speakers on the second
day of Art17 organized by
Kanoria Centre for Arts (KCA).
He said that he has spent time
in the city 30 years ago when
he found the space to work
and appreciated the Kanoria
Centre for nurturing young
talents.

CITY DIGEST 

Understanding
metaphors of
Krishna Shringara

TOI

LIQUOR PARTY RAID 


